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lay the former Edition of this Work 


at your MARS Tx s feet; I have 


only to hope, that this new and en 


A larged 


_ N 
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ne eee 


11 


larged one will not be more unwor⸗ 


thy of ſo high a Patronage. My 
With being to relieve and benefit 


my fellow Creatures, there was no * 


Perſon to whom it could with ſo 


much Propriety be . 


I have the Liens to be, 
Wich the moſt grateful Obedience, 
Vour MAIEST x' Fa 
| Moſt devoted, L 
And moſt obliged Servant; 1 


The Author. 


Great Marlborough Street, 
January 1, mT 


Tx quick file of the lth 
_ preſſion of his Treatiſe: on the Diſ- 
eaſes of Children, has encouraged 
the author to take ſome pains in cor- 
recting and enlarging this ſecond 
edition. He has at the fame time 
endeavoured to avoid all unneceſſary 
details, and uſeleſs diſtinctions, as 
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ts vill "F J 
well as hang it to ſubjects 4. if 
| "cles from the immediate chap. 3 
Should the reader apprehend. ay : 
little exceptions in this reſpect, he 


will readily perceive the induce- FX 
ment; and although the accuracy | 
of ſyſtem ſhould really be Bol 
it is preſumed, it has only 2 
_ way to motives of ene and 
uſcfülnefs- 20 % Nied A 
PEATAHC TEA 3 
: o numerous defects, thię writer re- 
hes again upon the indulgence of | 
—_ Public, though he hopes this [ 
editiom will be found ſomewhat g 
more compleat, and more worthy | 
of a coftinuance of chat favourable I 
8 reception 3 
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and the like caudor, it 
will now excuſe any alt ations 
have been intended to render this 
_— more eaſy: and familiar to 


fully avoided all tec 


teception here v ith the former Was 


ſo generally honeured. Particular 


acknowledgements, indeed, are due £ 


for the approbation « of, Mae: faculty: 
| is: hoped; 


28s that 


common readers. For the ſake of 
3 utility, the writer has cares 
nical terms, of 
has ſo explauied;them,. and ſo ens 
larged on the nature of, diſeaſes, | and 


the doſes of medicines, that parents, _ 


and others not verſed in the pract - 
tice of phyfic, may find all common | 
— when ⸗ 


ITS: 


ever they appear otherwiſe, readers 


of that deſcription ſhould conclude, 
that the caſe is too difficult for their | 
management, and that probably the 


beſt guide might miſlead them. 
TRE prolixity of other parts may 
be equally diſagreeable to profeſſi- 


onal men. For the ſtyle in general, 


indeed, the author pretends to have 


but little to offer. Had he had more 
leiſure, poſſibly the faults might 


have been fewer ; and, perhaps, the 


neceſſity of clearly and intelligibly 
expreſſing what is to be ſaid, may, 


in this inſtance, be pleaded with 
thoſe who expect conciſeneſs and 


accuracy; which every writer ſhould _ 


aim 
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aim at. It may therefore be oh 
ſerved, that ſome conſentaneous diſ- 
eaſes have been longer dwelt upon, 
and their remedies oftener hinted, 


| than might be: neceflary for many 
readers. - To ſuch, however, as are 


themſelves obliged to ſuperintend 


the health of their children, and to 
thoſe who derive a happineſs from 
contributing 'to that of their off- 


_ ſpring, there will not be. much 


apology neceſſary, either for enter- 

ing ſo fully into the liule matters 
that compoſe the ſecond part of the 
work, or for enlarging elſewhere on 


many circumſtances that may ap- 


pear trifling when ſeparately conſi- 


; = dered. 


RE, - 


dered. It was, indeed, very much 
with a view to their uſe and pro- 


fit, that the work was originally 


undertaken; and to their notice and 


protection it is again ſubmitted, in 


its improved ſtate, with all Deſe. 
rence and Reſpet. er cornice 
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2 The Work calculated not only for 


may juſtify ſuch an attempt, He has, 
indeed, long lamented the very impro- 
per method in which the diſorders of 
infants are treated by thoſe who deſign 
them the greateſt kindneſs, but whoſe. 


miſtaken opinions. too often counteract 
their benevolent intentions. The lau- 


dable affection of the fondeſt mother 


frequently becomes a ſource of manifold 
injury to her tender offspring: And this 
is not only the caſe among the lower 
claſs. of people, or in fituations where 


s 


medical aſſiſtance is procured with dif- 


ficulty, but even in the metropolis itſelf, 
and in the higher ranks of the commu- 


nity; where many prejudices very hurt- 


ful to the eafe and health of children ſtilk 


Prevail. 


IL is intelligent Parents therefore, as 


tice this work is addreſſed; and it is 


hoped, in the eſtimation of both, no for- 
. | mat 


@ 


well as the medical world, to whoſe no- 


g 8 


Medical Piople, but the Direction 


mal apology can be neceffary for taking 
up a ſubject, that has long called for a 
thorough inveſtigation. — For the man- 
ner in which it has been executed the 
author, indeed, again ſolicits the candor 
of the public. The moſt reſpectable 
authorities, however, have been conſult- 
ed, a proper attention been paid to facts, 
and his beſt endeavours exerted to ob- 
viate the effects of that peculiar veil * 

which is ſaid to obſcure infantile diſor- 
ders. A practical „ of them 


1 39 1 is loin to which this edits ob- 
ſcurity may be referred, but the incapacity of in - 
fants to deſcribe their own feelings, — There are, 
nevertheleſs, other ſources of information, leſs 
fallacious ſometimes than the more lneral deſerip- 
tions of adults, which in nervous complaints par- 
ticularly, would tend to perplex the ableſt phyſl- 
cian if he ſhould always be led by them; and the 
like diſcrimination will ſerve him equally \ well 1 in 
| the treatment of Aalen. 55 


A = has 


of the intelligent Parent. 


1 


bas been ſtudied, and regard had to their 
reſpective cauſes and ſymptoms, nde, 
to elucidate their nature, and render 
their treatment more obvious than has 
been generally imagined. 2 
To their immediate Diſeaſes, is added : 
an attention to ſome of the principal Ac- 
cidents and little Injuries to which in- 
fancy and childhood are peculiarly lia- 
ble; which though not neceſſary, in- 
deed, for ſome readers, it is preſumed 
will have their uſe, and may, poſſibly, 
prove no ſmall ſatisfaction to others. 
And here it may not be improper to 
obſerve, that whatever merit former 
publications may poſſeſs, it may, never- 
theleſs, with great propriety be remark- 
ed, that they either make a part of ſome 
large ſyſtematic work, the bulk of 
which muſt be foreign from the inten- 
tions of a tract of this kind, or elſe they 


are far too conciſe, and have omitted 
many 


* 7 
* 2 . 
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| Diſeaſes of Inf ants much ala, d 5 


many complaints of too much ns 8 


ance to be overlooked. 
Ir has been generally lamented by 


_ writers on theſe diſeaſes, that this branch 


of medicine has remained too much un- 
cultivated. And, indeed, till of later 
years, little more has been attempted 
than getting rid of the wild prejudices 


and anile preſcriptions of the old writers, 
Which had too often ſerved only to ob- 


ſcure the true nature of children's dif- 
eaſes. Another, and a-very principal 


cauſe of ſo. ſtrange a neglect, has ariſen 


from an idea ſome people have enter- 


| tained, that, as medical people can have 


but a very imperfect knowledge of the 


complaints of infants, from the inability 
of children to give any account of them, 


It is ſafer to intruſt the management of 
them to old women and nurſes; who, 
at leaſt, are not likely to do miſchief by 
violent remedies, though they may ſome- 
mn times 


ag 


TY ab of the — Impottatols | 
times make uſe of improper and inade- 15 


_ ones. | 71 
How fatal fach a ne mi be! 1 
is ſurely ſufficiently obvious; fince the 
deſtruction of infants is eventually the 
deſtruction of adults, of population, 
wealth, and every thing that can prove 
uſeful to ſociety, or add to the ſtrength 
and grandeur of a kingdom. It may, 
moreover, be obſerved, that where mit- | 
management at this period does not ae- 
tually deſtroy the life, it often very eſo 
fentially impairs the health; the foun- 
dation of a future good or bad conſtitu- 
tion being frequently laid in a ſtate * 
infancy. 

II is true, indeed, "I laudable at- 
tempts have been made of late years to 
reſcue this important truſt from being 
indiſcriminately committed to ſuch dan- 
gerous hands; but ir is ſtill ta be la- 
mented, that even. in this liberal age, 

ſuch 


— 


The principal (mn of this Neglect. 5 
ſuch attempts have not been attended 


with all the ſucceſs they have deſerved. 


It cannot therefore be improper, that 
ſomething farther ſhould be advanced 
on the ſubject, in the hope of filencing 
the weak objections hitherto made againſt 
procuring the beſt advice as early as 
poſſible, And this is the more neceſ- | 
ſary, becauſe thoſe who have the greateſt 
intereſt in the ſubject, the moſt autho- 


rity on the occaſion, and the ſincereſt 


affection for their offspring, have fre- 
quently the greateſt objections to medi- 


cal aſſiſtance, till it is, oftentimes, too 


late to employ it with effect. — I may, 

indeed, be very inadequate to the taſk 

of obviating ſuch prejudices, but I ſhall 

ſtate an argument or two that has al- 

ways appeared to me of great weight. 
A principal objection, taken from the. 
conſideration of the incapacity of infants 

to deſcribe their complaints, has been 
4 | Nightly 


| Wa 7 be Arguments againſt this Neg left 


flightly noticed already, and has been 
more fully diſcuſſed in a treatiſe writ- 
ten about twenty years ſince, by Dr, 
ARMSTRONG, It is aptly remarked 
by this writer, that the ſame difficulty. 
occurs in a variety of the moſt dange- 
rous complaints of adults at every pe- 
riod of life, which confeſſedly require 
the greateſt aſſiſtance ; ſuch are attacks 
of phrenzy, delirium, and ſome kinds 
of convulſions: to which may be added, 
all the diſorders of ideots and lunatics. 
Fat theſe have been ſucceſsfully treated. 


| * This edition did not contain more than a 
dozen diſeaſes ; being confined to the hooping- 
cough, ſcrofula, teething, and the diſorders of the 
ſirſt-paſſages. In the year 1783, Da. AxMsTRONG. 
publiſhed a ſecond edition confiderably enlarged. 
It fo happened, that I had not ſeen it when the firſt 
| edition of the preſent work appeared, or I ſhould | 
certainly have taken due notice of it, in regard to 
ſeveral diſorders, mentioned in the Doctor's latter 
edition; to which therefore I ſhall now attend, 
as | occafion ſhall offer, 


in 


are natural and conclufrvt, 9 


in every age, not excepting even lunaeß 
itſelf, and the melancholy ſubject hap- 
pily reſtored to ſociety, his nn and 
himſelf. 

Ir has likewiſe been oblerveid; if in- 
fants for the reaſons above-mentioned 
are to be excluded the benefit of a phy- 
ſician's advice, it is difficult to ſay at 
what age children may ſafely be in- 
truſted to his care; ſince at the age of 
five or fix years, they would frequently 
miſlead the enquirer, who ſhould truſt 
to their own account of their complaints. 
Their ideas of things are too indiſtin& 
to afford us ſufficient information, and 
they accordingly often call ſickneſs at 
the ſtomach, pain, and pain, ſickneſs; 
they will frequently make no reply to 
general queſtions, and when they are 
aſked more particularly whether they 
have any pain in one or. another part 
of the body, _ almoſt certainly an- 
ſwer 


10 and therefore worthy of Attention. 


ſwer in the affirmative ; though it after- | 
wards frequently turns out my were 
miſtaken. 

To this idea I will venture to add, 
that although infants can give no ac- 
count of their complaints in the manner 
we receive information from adults; their 
diſeaſes are all plainly and ſufficiently 
marked by the countenance, the age, the 
manifeſt ſymproms, and the faithful ac- ; 
count given by the parent, or an intelli- 
gent nurſe. This I am ſo confident of, 
that I never feel more at my enſe, in 
preſcribing for any diſorders than thoſe 
of infants, and never ſucceed with more 
uniformity, or more agreeably to the 
opinion I may have adopted of the ſeat 
and nature of the diſeaſe, Every diſ- 
temper may be ſaid, in ſome ſenſe, to 
have a language of its own, and it is the 
buſineſs of a phyſician to be acquainted 
with it; nor do thoſe of children ſpeak 

Teſs 


The Diſeuſes of Infants. ol 


leſs intelligibly. * — Limited as is hu- 
man knowledge in every department, 
there are yet certain principles and great 
outlines, as well in phyſic as in other 

ſciences, with which men of experience 

are acquainted, that will generally lead 
them ſafely between the dangerous ex- 
tremes of doing too little, or too much; 
and wilt carry them ſucceſsfully, where 


la neither of theſe ſentiments do I fland 
alone; Hanr1s, of whoſe work Sypznuan is 
thought to have ſpaken fo highly, has ſaid the 
ſame things — ** Incertz verò diagnoſews (quæ 
« multum obtinuit) querela non tam a ſympto- 
„ matum defectu, quam a prepoftert ac inepti 
„ -medendi ratione ortum fuum duxiſſe videtur.“ 
(page 8.) And at page 3.— Etenim aſſerere 
% non verebor morbos illius ætatis genere pauciſ- 
«© ſimos eſſe, et gtadu tantummodò differe; imo 
* curationem puerorum mults tutforem ac faci- 


*« lorem, quam virorum ac multerum,” De 
Morb. Infant. 


* | _ perſons 
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perſons who want thoſe advantages can- 
not venture to follow them. — Let me 


aſk then; is it Education, is it Obſer- 
vation and long Experience, that can 
qualify a perſon for the ſuperintendance 
of infants, or the treatment of their 


complaints? Surely all theſe fall emi- 


nently ro the ſhare of regular practi- 
tioners, to the utter excluſion of nurſes 
and empirics. * | 
Havins briefly ſtated this matter, as 
I hope, with impartiality, and given it 
the attention its importance demands, I 
ſhall next obſerve, that, as the com- 
plaints of infants are more obvious than 
it has been generally ſuppoſed, ſo their 
number is comparatively ſmall, their 


* Neque poteſt ſeire quomodo morbos curare, 
conveniat, qui unde hi ſint ignoret — Pertinet ad 
rem omnium proprietates noſſe,—CELs us. 


cauſe 


and are readily comprebendeds 1% 


cauſe uniform, ®- and the treatment of 


moſt of them, ſimple and certain. 
For the proof of this, as well as in 
order to eſtabliſh a rational practice, I 


ſhall firſt confider the Cauſes and Diag- 


elt may perhaps be objected to this idea, that 
their various diſeaſes cannot all originate from one 
and the ſame cauſe; nor is it my intention to al. 
ſert it, though it is, indeed, true, in regard to a 
great number of them. It is to be remarked 


likewiſe, that it is the complaints of early infancy 
that are here particularly ſpoken of; though it is 


nevertheleſs very evident, that there is a greater 
uniformity alſo in the cauſes of the ſeveral diſorders 
even of older children, than there is in thoſe of 
adults, which have very often various, and diffimu- 
lar remote cauſes, at different times, and in dif- 
ferent habits ; E. G. obfirutted catamenia, aſcites, 
Se. PF 

+ Facillimd i inquam in ' morbos dilabuntur i in- 
fantes, et niſi aut ſerids aut imperitiùs tractentur, 


facillimè in fanitatem reſtituuntur,—Hazrs de 


Merbis acutis Infantam. 


; noſtics, | 


14 Their Cauſes are nw e fri, 


wolties, or ſpecific nature of their co 
plaints, before I attempt to enter pen 
their Cure. 

AND here I ſhall not attend to the va« 
rious remote cauſes, but ſhall confine. 
myſelf to a practical conſideration of the 
ſubject, and briefly point out their obvi- 
ous occaſions and ſymptoms. And on 

this account, I ſhall not take notice of the 
various changes which nature herſelf ins! 
duces during the growth of the infant, 
as it paſſes from one ſtage of life to an- 
other; which is, doubtleſs, a remote 
cauſe of ſome of their complaints. 

A principal Cavse, mentioned both _ 
by ancient and modern writers, is the 
great moiſture and laxity of infants ; 
which is neceſſary, however, in order to 
the extention of parts, and the rapid 
growth of young children. This laxity 
ariſes from the vaſt glandular ſecretion, 
their glands in general being much 
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at well as ſufficiently obvious 3 15 
| larger in proportion, than thoſe of adults: 
I might inftance in the thymus gland; 
and particularly in the pancreas and 
liver. But befides theſe, there are in- 
numerable glands fituate within the 
mouth, i in the gullet, ſtomach and bow- 
els, which are continually pouring out 
their contents into the firſt- paſfages. 
This is, doubtleſs, a wife provifton of na- 
ture, and I cannot, therefore, think with 
Dr. ARMSTRONG, that the gaſtric, or 
ſtomach juice, renders the chyle leſs fit 
for abſorption ; but, as we do not ſtrict- 
ly follow her dictates in the management 
of children, as to their food, manner 
of clothing, fleeping, &c. this abund- 
ance of ſlimy matter may often overload 
the ſtomach and bowels, the conſtant 
ſcat of the firſt complaints in the infant 
ſtate. x The quality of the milk, or 
other 


Non quod ztas per ſe fit cauſa illius morbi; 
elt enim res naturalis et temporis determinatio, ſed 
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16 and their. Symptoms very manifeft 


other food with which infants are nou- 
riſhed, may be reckoned a ſecond cauſe. 
A third ariſes from the delicacy of their 
muſcular fibres, and the great irritabiliry, 
of the nervous ſyſtem. In addition to 
theſe general cauſes may be reckoned 
the want of exerciſe, which at a more 
advanced age, happily for us, we are 
obliged to make uſe of, and which art, 
in general, does not duly e in re- 
gard to children. * Ve = 
Hence ariſe acidities in the r pal 
ſages, a conſtant attendant upon all their 
| ” — ; 
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quia diſponit ad morbos quoſdam facilius nh 
endos, fi cauſe eorum acceſſerint,—PRIMEROS ; „ 
de Morb. Infant 
* Exerciſe is the grand mean of health —The | 
irrational ſpecies are capable of affording it to 
themſelves almoſt as ſoon as born; and though 
iafant children are not, they are paſſive, and can 
be exerciſed. Nature and inſtinct point out the 
expediency of it, and the fond mother who follows 
only 
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TS. 
0 every attentive Obſerver... Ms 


early complaints.“ The firſt of which, 


is the retention of the meconium, and the 
laſt (which may be properly termed a 


diſeaſe at all peculiar to infants), is the 


cutting of the teeth, in which likewiſe 


the ſtate of the bowels is very much 


concerned. pd 
Upo each of the above heads, it 


may be neceſſary to make farther obſer- 
vations as occaſion may offer, in order 


to take notice of ſome accidental cauſes 
ariſing from miſmanagement, or errors 
in the non-naturals, ꝶ as they have been 


only her own inclination, naturally, and inſenſibly 
adopts it, and is continually ſtroking and playing 
with the little idol of her heart, whenever it is 
awake; and as it grows older, ſhe is led on to give 
it more exerciſe, as it can bear it, and according 
to the ſatis faction the infant never fails to — 
on the occaſion. | 

* SYLvI1vs DE LE Bot, Harris. 

+ Such are food, air, exerciſe, and the like. 
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16 and their Symptoms-very manifeft. 


other food with which infants are nous. 
Tiſhed, may be reckoned a ſecond cauſe... 
A third ariſes from the delicacy of their 
muſcular fibres, and the great irritability, 
of the nervous ſyſtem. In addition to 
theſe general cauſes may be reckoned 
the want of exerciſe, which at a more 
advanced age, happily. for us, we are 
obliged to make ule of, and which art, 
in general, does not 3 * in re- 
gard to children. * 8 a 
Hence ariſe acidities in the firſ-paſ 
ſages, a conſtant .. upon all their 
early 


quis a diſponit a morbos quoſdam facilius mr 
endos, ſi cauſæ eorum acceſſerint.— PRIM EROS: 4 
de Morb. Infant | 
* Exerciſe is the grand mean of health —The 
irrational ſpecies are capable of affording it to 
themſelves almoſt ag ſoon as born; and though 
infant children are not, they are paſſive, and can 
be exerciſed. Nature and inſtinct point out the 
expediency of it, and the fond mother who follows 
only 
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to every attentive Obſerver. 17 
early complaints.“ The firſt of which, 
is the retention of the meconium, and the 
laſt (which may be properly termed a 

_ diſeaſe at all peculiar to infants), is the 
cutting of the teeth, in which likewiſe 
the ſtate of the bowels is very much 
concerned. pe” 

Upo each of the above heads, it 
may be neceſſary to make farther obſer- 
vations as occaſion may offer, in order 
to take notice of ſome accidental cauſes 
ariſing from miſmanagement, or errors 
in the non-naturals, + as they have been 


only her own inclination, naturally, and inſenſibly ; 
adopts it, and is continually ſtroking and playing 
with the little idol of her heart, whenever it 1s 
awake; and as it grows older, ſhe is led on to give 
it more exerciſe, as it can bear it, and according 
to the ſatis faction the infant never fails to manifeſt 
en the occaſion, | | 
* SYLVIUS DE LE BOE. HARRIS. | 
+ Such are food, air, exerciſe, and the like. 4 


Vol. I. B called; A 


18 Their firſt Complaints often owing to 


called ; eſpecially in regard to the quan- 
tity of nouriſhment adminiſtered to in- 
fants, and an inattention to the ſtate of 
their bowels. 
TRE svurroxs of theſe firſt diſcaſes 
of infants, (by which we alſo judge of 
their nature), are chiefly retention and 
excretion; ſour belchings ; ficknels ; 
vomitings; purgings ; the nature of the 
matter thrown off; watching; inquie! 
tude ; contraction, and ſharpneſs of 
the features ; blueneſs about the mouth ; 
thirſt; heat; the manner of breathing 
and of crying; retraction of the lower 
extremities ; and puſtules, vr eruptions, 
external, or internal. The pulſe and 
urine are leſs certain marks than they 
are in older children, and adults. To 
theſe may be added, the openneſs, or 
firmneſs of the fontanelles, or - moles, 
and of the ſutures ; and the relaxation or 
contrac- 


the RETENTION of the Mecontum, 19 
contraction of the ſkin in general, and 
of the ſcrotum in particular. 

HAVING thus briefly adverted to 
the general Cauſes and Symptoms, I 
| ſhall now proceed to the confideration 
of the Diſorders themſelves ; and ſhall 
begin with the 8 


RETENTION OF THE MECONIUM. 


TA E MECONIUM is that black, viſcid, 
or tenacious matter, which, it is well 
known, every infant parts with by ſtool, 
for the two or three firſt days after it is 
born, or retains it to its manifeſt injury. 

TAE ordinary ſource of infantile com- 
plaints has already been ſaid to origi- 
nate from ſomething amiſs in the firſt- 
paſſages, according to the moſt ancient 
opinions“, and I have long ſuſpected, 


* H IOC. CEisus, AEGINET As 
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20 The Meconium is probably of no uſe 

that a foundation is ſometimes laid for 
them, from not duly attending to an 
early expulſion of the meconium ; which 
will ſometimes firmly adhere to the coats 
of the bowels, and. remain for many 
days, unaffected even by powerful me- 
dicines, as I ſhall have occaſion to re- 
mark as I go on. I ſhall only obſerve 


In this place, that though it ſhould not 


be all retained, yet a part will often re- 


main much longer than has been uſually 


imagined, and will come away, perhaps 
unnoticed, at a late period, where no re- 
tention of it has been ſuſpected. Of 
this T.can have no doubt, having been 


called to viſit infants after the month has 
been expired, who have been unwell 


through all that period, for want of 
having been properly purged, and from 
whom meconium has ſtill been coming 


away. A tea-ſpoonful of caſtor-oi!, gi- 


ven once or more, has ſoon carried off a 
great 
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after the Infant is born 21 
great quantity; upon which all their 


complaints have diſappeared. 


| Tax meconium appears to be no 


longer of uſe after the child is come 


into the world, unleſs it be to keep the 
bowels from collapfing, till they be re- 


pleniſhed with the aliment the child is 


ſoon afterwards to receive. Whereas, 


| if it be not ſoon carried off, it will not 
. only change the quality of the milk, or 


other food, as it deſcends into the bowels, 


but itſelf alſo becomes highly acrid, 


(as it conſiſts chiefly of gall) and cannot 
tail to produce indigeſtion, flatulency, 
pain, purging or coſtiveneſs, and other 
fimilar evils : And the meconium is far- 
ther diſpoſed to this acrid ſtate, on 


another account, viz. from the admix- 


ture of atmoſpheric air. Whilſt the in- 


fant remains incloſed in the womb, it is 


ſecured from all contact of air, and 
therefore the alimentary contents remain 
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22 Therefore oupht to be purged off early, 
| harmleſs and bland though increafing. 
for ſo many months; but it is well 
known, how ſoon every ſecretion or ex- 
travaſation will become acrid, upon the 
admiſſion of air into any cavity where it 
may be lodged. And it is, doubtleſs, 
on theſe accounts, that provident na- 
ture has imparted an opening quality to 
the firſt milk of all animals; a certain 
indication to the rational ſpecies, to aſ- | 
fiſt the expulſion of this matter, now no 
longer required. For. though a child 
ſhould even be ſuckled by its own mo- 
ther, (in which caſe, there is, doubtleſs, 
leſs occaſion for other aſſiſtance) yet we 
know that nature doth not, in every in- 
ſtance, always fully accompliſh her own 
deſigns : and it is from ſome flriking 
inftances of the truth of theſe obſerva- 
tions, that I have ſaid ſo much on this 
ſubject, which I have alſo been the more 

E inclined 


7 


either by nalural Means, or hy Art. 23, 


inclined to, becauſe ſo many writers 
have paſſed it over almoſt in ſilence. 

I AM aware that all thoſe who eſteem 
medical people to be officious diſturbers 
of nature, have objected to their aſſiſt- ' 
ance in this inſtance, and conclude, that 
ſhe would do the buſineſs much better 
if left to herſelf, x And there are even 


* THE Editors of the Critical Review offered 

a remark of this kind, upon this part of the work, 
in its former edition; and is the only critique I 
remember to have ſeen. I have therefore no 
cauſe of complaint againſt any writers of that de- 
ſcription, and ſhould not have noticed the preſent 
cenſure, if I were not well ſatisfied there is no 
room for ſuch an objection, And, indeed, it is 
now well known, that the formidable diſeaſe, ſo 
fatal to new-born children in the VMeſt.-Indies, 
called the locked- jaw, or jaw-fallen, + is almoſt 
always owing either to unwholeſome, and confined 
air, or to a want of purging off the meconium. 


+ See Tetanus, 
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24 Antimonial Wine propoſed by 
ſome phyſicians of this opinion, amongft | 
whom I find Dr. Bucaxan, whoſe abili- _ 
ties and reputation claim particular at- 
tention, though he, perhaps, may not 
be ſo much engaged amongſt very young 
infants, as thoſe whoſe peculiar pro- 
vince it is to attend them from the birth. 
But there can be no general role with- _ 
out exceptions, & and as, doubtleſs, ma- 
ny children would do very well without | | 
any ſuch affiſtance, ſo am I certain, ma- 
ny would not: and I believe, none can 
be eſſentially injured by conſtantly aſſiſt- 
ing in this work, provided the means 
firſt made uſe of be lenient, as they 
ought always to be. —Tt is the province 
of art to ſuperintend nature, and not 
only to guard againſt her exceſles, but 
ſo to watch over her, as to enſure the 
accompliſhment of her intentions, when- 
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* Vix ulla perpetua præcepta medicinalis ars 
recipit. CELsus. Pref, Lib. i, p. 17. 


ever 


ſome late N. riters „ for this Purpoſe 26 


ever we perfectly comprehend, and can 
effect them without the riſk of doing 
harm. * 
For this purpoſe, amongſt * a 
new remedy has of late years been re- 
commended, as preferable to any purg- 
ing medicines whatever. - Mankind 
has ever delighted in extremes — no 
ſooner has any thing, formerly judged 
to be hurtful, or even poiſonous, been 
found in certain caſes, to be very uſeful, 
than it is ſuppoſed to be capable of do- 
ing every thing, and ſuperſedes all that 
the wiſdom of former ages has proved 
to be ſalutary, Hence, ſome advan- 
tages experienced from the uſe of wine 


* A Tree will produce fruit in its wild ſtate ; 
but by human culture the tree is often preſerved, 
and its fruit inen far beyond its natural 
ſtate 


+ Dr. ARMSTRONG, On the Diſeaſes FE fatal. 
{0 infants. 1767. 


of 


26 The milde Remedies, however, 


of antimony, in a variety of children's 
complaints, as far as they ariſe from one 
common cauſe, has induced ſome peo- 
ple to extol it as a univerſal remedy. 
But wherefore give an emetic, calculated 
to empty the ſtomach, in order to expel 
the meconium from the lower bowels? * 
It is univerſally allowed, and by this 
writer alſo, that emetics are not to be 
adminiſtered when the bowels are full, 
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* on examining the firſt-paſſages of ſtill- born 

infants, (newly dead) it appears, that the large 

inteſtines contain the true meconium ; the ſmall. 

er bowels, only a thin bilious fluid mixed with a 

little oaſtric juice, The ſtomach contains Rill 

leſs, as no bile can enter it but by regurgitation 5 
from the duodenum, and the gaſtric juice is in 
ſmall quantity, not enough to be brought up by 
an emetic without violent ſtraining ; which I 
ſhould imagine it can apſwer no good end to 
excite by a vomit, the firſt hour a child comes 
into the world, 
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_ ſtomach, but the bowels, are the natural 


I think, are not ſufficiently aware of. 


| Purgative is indicated on this occaſion, 


are aal the wel; proper. 27 


which; in this inſtance, is 3 the 


caſe. It is true, the wine of antimony 


does not always vomit children, nor will 


a li. le matter oftentimes do this, (as I 


ſhall have occaſion to take notice very 


ſoon); it is ſometimes, indeed, found 


to act as a purgative : but if this be the 


intention, why not adhere to the old, 
and more certain method, and direct at 


once ſuch things whoſe proper operation 


may be depended upon? Not the 


and ſafe outlet for moſt complaints of 
children, and a want of due attention 
to this circumſtance has been productive 
of ſome evils, whica many practitioners, 


IT is very evident, that fome gentle 


and that it ſhould be of a kind that will 

create as little diſturbance as poſſible, 

and eſpecially ſhould not be of an of- 
fenſive, 
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| fenfive, or indigeſtible nature; tho ſuc 


ſubſticute, 


28 (The Doſes of various Medicines 


have been very commonly adviſed. In 


4 


general, indeed, a very little matter will. 


ſuffice; perhaps a little ſyrup of roſes, ä 


diluted with ſome thin gruel, and given 
occaſionally by tea-ſpoonsful, will moſtly: 


anſwer the end; will alſo ſerve to keep 
the child quiet, and ſo prevent the 
nurſe from giving it improper food. 
But if this ſhould fail to procure ſtools, | 


a watry infuſion of rhubarb, (or a tea- 


ſpoonful of the wine, diluted as above) 
will be found preferable to the indigeſt- 
ible oily mixtures in common uſe, * 
In the country, where the above medi- 


cines may not be at hand, a little freſh 
whey and honey will be an excellent 


* See HARRIs. 
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OY AS I have profeſſed writing for the benefit 
of the intelligent parent, as well as to aſſiſt regular 


$ 


practitioners, 


_ adjuſted tothe different Ages of Children. } 29 


THE objection now made to oily me- 
dicines is very much increaſed, from 
nurſes ſcarcely ever giving the quantity 
that is directed, in the courſe of the firſt 

twenty- 


practitioners, I ſhall take this early opportunity of 
dropping a hint in regard to the do/zs of medicines, 
as a kind of general guide, where the exact doſe 
may not be pointed out. Indeed, it were impoſ- 
| ſible, in many inſtances, ſo to preſcribe, as to afford 
no latitude to the diſcretion of thoſe who are 
watching the infant, and are eye - witneſſes to all 
its complaints ; and I might rather lead the leſs 
intelligent into errors, by attempting to lay down 
very particular and preciſe directions. 

TRE rules I ſhall here offer will chiefly refer 
to mts, purges, anodynes, (or compoſing medicines) 
and the tſfaceous powders, or abſorbents. 

Every one knows, that the doſes of medi- 
cines ſhould be adapted to different ages ; but theſe 
are not in mere arithmetrical or geometrical pro- 
portions, and their due relation is aoly to be aſ. 
certained by experience, and in a reference to all 
the varieties of conſtitution, and habits, 


| From 


30 Oily Purgatives are always exceptionabls, 
twenty-four hours, as it is always de- 
figned ; and adminiſtering the reſt long 
after the child has begun to ſuck, or to 
feed. At this period, mixing with the 
nouriſhment, it has a direct tendency to 
produce indigeſtion, wind, and the very 
complaints, which the oils, adminiſtered 
in proper time, were deſigned to pre- 

1 E vent. 


| 


From the reſult of daily obſervation, one may 
ſay, for example, to a child of ſever years old, 
nearly the half of the doſe ſuitable for adults ; to 
one of three yrars, the fourth part; of one year, 
the Huh part; and the eighth or tenth part to an in- 
Fant in the month. 

An adult perſon may take from fifteen to thirty 
grains of the zefaceous poruders, and double that 
quantity of nagngſia, at a doſe, to be repeated ſeve- 
ral times a day, — From fifteen to thirty grains of 
l pecacuanba, and from one to two, of emetic tartar, 
as a vomit, From one to two ounces of ſalts, or 
of manna, and from ten to thirty grains of jalapy 


EM 


ond 


| but ſometimes very. fung ones neceſſary 31 
vent. Not to add, that ſome kind of 
oily medicine being the uſual purgative 
on this occaſion, is an inducement to 
parents and nurſes to procure a repeti- 
tion of it, and to adminiſter it whenever 
an infant happens to be coſtive during 
| the month; and from whence, the 

above evils may be frequently induced. 

Bor it has been obſerved, the meco- 
nium is not always diſpoſed to come 
away, even by the affiſtance of com- 


and from four to ten of calomel, as a purge. From 
ten to thirty drops of laudanum, and from half an 
ounce to two Ounces of ſyrup of white poppies, as an 
anodyne. 

From this two-fold direction, parents may, 
perhaps, attain to a more accurate eſtimation of 
the deſe proper for their children, by means of the 
experience they may have had of the particular 
quantity of any of the above medicines uſually 
found ſufficient for themſelves, whereinſoever that 
happens to vary from the doſe here ſuppoſed to 
be Proper for adults. | | 


mon 


32 for the Expulſion of the Meconium. 
mon purgative medicines. Having, 
therefote, begun with ſuch as the above, 
if the child has no ſtool for twelve or 
fourteen hours after birth, and eſpecially 
if it ſhoald ſeem to be in pain, a cliſter 
ought to be thrown up; which may be 
repeated, if neceſſary, a few hours after- 
wards. And here I would obſerve, that 
in the caſes where more powerful means 
are required, ſcarcely any evacuation will | 
be procured by theſe gentle means; for, 
as far as I have ſeen, wherever I could 
procure one copious ſtool by a cliſter, 
or gentle laxative, the reſt of the meco- 
nium has come away: with little, or no 
farther aſſiſtance. But as it ſometimes 
happens, that neither cliſters nor pur- 
gatives have any ſufficient effect for g 
ſeveral days, very powerful means muſt | 
then be made uſe of; there being rea- | 
ſon to ſuſpect a ſuſpenſion of nervous 
influence, . ſhall cloſe this ſubject t 
therefore, 
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therefore with a recent inſtance of this 


kind, (of which, I have ſeen many, ) as 
a proof of what powerful remedies may 


ſometimes be required, and how neceſs 
fary it is to pay ſome attention to this 


firſt complaint of infants. $ 
TRE child was born of very healthy 


parents, (not at all of eonſtipated habirs) 


after a quick, and comparatively eaſy 
labour, on the twenty ſecond of F-bru- 
ary,—To avoid prolixity, I. ſhall not 
ſtate the caſe in the form of a jour- 


al, but ſhall only obſerve, that the 


child took a little rhubarb an hour or 
two after it was born, but having had no 
fool when I ſaw it the next day, I order- 


ed a clyſter to be thrown up. In the 


evening, the child became drowſy and 
inſenſible, and when rouzed, it moaned, 
but ſeemed unable to cry. It conti- 
nued pretty much in this ſtate, (and at 
times, ſeemingly, in great pain, and evi- 
E dently 
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\ ficiently to ſuck. 
only a few ſpots on the cloths about the | 
| fize of a ſhilling, till the twenty- ſeventh, 


and thoſe were very ſmall, hard, and 


more of this kind, and it had not till the 


lumps; but on the third of March, they 
were thinner, and on the fifth came very 


of rochelle ſalts, four grains of jalap, 


ing clyſters, and the uſe of the warm 


34 and the diffculty of purging it off 
dently convulſed) for fix days; and was 
nouriſhed chiefly by a tea-ſpoon with a 
little breaſt-milk, ſeldom — ſubs 


It had no fools but foal as made 


lumpy. On the twenty-eighth it had 


twenty-ninth any thing like a proper 
ſtool, which was alſo mixed with hard 


freely.—In the courſe of fix and thirty | 
hours, I preſcribed two ounces of the 
common infufion of ſenna, two drams 


and a grain of calomel ; beſides purg- 
bath. The next day, the child took 


four grains of ipecacuanha at two doſes, 
and 


IctERITIA, or INFANTILE-JAUNDICR. 33 
and forty drops of the wine of antimony, 
at four times (in the courſe of an hour) 
without any effect; and at another pe- 
riod, fix drams of caſtor-oil, beſides 
ſeveral doſes of manna. * Three days 
after the child got rid of the meconium, 
the thruſh made its appearance; which 
was flight, but continued above thees 
weeks. | 


 TerzriTIA, or INFANTILE JAUNDICE. . 


Tu E Jaundice of infants ſeems always 
to have been improperly conceived, of. 
Thoſe who have written only on chil- 


From ſuch inſtances as fot As well as the 
remark already offered on the Locked-jaw of the 
W:/t-indies, the expediency of having recourſe to 
ſome ſafe and effectual means of purging off the 
meconium ſeems to be evidently pointed out; 
more eſpecially when we conſider the dangerous 
complaints, which are ſaid to ariſe in ſome of the 
hoſpirals i in Paris from an undue retention of ** 
vicid matter, 


— dren's 
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dren's diſeaſes, have uſually paſſed it 
over in ſilence, whilſt others have con- 
ſidered it as rather a ſerious complaint, 
and have preſcribed as for the jaundice. 
of adults. On the other hand, parents 
and nurſes have uſually accounted the 
eommon yellowneſs that appears about 
the third day after birth, (termed by 
ſome the yellow-gum) as the true jaun- 
dice. Neither of theſe opinions ſeem 
to me to be juſt; for the latter of theſe 
appearances requires no attentron at all, 
and though. infants are not ſubje& to 
the troubleſome jaundice of adults, (un- 
leſs infected by the breaſt-milk)- they 
nevertheleſs are liable to ſome affections 
of that kind which claim ſome attention. 
Theſe are eaſily diſtinguiſhed from the 
common yellowneſs, mentioned above, 
by the tunica albuginea, or white of tbe 
eyes being always very yellow; but the 

nails are not tinged, as in the jaundice 
of 
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Terzkrrra, or Inrantite-JAUNDICE. 3 
of adults, though it is probable they uſu- 


ally would be, if the complaint were long 


neglected, and the child-ſuffered to be 
coſtive. I have waited: ſome days t6 
ſee if the yellowneſs would go off of it: 
ſelf, as the uſual tinge does; but it has 
always increaſed rather than diminiſhed; 
It ariſes from viſeid matter obſtructing 
the gall · ducts, which open into the duc- 
denum, and therefore requires a little 
emetic. Wine of antimony is a very 
proper one on this occaſion, as it may 
likewiſe procure two or three ſtools; 
but as children'in this complaint are not 
eaſily made to vomit, ſhonld the wine 
fail, I would adviſe three or four grains. 
of the powder of ipecacuanha, which is 
more certain in its operation; and the 
next day give four or five grains of rhu-. 


| barb. Should the ſymptoms continue, 

the emetic ought to be repeated after 
two or three days, and rhubarb be given 
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about every other day, till the yellow - 
neſs diſappears ; which, under this treat- 
ment, never continues more than ten or 
twelve days, unleſs the ſtools are of a 
very pale colour; in which caſe a little 
more time, as well as the uſe of the 
warm-bath, will be required. 3 
- Women long afflicted with jaundice; 
duting any part of their pregnancy, 
though actually brought to bed in that 
Nate, do not infect their children, un- 
| leſs they alſo ſuckle them; * but, from 
ſome ſtriking inſtances, I have found 
that ſuckling in that ſtate is capable of 
communicating the true jaundice to a 
great degree, and that it will not be 


I have myſelf never met with ſuch an in- 
ſtance; but Mr. Bavmes, who has been very 
attentive to the diſeaſe, once ſaw an infant ſo in- 
fected from the womb : but in this caſe, the child 
died very ſoon in a very diſeaſed ſtate, the inter- 
pal part of the liver being in a ſtate of ſup- 
puration, 


cured 


IcTERITIA, er INFANTILE-JAUNDICE. 39 
cured, but by the recovery of the mother 
or nurſe, or by the infant being n 
as well as properly ereared: ; i: 

Tux true jaundice, diſtinguiſhed by 
the ſkin being every where diſcoloured, 
as well as the whites of the eyes, ſeems 
to be much more common among new- 
born infants in France, than in this coun- 
try; as appears by a memoir written 
by Mr. Baus, and to which a prize- 
medal of the Faculty of Medicine | in Faris 
has been adjudged. 5 

In this work the various cauſes and 
nature of the diſeaſe are diſtinguiſhed 
and a correſpondent treatment pointed 
out with great accuracy and judgment. 
Throughout the tract there ſeems alſo 
to be much ingenious and plauſible the- 
ory ; though I cannot agree with that 
able phyſician in ſuppoſing the jaundice 
to be occaſioned by the retention of the 
meconium, otherwiſe than from this viſ- 
| —s cid 
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cid matter ſometimes obſtructing the 


- orifice of the biliary ducts; for in the 


ſeveral inſtances I have met with of the 
moſt obſtinate retention of that ſecretion, - 
there has not been the leaſt diſpoſition 

to jaundice ; nor can I conceive, that 

any part of the meconium is uſually ab- 
ſorbed in icteric caſes, as Mr. Bavmes 
has imagined ; neither does ſuch an inci- 
dent appear to be neceflary in order to 
account for the frequency of the diſeaſe 
in that kingdom, or elſewhere, + ET 
' As to the treatment, under the differ- 


ent circumſtances there deſcribed, I 


meet with nothing that militates againſt 
the more general account I have given 


of this diſeaſe, or the treatment adapted 
to it, under the form wherein it appears 


in this country. 
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ANY derangement of the kr pat. 
ſages is capable of giving riſe to various 
complaints, among which, that of in- 
w-ard-fits, has lately been taken notice of 
by ſome medical people, but I think. 
ſcarcely deſerves the name of a diſcaſe. 
It demands attention, however, becauſe 
0 much has been ſaid about it as to ex- 
poſe the fond parent to continual appre- 
henſions, leſt this ſubtile diſeaſe ſhould 
be inſenſibly at work, and making way 
for more ſevere and outward convulfi ions. 
A conſtant ſymptom in this kind of 
fit, as it is called, is the infant's little 
mouth being drawn into a ſmile; which, 
whoever has noticed muſt have beheld 
it with pleaſure. . And if the complaint 
extends no farther than this ſmiling, 
which is generally in its ſleep, it ariſes 
merely from little wind, and is cer- 
tainly 


FLY InwArD-Firs,' 


tainly harmleſs, becauſe the wind in 
this caſe is not really confined ; and 
therefore an immediate recourſe to pukes 
or purges, is more likely to do harm, by 
ſtraining the ſtomach, or by relaxing 


the bowels, than to do any good. Eve- 
ry body is acquainted with the effects 


of different degrees of irritation of the 
nerves, from the ſenſation produced by 
tickling with a feather, to that of a 
hard gripe, or a violent ſtroke. The 
firſt may be ſaid to be pleafing ; and 
ſuch, I doubt not, is the ſtimulus in 
| queſtion on the nervous coat of the 
ſtomach of little infants, and therefore 5 
produces ſo agreeable a ſmile,” that 
I could never conſider it as an indi- 
cation of pain, Indeed, I know of no 
complaint that ought to be termed in- 
ward fits; and I mention this, becauſe 
nurſes are continually talking to us about 


* when children are perfectly well, 
and 


IX WAR p- F e*s' 


| and often give the fond parent needleſs 
diſtreſs, as well as many an unpleaſant 
medicine to the child. They are at 
the ſame time treating the true convul- 
ſion, whilſt flight, in the ſame way, being 
led into the error by the ideas of inward - 
fits; a term they are ever uſing, but have 
no preciſe ideas of, nor do any two of 
them mean the ſame thing by it. It 
were therefore better, perhaps, the term, 
were altogether aboliſhed ; as the child 
is either evidently convulſed, or has no 
kind of fit, at leaſt none for which any 
remedy can be offered, +—-If the child 
ſhould 


* IT were certainly a good rule, to tet | 
no medicine to infants for ſuch ſymptoms as do. 
not indicate ſome real complaint, unleſs where 
experience proves that ſuch ſymptoms negleQcd 

ny apt to forerun ſome well known diſeaſe. ' 

+ INrFANntTs, as well as adults, do ſometimes, 
indeed, die ſuddenly without any manifeſt convul- 
ſion. ** this more frequently happens after 

ver- 


| ſtood by that term, 
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a Tx WAX D- FIS. 
ſhould ſleep too long, and this ſmile | 


ſhould often return, the infant may be 


taken up, gently tapped on the back; 
and its ſtomach and belly be well rubbed 


by the fire; which is all that can be 
neceſſary. This gentle exerciſe will 


bring a little wind from its ſtomach, 
and the child will go. to op again 


uy 
THis complaint, however, is largely 


treated of by ſome writers, and Dr, 


ARMSTRONG Wiſhes to give a few drops 
of the wine of antimony ; but it is very 
apparent, that when he confiders it as 


- worthy of more attention than I have 
Juſt now adviſed, it is either a true con- 


vulſion, in which che eyes are diſtort- 


over. feeding, and ariſes from A ſpaſm of the lo- 
mach ; or ſometimes of the heart or lungs ; and 
infants. may then be ſaid to die of inward-fits, 
there being no external convulſion; but this is, 
by no means, the kind of affection uſually under- 


ed, 
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ed, and the mouth is diſcompoſed, in- 
ſtead of putting on a ſmile, or elſe he 
is preſcribing for another diſeaſe un- 
der the name of inward-fits, which | 
former writers have treated under the 
head of diſorders ariſing from coftive- 
neſs and wind. But if this little turn of 
the features ſhould ariſe from conſtant 
_ over-feeding, it were endleſs to admi- 
niſter emetics ; the cauſe of the com- 
plaint is obvious, and upon the removal 
of it the remedy muſt reſt. | 
Sven has ever been my opinion of 
this much-talked-of complaint ; and 1 in- 
deed I have not to this day, after à good 
deal of attention to infants, ſeen any thing 
myſelf to induce: me to alter it; or I 
would in this edition, have. cheerfully 
retracted the preceding obſervations: 
As I wiſh, however, to afford all the in+ 
formation I can on every complaint, I 
have to obſerve, that it is conceived by 
ſome 
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taking it up from its cradle, They are 
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ſome gentlemen of great reſpectabilitß 
and experience, that though the term, 
inward-fits, has been often miſapplied, 


there is really ſuch a complaint, and that 
It generally proves fatal, Beſides a little 
blueneſs of the lips, and flight turning 


up of the eyes, often noticed by nurſes, 


this complaint is deſcribed to me as at- 


tended with a peculiar ſound of the 
voice ( ſomewhat like the croup) and a 
very quick breathing, at intervals; and 
is ſuppoſed to ariſe from a ſpaſm of the 
ſtomach, lungs, or other vital organ; a 
complaint I have indeed too frequently 
ſeen, “ but certainly very different from 
that uſually known by inward- fits. 
Tazss ſymptoms are ſaid frequently 
to attack the child in its ſleep; and in 
their commencement will go off upon 


likewiſe obſerved to be induced by ſuck» 
* See note, pages, 43, 44+ 
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ing or feeding, and to be increaſed upon 
any little exertion of body, or tranfient 


ſurpriſe, and in this manner to recur for 
a length of time, before they become 
alarming. The remedies propoſed for 


the cure of this complaint are an emetic, 
on the firſt attack, and afterwards vola- 


tiles and fetids ; but, as it has been ob- 


ferved, not often to good effect. 


Ix regard to coſtiveneſs and wind, 


which have been ſaid to be the parent of 


what nurſes commonly term inward- fits, 


as they do not always ariſe from one 


and the ſame cauſe, and are productive 
of other complaints than thoſe above 


mentioned, I ſhall conſider them by 


themſelves; which, it 18 preſumed, will 
be purſuing a more rational plan, than 
adhering to a term obſcure in itſelf, and 
indicative of a diſeaſe not well defined, 


and which therefore may tend to miſ- 


lead the generality of readers. 
Dis0RDERS 
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1 - has been uſual with ancient writers, 
when conciſeneſs and accuracy were not 
To much confidered as in the Preſent 


day, to treat of coſtiveneſs and wind as 
diſtinct heads of complaint; and for the. 
reaſons aforementioned, as well as from 
this little tract being calculated for ge· 
neral uſefulneſs, and not merely for me- 


dical readers, it may not be altogether 
improper to comply with this cuſtom, ' 


WIV b is but a mere ſymptom. of 
0 * 
ſome preceding or attending complaint ; ; 


nor are its troubleſome effects either oc- 


cafioned or increaſed by air taken in 


with the food, as many people bave 
imagined ; atmoſpheric air being efſen- 
tially different from that produced by 


indigeſtion, whether owing to the weak- 


neſs of the ſtomach, as it is called, rr 
| the. 
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the improper quality or quantity of the 

food taken into it. It may however, 

prove a ſource'of many complaints, and 
create watchfulneſs, ſtartings, hiccoughs, 
vomitings, and even convulſions, if not 
timely attended to, eſpecially if the in- 
fant is coſtive. : 
 CosTiveness is either conſtitu- 
tional, or accidental, which ought always 
to be diſtinguiſhed, the former being 
oftentimes harmleſs ; and, indeed, chil- 
dren of ſuch a habit of body are fre- 
quently the moſt thriving. If the mo- 
ther ſhould be very conſtipated, her 
children generally are ſo; and ſuch a 
diſpoſition, (whilſt they continue in 
health) ought not, I believe, to be 
counteracted, though it will be prudent 
carefully to watch it, And -this will be 
eſpecially neceflary, in the caſe of chil- 
dren who are ſubject to fits; fine luſty 
infants being often ſeized with violent 
| Db convulſions, 
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convulſions, without any other apparent 
cauſe than a natural coſtive ſtate of the 
bowels, and as uniformly recovered 
from the fits, merely by procuring ſtools, 
and breaking off the wind, And this 

diſpoſition ta fits has taken place long be · 
fore the ordinary period of teething, and 
has continued till children have been a 
twelve-month old; at which time the 
folids, and eſpecially the nervous ſyſtem, 
has appeared to get ſtronger. In ſuch 
habits, a quarter of an ounce of manna, 
or the like quantity of the ſyrup of roſes, 
may be put into any liquid, and as. 


much of it given by tea-ſpoonsful, as 
| ſhall open the belly: or a tea-ſpoonful 
of caſtor-oil, & or from five to ten drops 


* Oil of caſtor may be rendered very accepta- 
ble to children, if rubbed down with gum arabic, 
and a little manna, and afterwards made into a 
draught or mixture with ſome dill-water, and the 
addition of a drop or two of the compound ſpint 
of ammonia, where that may be proper. | 
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of the compound tincture of aloes, may 
be taken two or three times a week, 
And here it may not- be uſeleſs to ob- 
ſerve, that rhubarb will not be a fit pur- 
gative, though it be joined with mag- 
neſia, which will not ſufficiently coun- 
teract its reſtringency. Another reaſon 
for objecting to this compound, is that 


of its being the almoſt conſtant preſcrip- 


tion of nurſes on every occaſion, whoſe 
indiſcriminate uſe of it is generally need- 
leſs, and ſometimes prejudicial; rhu- 
barb alone, in ordinary caſes, anſwering 
all the purpoſe intended, whilſt the 
magneſia makes an unneceſſary addition 
to the bulk of the medicine, which 
thould always be avoided for children. 


A few grains of magneſia in a ſpoonful 


of water, and ſweetened with a little 
manna, forms a much neater medicine, 
and in coſtive habits, which uſually 


abound with acidity, anſwers very well 


in early infancy. 
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Bur if the child be otherwiſe in 
health, it has been ſaid, it is, in gene 
ral, inadviſeable to do much to coun- 


teract the natural habit of body. I have | 


formerly, even during the month, di- 


rected manna, even to half an ounce at 


a time, to very little purpoſe, unleſs it 
were almoſt daily repeated, and have at 
other times given from three to five 


grains of jalap; till I learned there 
_ are ſome conſtitutions, even in infants, 


where the bowels cannot be kept open 
without a daily exhibition of ſome pur- 
gative medicine, and that many ſuch. 
children are as well left to theniſelves, 
and require only to be watched, If a 


ſtool ſhould be wanted, however, a ſup- 


poſitory made of a little ſlip of paper, 
twiſted up, and well moiſtened with oil, 


may be very eaſily introduced, and will 


generally anſwer the purpoſe: or ſhould 
this fail, a bit of Caſtile ſoap may be in · 


troduced i in like manner. BE 
SHOULD: 
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SHOULD ſuch a coſtive ſtate of the 
bowels produce griping pains, which 


may be known by the drawing up of 
| the legs, or of the ſcrotum, and a cer- 


tain manner of crying ; or ſhould the 

coltiveneſs be accidental, it muſt ſpeedily 
be remedied ; and if the occafion of it 
be an improper food, which is very of- 


ten the caſe, the food muſt immediately 


be changed, If the child be not uſually 


coſtive, rhubarb * is often the beſt pur- 


gative, as it ſtrengthens the bowels after- 


* Some writers have in this caſe recommended 
oil, and particularly the French, who adminiſter 
oil of almonds to infants much too frequently. 
Mr. Le FEBURE DE VILLEBRUNE therefore, 
in the tranſlation with which he has honoured 
this work, gives the preference to oils; but I. 
mult beg leave, in turn, to differ from him, 
being perſuaded, there are few caſes beſide diſor- 
ders of the cheſt, in which any kind of oil, but 
that of caſtor, will not be injurious to young in- 
tants, and particularly in affections of the tirſt» 
pallages, 
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wards, infants being much more ſubject 
to an over-purging than to almoſt any _ 
other complaint, eſpecially if brought 
up by hand. It ſometimes happens, 
however, that much more powerful me- 
dicines than rhubarb may be required, 
whether the child be naturally coſtive, 
or not; and in ſuch caſes, much caution 
is neceſſary on the part of parents and 
nurſes: For, where a proper doſe of 
ſenna-tea has proved ineffectual, it is 
ſurpriſing what large doſes even of 
rough purges have been given in vain, 
or ſometimes to the injury of the child, 


On ſuch occafions, I would rather ad- 


viſe a recourſe to clyſters, and eſpecially 
thoſe made of ſuccotorine aloes. . From 
five to twenty grains, according to the 
age of the infant, diſſolved in boiled 
milk, will rarely, if ever fail of pro- 
curing two or three ſtools, eſpecially if 
preceded by the exhibition of a purge. 

But 
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hut even draftic elyſters ſhould be adomi- 
niſtered with caution, and ought not to 
be very often repeated, eſpecially to very 


young children; though leſs hazardous, 
in every view, than the frequent repeti- 
tion of purges of a fitttilar kind. 

It may be neceſfary here to obſerve, 
that purgatives fot infants ought gene- 
rally to be made potentially warm, by 


the addition of a little ginger, pounded 


cardamom- ſeed, carraway-tea, or dill- 
water; which is of mote conſequence 
than is uſually apprehended, I have 
known a careful attention to this cir- 
cumſtance alone, happily ſuppreſs com- 
plaints in the bowels, which had long 
continued obſtinate, though, in other re- 
ſpects, properly treated. | 

As there is uſually too much acidity 


in the firſt-paſſages in coſtive and windy 
- habits, a little magnefia may be given 


for a few days after the coſtiveneſs has 
1 been 


ö 
? 
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been removed; and if the child be 
ſuckled, the nurſe's diet muſt be at- | 
tended to. If any flatulency ſhould ſtill 
remain, (which will not often be the 
caſe if it has ariſen merely from conſti- 
pation) a little dill-water is the moſt 
harmleſs carminative. But ſhould it be 
an attendant upon a lax ſtate of the bow- 
els and indigeſtion, its remedy will con- 
fiſt in the removal of thoſe complaints, 
which will be noticed in their place. 
I nave hitherto ſpoken chiefly of 
Coſtiveneſs ; wind being, however, like- 
wiſe ſometimes a real complaint, though | 
it ſhould not happen to be ſo confined as 
to become an occaſion of fits. The 
only inſtances of this kind, indeed, that 
It! I remember having ſeen, have been in 
nes born and very luſty infants, whoſe 
1 mothers have alſo been peculiarly diſ- 
treſſed by affect ions of that kind. This 
is, indeed, a ſomewhat anile way of 
„5 ſpeax- 
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ſpeaking, but it ſtates the preciſe fact; 
and one inſtance of an infant ſuffering 
in this way was ſo remarkable, that it 
may be worth noticing in this place. 

Ix this caſe, the meconium began to 
paſs off ſoon after birth, but not without 
repeated clyſters, purgatives, and the 
warm-bath, and was peculiarly viſcid, 
as well as in vaſt quantity. Neverthe- 
leſs, the infant appeared, for ſeveral 
days, likely to be ſtrangled, and was 
black in the face, merely through the 
abundance of wind in the firſt-paſſages ; 
though it was continually breaking off 
both by the mouth and the bowels, and 
by that peculiar, and very loud noiſe, 
when it came upwards, frequently ob- 
ſerved in the hyſterical ſpaſm of adults, 
and continuing for ſeveral hours toge- 
ther, ſo that the infant was often thought- 
to be dying. The whole face, except 

the noſe, became exceedingly ſwelled, 
E ſo 
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43  Warecnine, or 
ſo that the infant could ſcarcely open its 
eyes, though without any diſcoloura- 
tion of the ſkin ; being probably owing 
to wind diffuſed through the cellular 


membrane; the tumor ſubſiding imme- 


diately upon getting rid of the wind 
from the ſtomach and bowels. 

Theſe ſymptoms, however, yielded 
to carminative juleps, and purging me- 
dicines.; and the infant after the meco- 
nium was all come away, was freed from 
every complaint, without any farther 
ſemblance of fits, though en 
apprehended. 


” 


WATCHING, or WANT of SLEEP. 


Th I'S is frequently a ſymptom of 
che foregoing complaints, and is to be 
removed by opening the belly, and af- 
terwards adminiſtering ſome pleaſant and 

carmi- 
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carminative pearl-julep ; * which will 
then frequently act like an opiate + by 
reſtoring reſt, Sometimes, indeed, this 
has ſucceeded fo well, when given in 
large doſes, that I have been ſuſpected 


of having really given ſome ſleeping 


* This remedy has been ſo called from having 
been formerly compoſed of prepared peatls, and 
the name is here retained becauſe familiar to ſome 
readers; but the pearls having no virtue peculiar 
to them, are yery ſeldom made uſe of, The julep 
is now prepared from the ſhell-powders, or teſtacea. 
— As this term (or teſtaceous powders) occurs 
very frequently in this work, it may not be amiſs 
to obſerve, that teſtacea conſiſt of prepared oyſter- 
ſhells, crabs claws, crabs eyes, pearls, and red 
coral; which differ but little from each other. 
They are likewiſe denominated abforbents, in 
which latter claſs, are alſo ranked prepared chalk, 
and magneſia; the former is more powerful and 
binding than any of the teſtacea, and the latter is, 
on the other hand, "moderately opening.— Either 
of them may be given to infants, from three to ten. 
grains at a doſe, three or four times a day. 

+ See Harris De Morbis acutis Infantum. 
| medicine; 
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medicine; which would in theſe caſes 
prove exceedingly hurtful, as the watch - 
fulneſs is generally a mere ſymptom, 
and not a diſeaſe; though when very 
obſtinate, it is ſometimes the harbinger 
of epilepſy, and then requires purgative 
medicines. I cannot, therefore, avoid 

taking notice in this place, of the de- 
ſtructive cuſtom amongſt nurſes, of gi- 
ving opiates, in one form or other; 
which, however uſeful on proper occa- 
fions, are ſure to act as a poiſon, and 
ſometimes not a very ſlow one, when in- 

judiciouſly adminiſtered, and never can 
be more ſo, than in a coſtive ſtate of 
the bowels, : 

W ATCHINGS may elle from worms, 
purging, gripings from acrid breaſt- 
milk, or other food, and from indigeſ- 
tion, as well as from every thing capa- 
ble of producing pain; each of which 
will be conſidered in their proper place. 


The 
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The ſeat, of this complaint is, indeed, 
uſually in the firſt-paſſages, and in very 
young infants is frequently owing to 


coſtiveneſs. I ſhall only obſerve farther, 


if watchfulneſs be confined only to the 
night, it is probable, the child ſleeps too 
long in the day time, which may be re- 
medied by keeping it moving, and play- 
ing with it throughout the day ; of 
which farther notice will be taken, under 


the head of Management of Children. 


TEE preceding complaints would 
naturally lead me to conſider the Thruſh, 
and other diſorders connected with the 
ſtate of the firſt-paſſages ; but it is ne- 
ceſſary firſt to mention one or two of a 


very different kind, which either exiſt at 


the birth, or appearing very ſoon after- 
wards, would otherwiſe be much out of 


place, 


* 


IMPERFECT 


( 6 ) 


IezreEcT crm of the Fon A 
OVALE, and CAxALIs ARTERTosus; 
with other PRÆTER NATURAL Cox roR- 
 MATIONS of the HEART. 


1 Tusk morbid deviations appearing 
in different parts, * have in all the ſame 
WW tendency, viz. in a greater or leſs degree, 
| to obſtruct the paſſage of the blood 
iq = through the lungs, which in ſome in- 
| ſt—tances has continued nearly the ſame as 
in the unborn-fetus. The peculiarity, 
is ſometimes in the pulmonary artery, which 
is conſtricted, or cloſed, as it riſes from 
the right ventricle; at others, in the 
ſeptum cordis, which has an unnatural 
opening, affording a free communica- 
tion between the two ventricles; and 
ſometimes in the imperfect cloſure of 
the foramen ovale, or the canalis arterioſus. 
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See Mor, gagnt, Epil. 17. Art. 12. Lond. Med. 
TO pag. 4. and Med, Obſerv. & Inq. vol. vi. 
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63 
TuxEsE ſources of diſeaſe are menti- 
oned merely with the view of pointing 
out the ſymptoms by which they may 
be known, and not of attempting a re- 
medy ; which is out of our power, The 


IMPERFECT CLOSURE Ec. 


vation of the ſymptoms, and conſequent 


diſtreſs of the patient, where upon due 
knowledge of the diſeaſe, art has, evi- 
dently, nothing to offer. The imper- 


fections are owing merely to an original 


malformation of parts, or, in the two 


latter inſtances, to a deficiency in the 


powers of the {ſyſtem foon after birth; 
the only time in which that diverfion 
to the circulation can take place, which 


nature has intended upon the change 
made in conſequence of reſpiration. 


THE preciſe time when this change 


ſhould take place, is not attempted to be 


lettled, the paſſages * open in chil- 
dren 


— 


recital, however, may ſerve to prevent 
fruitleſs attempts, and perhaps the aggra- 
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dren of very different ages; nor do both 


always cloſe at the ſame time. Ir is 


eonjectured, however, that this proceſs 


ought to begin from the birth, as it is 
found to do in the remains of the veſſels 
of the navel-ſtring ; * ſo that, although 
the fetal apertures in the heart ſhould. 


not be actually impervious at the end 
of ſome months, it is imagined a con- 


ſtriction uſually takes place, and that, 


at leaſt, ſome check is given to the 


blood's paſſing from one fide of the heart 
to the other, in the free manner it does in 


the fetus. This, it is natural enough to 


conceive, and I apprehend, is owing to 


a greater quantity of blood ruſhing into 
the lungs, in conſequence of reſpiration, 


(which leffens the difficulty of entering ; 


* It is probable, however, that they are not 
very firmly cloſed for ſome time, as I have eaſily. 
forced the veſſels open, by an injection, in children 


who died at the end of the month. 
that 
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that organ); by which means, a greater 
quantity flows into the left auricle from 


He pulmonary veins, which filling the 
part, prohibits an entry from the right: 
Upon the like principle, the aorta being 
more diſtended by a large quantity ot 
blood from the left ventricle, prevents 
the pulmonary artery from empty ing 
itſelf into it by the canalis arterioſus. 
SoMETIMEs one of theſe apertures 
is found open, and the other cloſed/upz 
eſpecially the canalis arterioſus, which is 
of the greater conſequence ; the foramen. 
ovale having in ſeveral inſtances been 


found pervious in adults; and it is ima- 


gined is always ſo, in thoſe divers, who 
can remain the better part of an hour 
under water. | 
WHETHER the preternatural aper- | 
ture be in the veſſels, auricles, or ventri- 


cles, or whereſoever any morbid ſtricture 


may be, whenever it may prove of any 
24 E conſe- 
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conſequence, the conſtant ſymptoms at- 
tending it are a diſeolouration of the face 
and neck, with a ſſoe- blue, or leaden“ 
eolour of the lips, ſuch as is met with in 
ſome fits of aſthma. Fheſe take place 
ſoon after birth, and the difeoleuration 
is increaſed, and attended with difficulty 
of breathing, as often as the child is 
any wiſe agitated ; but are not relieved; 
by procuring ſtools, by the warm-bath, 
or any other mean made uſe of as a 
remedy for fits; nor can be, but by the 
child being kept as tranquil as poſfible; 
Ir the aperture be in the conalis arterts. 
oſus, childrem uſually fink very ſoon un- 
der the complaint, of which I have ſeen 
one inſtance only a few months fince z 
but if the aperture be in the inferior 
parts of the heart, infants may ſurvive 
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for months, or even for years. A re- ] 

cent inſtance of which, with an accurate 1 

1 account of the diſeaſe, is recorded in the MW +«; 
4 Y 1 
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third vol. of the Medical Tranſactiont of 
| the College, In ſuch inſtances, the ſyſ- 

tem having been accuſtomed to the ef- 
fects of this derangement, is better able 
to withſtand them; the patient, however, 
can endure but little motion, the heart 
becoming thereby ſurcharged with blood, 
and reſpiration rendered more difficult; 
hence alſo the blood is detained in the 
extremities, and the face, neck, and 
hands become particularly diſcoloured. 
Some time, indeed, before the patient 
ſinks under the diſeaſe, the ſymproms 
are aggravated, and almoſt the leaſt mo- 
tion enden ſuffocation. 
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I N the former edition it was obſerved, 
that this complaint did not appear to 


aave been diſtinctly noticed by any pre- 


Es ceding- 
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onde writer. 7 This being now, « con- 4 
feſſedly, the caſe (at leaſt in reſpect. o 


the form in which it now appears) it 
ſeems neceſſary to give a Name to. the 
diſeaſe, which, it is apprehended, may 


with propriety be termed Eryfpelas, Ins 


| fantilis. 


4 4 
[} 
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| + HoFFMAN, indeed. though be 9 no 
mention of any complaint 1 in his Morbi Infantum, 
*has the following intimation in bis chapter de Febre 
Eryſipelacea, and it ſhould therefore ſeem, was 
acquainted with that ſpecies of the diſeaſe which 
appears in the more timple form of erylipelas ; 
but which he had noticed only in the region 
of the belly. Umbiliatem regionem in infahti- 
«© bus frequentius infeſtat, ac inde per abdomen 
6+ ſpargitur, cum pong pathematibus, — ut 
& plurimum eventu.“ 

De Pebre Ervfipelacea, fec i. cap. xiii. 

The FRENCH have likewiſe ſpoken lately of a 
| Tomewhat ſimilar affection, combined with differ- 
ent endemic complaints inifecting crouded hoſpi- 
tals: the diſeaſe, however, does not appear to 
ha ve been any where noticed in irs fmple form. 


It 


Nn 
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Ir is a very dangerous ſpecies of the 


ſpurious, or eryſipelatous inflammation, 
which T have not often met with, but 


in lying-in hoſpitals. The ordinary 
time of its attack being a few days after 
birth, it was remarked in the former 
edition, that it was thought never to ap- 
pear later than the month; but I have 
fince ſeen it in a child of two months 


old: and the late DR. BRoMFIELD in- 


formed me, that he had noticed it in a 
child much older. It ſeizes the moſt 
robuſt, as well as delicate children, and 


in an inſtantaneous manner; the pro- 
greſs is rapid; the ſkin turns of a pur- 


pliſh hue; and ſoon becomes exceed- 
ingly hard. EN 
Taz milder ſpecies of it appears of- 
ten on the fingers and hands, or the feet 
and ankles, and ſometimes upon, or 
near the joints, forming matter in a very 
ſhort time. The more violent kind is 
= 28 _ almoſt 


Ho 
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almoſt always ſeated about the pubis, 
and extends upwards on the belly, and 
down the thighs and legs; though I 
have two or three times ſeen it begin in 
the neck. The ſwelling is but mode- 


rate, but after becoming hard, the parts? 


turn purple, livid, and very often mor- 
tify ; eſpecially in boys, when it falls 
on the ſcrotum ; the penis ſwells, and 
the prepuce puts on that kind of em- 
phyſematous, or windy appearance, 
which it has in children when a ſtone 
is ſticking in the paſſage; or in the 
dropſy of the ſcrotum. 

Uros examining ſeveral bodies after 
death, the contents of the belly have 
frequently been found glued together, 
and their ſurface covered with inflam- 
matory exudation, exactly fimilar to 
hat found in women who have died of 
puerperal fever. In males, the mire 
veginales have been . filled wich 

matter, 
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matter, which has evidently made its 
way from the cavity of the abdomen, 
and accounts for the appearances of the 
organs of generation juſt now deſcribed z 
in females, the labia pudendi are affected 
in like manner, the pus having forced a 
paſſage through the abdominal rings. 
 _ Var1ovs means were made uſe of at 
the Britiſh Lying-in Hoſpital without ſuo- 
ceſs, though the progreſs of the inflam- 
mation ſeemed to be checked for a while 
by ſaturnine fomentations and poultices, 
applied on the very firſt appearance of 
dhe inflammation; but it ſoon ſpread, 
and a mortification preſently came on; 


or where matter had been formed, the 


tender infant ſunk under the diſcharge. 

It is now ſome years fince I propoſed 

making trial of the bark, to which ſome - 
times a little confectio aromatica has 
been added; from which time ſeveral 
have recovered. My Colleague, Dr. 
E 8 GARTH- 
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oy 


GartasnoRs, has for ſeveral years path: 
directed the application of linen com- 
preſſes wrung out of camphorated ſpi- 
rit, in the place of the compound water 
of acitated litharge which has proved 
more ſucceſsful in checking the inflam- 
mation in ſeveral inſtances; neverthe- 
leſs, the greater number of infants at- 
tacked with this diſorder, ſtill fink under 
its violence, and many of them in a very 
few days. : - 
| SINCE the former edition of this racy 
| lhe ſame diſeaſe, as I apprehend, has ap- 
peared once in a new form, 1n the Britiſh- 
Lying-in Hoſpital. In this inſtance, the in- 
fant was not only born with hard, and ſub- 
livid inflammatory patches, and ichor- 
ous veſications, about the belly and 
thighs, but other ſpots were already ac- 
tually in a ſtate of mortification. An eſ- 
char ſoon ſpread to near three inches 


in N upon the _ of - the riding. 
and 


* 
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ad other ſmaller ones appeared about 
the legs, and on ſeveral of the toes and 
fingers. The parents of the child ap- 
peared to enjoy good health, and the 
mother had plenty of good milk, which 
her infant was fortunately able to take 
in great quantity, The child was here- 
by duly nouriſhed ; -and taking like- 
wiſe every day, from the time the mor- 
tification began to ſpread, from four 
to ſix ounces of a ſtrong decoction of 
the bark, it was ſupported under an 
exceſſive diſcharge of matter, through 
this tedious diſeaſe. The parts affected 
were at the ſame time frequently foment- 
ed, and were ſometimes wrapped up in 
warm cataplaſms, and at others, dreſſed 
with 7heriaca, as the ſloughs became looſe; 


and were covered with compreſſes wrung 


out of camphorated ſpirit. The infant, 
however, loſt two joints of one of its 
fingers, and the firſt of another; all the 
other 


74 Axxkrnæ, or THRUSH, 
other fingers, and the toes, contrary to 
expectation, throwing off the mortiſied 
parts, were recovered entirely, and the 
child was ſent out of the hoſpital per- 
fectly well; and I had the ſatisfaction 
of ſeeing it in good health, ſeveral 
months afterwards. | 


Ar HTH x, or Tarvusn. 


Hav! NG conſidered the above ear- 
ly complaints, I return to thoſe which 
owe their immediate origin to ſome af- 
fection of the firſt- paſſages, as hs are 
called. | F 

Ir is amongſt the vulgar errors, that 
the thruſh is a very harmleſs complaint, 
or is even defirable to a child in the 
month ; for it is ſaid, if it does not then 
make 1ts. appearance, it certainly will at 
a more advanced age, and will then 


prove fatal, or will, at leaſt, attend the 
patient 
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patient. in his laſt illneſs. [The ſact is, 
it is a diſeaſe of debility, and therefore 
attacks very young, and very old ſub- 
jects, eſpecially if otherwiſe weakened, 
From the above miſtake, however, 
the diſorder is often neglected in the 
beginning, whereby the acidity in the 
firſt· paſſages is ſuffered to increaſe, which 
always aggravates the complaint. It 
is, indeed, a much milder diforder in 
this Iſland than on moſt parts of the 
Continent (through à priori we might, 
perhaps, ſuppoſe it would be otherwiſe) 
particularly'in France, where it reigns as 

a malignant epidemic, eſpecially in the 
Hotel Dieu, and Foundling Hoſpitals, 
known by the names of Muguet and Mil- 
let. * The thruſh, however, i is as much 
a diſ- 


It has been already remarked, that ſeveral 
hoſpital diſeaſes in France are more complex than 
with us, and poſſibly from their Infirmaries re- 
ceiving a much greater number of patients than 
| : ours, 


26 Arnrazx, or Tarvsn. 
a diſeaſe, as any other that appears in 
the month, and is connected with moft 
of the foregoing complaints; a proper 
attention to which may very an 
prevent it. 11 


i ; ! 


ours, and their apartments and peda being confi 
quently leſs clean, as well as the air more foul, 
and diſpoſed to multiply contagion. Z 

This is remarkably the caſe in regard to the dif. 
eaſes of infants, whoſe temperament is a ſingular! 
union of debility and ſpaſm, which the French 
have aptly termed Laxite vibratile. | 

The Muguct is a ſtriking inſtance of the ol 
mentioned tendency, it being altogether an hoſpi- 
tal diſeaſe ; which though diſtinguiſhed by this 

name, appears to be a malignant thruſh, and is 

frequently attended with a ſpecies of the infantile 
eryſipelas. When ſo accompanied, it is ſaid to 
be conſtantly fatal, unleſs the hard and tumid parts 
terminate in benign abſceſſes, and ſuppurate kind- 
ly; which is rarely the caſe; they being more 
commonly found to mortiſy, 


A 


* See Memoi rs de la Socier Royale d Malti, 
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TEIs diſorder. is ſo well known, as 
ſcarcely to require any deſcription, and 
generally appears firſt in the angles of 
the lips, and then on the tongue and 
cheeks, in the form of little white 
ſpecks. Theſe increafing in number 
and fize, run together more or leſs, 
according to the degree of malignity, 
and compoſe a thin, white cruſt, which 
at length lines the whole infide of the 
mouth, from the lips even to the gullet, 
and is ſaid to extend into the ſtomach, 
and through the whole length of the 
bowels ; producing alſo a redneſs about 
the anus. When the cruſt falls off, 
it is frequently ſucceeded by others, 
which are uſually of a darker colour 
than the former, But this is true only 
in the worſt kind of thruſh ; for there is 
a milder fort, that is ſpread thinly over 
the lips and tongue, which returns a 
. great many times, and always laſts for 

ſeveral 
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ſeveral weeks. I have ſeen this ſo very 
often the caſe, that when I obſerve a 
child ro have the complaint very light- 
ly, and that it does not increaſe after 
two or three days, I venture to pro- 
nounce it will continue a long time, but 
will be of no conſequence, Care, how- 
ever, ought to be taken that the os. 


be not expoſed to cold. 


THe thruſh is ſaid to be — 4 
attended with fever, but this is not uſu· 


ally the caſe where the thruſh is an ori- 


ginal diſeaſe ; but when conſequent 
to ſevere bowel complaints, eryfipelas, 
and other infantile diſorders, it is, in- 
deed, often accompanied with fever, 
and when ſo, proves either fayourably 
critical, or the infant uſually ſinks very 


ſoon. In ordinary cafes, however, I 


am confident in nine out of ten, there is 
Dot the leaſt fever, though the mouth 
rs often ſo much heated, as to excoriate 

the 
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the nipples of the nurſe, and becomes 
ſo tender, that the child is often ob- 
ſerved to ſuck with reluctance and cau- 
tion,—lt is an old obſervation amongſt 
nurſes, and there is ſome foundation for 
it, that very long ſleeping, in the courſe 
of the ficſt week or two, is often a fore- 
| runner of this complaint. 

Ir has long been a received opinion, 
that the thruſh muſt appear at the anus, 
and nurſes will feldom allow it to be 
cured if it does not; but the truth is, 
that its Ippearance there is only a mark 
of the degree of the diſeaſe, and not in 
the leaſt of its cure, and is not, therefore, 

cenerally to be wiſhed for. The redneſs 
about this part is occaſioned by the ſharp- 
neſs of the ſecretions in the bowels, and 
conſequently of the ſtools, which lightly 
inflame and ſometimes  excoriate the 
parts about the anus, and in a bad thruſt 
will do ſo long before the complaint is 


going 
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going off ; but in the lighter kink no 
ſuch effects are produced, or are, at leaſt, 
very ſlight. And, indeed, this redneſs: 
has been ſo often mentioned to me as an 
indication that infants muſt certainly 
have already had a light thruſh, or be 
likely to ſuffer by it very ſoon, where 
children have eſcaped: it altogether; 
that I have ventured to imagine ſuch 
infants may be leaſt of all liable to it, if 
otherwiſe in good health; at leaſt, my 
experience ſeems hitherto to ſupport 
that idea. And I have even conceived, 
that the acidity of the firſt-paſſages 
being in ſome children more confined, 
may prove a remote cauſe of ſuch infants 
being troubled with the thruſh ; hilſt 
others by an open belly, and firmer 
' viſcera, may eſcape it, at the expence 
only of this ſoreneſs of the external 
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IX K remote cauſe of this diſeaſe, 
ſeems to be indigeſtion, whether occa- 
fioned by bad milk, or other unwhole- 
ſome food, or hy the weakneſs of the 
ſtomach.— Perhaps thick victuals, par- 
ticularly if taken hot, and made very 
ſweet; alſo covering the face of the 
child when it ſleeps, or its breathing 
the confined air of the mother's bed, 
may be amongſt theſe cauſes, and ought 
therefore to be avoided. —The proxi- 
mate cauſe, & is the thickneſs, or acri- 

ET | mony 


* Tf ſuch a term, after all that Gavusvs and 
later profeſſors have advanced, may be uſed i in any 
ſenſe diſtinguiſnable from the. diſeaſe irfelf, it is 
preſumed, that the circuniſtances enumerated may 
be diſtinguiſhed from thoſe termed remote cauſęs. 
Should this not be allowed of, the term, proximate 
cauſe, feems to be perfectly uſeleſs, and one to 
which we can never affix any preciſe ideas the 
_ <auſe and the ect being confounded. — But. I do 


not mean to enter far into fach a controverſy, and 
* | Raye 
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mony of the juices ſecreted from the 
glands of the mouth, fauces, ſtomach, 
Kc. producing heat and ſoreneſs in theſe. 


parts.— A tea ſpoonful of cold water 


given every morning has been thought 


a good prophylactic, or preventive... 


M v c E has been ſaid in favor of eme 


tics, eſpecially wine of antimony, as 


being almoſt a ſpecific for this diſeaſe, 
but I cannot ſay it has proved ſo with 
me; nor can I ſee any ſufficient cauſe 
for departing from the more ancient 
practice, in the treatment of this very 


common com Pane. 


| hare touched upon it rather by way of apology 


for the uſe I have made of the, term, in this and 


other parts, and to mark an obſcurity which 1 
leave thoſe to ſettle whoſe province it may be to 
take the lead in ſuch matters. It were well, how- 


ever, it ſome able pathologiſt could affix ſome idea 


that might be univerſally adopted, ſo that when 
we meet with the term in different authors, no 


nr might be at a loſs for the meaning. 


THERE | 
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THERE can be no objection, after 
having properly opened the bowels, to 
adminiſtering an emetic, and where the 
thruſh is of a dark colour, and the whole 
infide of the cheeks are lined with it, I 
believe it will be uſeful, by emptying 
the ſtomach of the crude juices oozing 
into it from the glands of this part. 
But, I think it would be almoſt as end- 
leſs, as 1t would generally be prejudicial, 
to perſeyere 1n the uſe of emetics, for 
days, and even weeks together, and is 
both a ſevere, and an unnatural method 
of treating a tender infant, in which the 
bowels are always the moſt natural out- 
let for its complaints; on which, there- 
fore, nature uniformly throws the offend- 
ing matter on almoſt every occaſion, as 
appears plainly in teething, in which 
the A cannot be primarily 
affected. 
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I believe, therefore, where there is no 
fever, nor any uncommon ſymptom, teſs | 


taceous powders are the beſt and ſafeſt 


remedy ; which may be joined with a 


little magneſia, if the body be coftive; 
or if in the other extreme, and the child 
is very weakly, two or three grains of 


the compound powder of contrayerva in 


its ſtead. Some ſuch preparation ſhould 


be adminiſtered for three or four days 
ſucceſſively, and afterwards ſomething | 
more purgative, to carry down the ſcales 


as they fall off from the parts. For this 
purpoſe, rhubarb is generally the beſt; 
but when the thruſh is very violent, is of 
a dark colour, has come on very rapid- 
ly, and the child is luſty and ſtrong, a 


grain or two of the powder of ſcam- 


mony with calomel, * may be joined 
with 


A very good method of adminiſtering this 
P owder, and other metalline preparations, is that 
mentioned 


2 5 © 
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with it, agrecably to the idea of Hz1s- 


TER ; but this muſt be given with cau- 
tion. After the purgative, the teſtace- 


ous powders ſhould be repeated for two 


or three days as before, till the diſorder 
begins to give way. Afterwards a tea- 
ſpoonful of camomile : tea, or a few drops 
of the compound tincture of gentian, 
well diluted, may be given two or three 
times a day with advantage. 5 

Taz choice of the teſtaceous pow- 


ders, on which ſome writers have ſaid ſo 
much, is, I believe, of very little impor- 


tance; the pureſt and ſofteſt are prefer- 
able. The deſign of theſe medicines, 


mentioned by Dr. Armſtrong, by directing it in 
the form of a pill, which may be broken into ſmall 
pieces, and given mixed up with the child's food; 

by which means, it will not precipitate, and be 


left at the bottom of the ſpoon, as is ſometimes 
the caſe when ſuch remedies are adminiſtered in 
powder, 


F 3 * being 
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being to abſorb and correct the b 
minant acidity, * their effect will be dif- 
covered from the kind of ſtools that 
ſucceed, and the doſe may therefore be 
increaſed or diminiſhed, or they may 
be altogether diſcontinued, as cireum- 
ſtances direct. In the mean time, if 
the child is ſuckled, the nurſe's. diet 
ſhould be attended to, and in general, 
her uſual quantity of porter or ale; 
(which is almoſt always more than ſuf- 
ficient) ſhould be diminiſhed. , 


TRE French phyſicians are of opinion, that 
the thruſh is owing to what they call a putrid al- 
.caline humour, or ſomething analogous thereto, 
rather than to an acid. But this cannot be the 
caſe in the ordinary thruſh, as is manifeſt both 
from the appearance, and the ſour ſmell of the 
ſtools, as well as from the more certain reme- 
dies for the complaint, which are alcalis and abſor- 


bents. 
Is 


* 
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Ix regard to applications to the part, | 


it is neceſſary to obſerve, that as they 


have little to do in curing the complaint, 
it will be improper to have recourſe to 


them very early. I know, indeed, it is 


very common to begin with them, but 
they ſerve only to increaſe the ſoreneſs 
of the parts, (eſpecially in the manner 


they are generally uſed) and to give * 


deceitful appearance of amendment. If 
the inſide of the cheeks and tongue are 
thickly covered with ſloughs, it may 
ſometimes be convenient to clean the 
mouth once a day; but it will in gene- 
ral be uſeleſs, till the complaint is paſt 
the height, the floughs diſpoſed: to fall 
off, and the parts underneath inclined 


to heal. Proper applications will then 


have their uſe, both by keeping the 


mouth clean, and conſtricting and heal- 


ing the raw, and open mouths of the 
excretory veſſels. 5 | | 
F Ss _ | -——_ 
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Fon this purpoſe, an hundred differs 
ent lotions and gargles have been in- 
vented, which from the earlieſt times 

have all been of an aſtringent nature. 
Honey of roſes and. ſpirit of vittiol, ot 

of ſea-falt, as recommended by ETMUL- 
LER and Dr. Snaw, form a very good 
one ; but nothing is preferable to borax, 
which ſome adviſe to be mixed up with 
ſugar, in the proportion of one part of 
the former to ſeven of the latter: 4 
pinch of this put upon the child's tongue 
will be licked to all parts of the mouth. 
But I prefer a mixture of borax and 
common honey, (about two ſcruples or 
a dram of the former to an ounce of the 
latter) which hangs about the fauces 
better than in the form of powder. Ei- 
ther of theſe may be made uſe of as of · 
ten in the day as ſhall be neceſſary to 
keep the parts clean, which they will 


as ated do, without putting the in- 
fant 
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fant to pain, by being forcibly rubbed 
on. I muſt own; I have frequently been 
diſtreſſed, at ſeeing nurſes rub the mouth 


of a little infant, with a rag-mop, as | 


they term it, till they have made it 
bleed ; and this operation they will of- 
ten repeat half a dozen times in a day. 
IT only remains to take notice of the 
black thruſh, as it is called, which is 
confeſſedly a very uncommon complaint 
in the infant ſtate. Dr. ARMSsTRONG 
ſays he has never met with it. I have 
ſeen only two inſtances of it, which were 
in ſtrong and healthy children ; but the 
parts were not perfectly black, and if 
that be intended by the name, theſe 
caſes might not be preciſely that com- 
plaint: they, however, both proved fatal. 
Alfter the ſtomach and bowels have been 
cleanſed, I believe, a decoction of the 
bark, with a little aromatic confection, i is. 


the moſt likely medicine to be of ſervice, 
and 
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and is ſometimes neceſſary in the worſt 

kind of common thruſh, when the ſuc- 
ceeding floughs are very opake, thick, 
and of a dark colour; which is, how- 
ever, always a dangerous ſymytom. 


The Rep-Gum, or BENIGN-ERUPTION. 


10 E Red- gum is an effloreſcence on 
the ſkin, appearing uſually in ſmall 
ſpots, often confined to the face and 
neck; but at others, it extends to the 
hands and legs, and even the whole 
body, appearing in very large. patches, 
and ſometimes raiſed above the ſurface. 
It will likewiſe appear in the form of 
ſmall puſtules, filled with a limpid, or 
ſometimes a purulent, or yellow liquor ; 
at leaſt, I have never known what name 
to give this kind of eruption, but that 
of a rank red-gum, as it happens only in 

| the 
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the month, or ſoon afterwards, and never 
gives any trouble. There is another 
ſpecies as ſmall as pins heads, or even 


their points; firmer than the former; 


often of a pearl colour, and opake, which 
has generally been accounted a kind of 
red-gum ; but it has of late been ſug- 
geſted, might for diſtinction ſake, be 
termed the white-gum. * Every ſpecies 
of this eruption is produced by the ſame 
cauſe as the thruſh, but can ſcarcely be 
termed a complaint, being a kindly ef- 
fort of nature to throw off ſome acri- 
' mony ; conſequently an evidence of the 
ſtrength of the conſtitution, as the thruſh 


* TT is to this complaint, that Vocerivs 
ſeems to give the name of achores; but the old 
writers differ in this reſpect — of that complaint, 
however, more will be ſaid in another place, when 
ſpeaking | of diſorders ended under obſolete 


terms. 


13, 


92 Rxp-· GGW. ; 
is, uſually, of its weakneſs. In the for- 
mer, nature throws off the offending 
matter on the ſurface more completely 
than in the latter, and therefore, when 
the eruption is W e no aſſiſi- 
ance. N 
Ox this account it is, I e ö 
that writers have not uſually taken no- 
tice of it, though it ſhould ſeem requi- 
ſite, if only for the ſatisfaction of parents, 
who are ſometimes diſtreſſed on account 
of it, eſpecially if it be of the more 
extenſive and rank ſpecies, It is neceſ- 
ſary only to give a little teſtaceous pow- 
der, or magneſia, according to the ſtate 
of the bowels, and to keep the child 
moderately warm, otherwiſe the raſh 
ſtriking in, the acrimony will fall on 
the firſt-paſſages, and be ſucceeded by 
fickneſs, or purging, (till the eruption 
appears again on the ſkin) or not unfre- 


quently by the thruſh, or a ſlight return 
of 
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of it, if the child has randy recovered 
from it. 1 


Enur rioxs on the SkIx. 


Ir; is, by no means, my intention to 
enter largely into this extenſive ſubject, 
but imperfe&ly underſtood, perhaps, 
even to this day. In another part of 
the work I ſhall treat of the ſcall'd-head, 
and two or three other troubleſome af- 
fections of the ſkin, but ſhall at preſent 
confine myſelf to ſuch eruptions as are 
peculiar to the ſtate of infancy. 

- INFANTS are liable to various ano- 
malous kinds of raſh, both in the month, 
and till the period of teething is over. 
The early ones may be regarded as a 
fort of red-gum, and children who are 
moſt ſubject to them, generally have 
their bowels in a better ſtate; the raſts 
2 carrying off, as has been ſaid, the acidi- 
ty * with which they ſo much abound, 


+7 See HARRIsS, pages 223 23. 
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Ir may be remarked, however, that. Y 
when infants at the breaſt are inclined. 
to frequent. returns of ſome eruption " 
on the fkin, if the child be always i in- 1 
diſpoſed at ſuch ſeaſons, the raſh will * 
often be found owing to ſome ill qua- | b 
lity in the breaſt-milk, which ought =E 
therefore to be examined, and particu- " 
larly in regard to its taſte. On ſuch 1 
occaſions I have found, that milk which c 
has been above a twelve-month old, has 5 
contracted a very unpleaſant flavour, and , 
that upon changing the wet-nurſe, a ü 
very ill looking raſh has immediately x 
abated, and has ſoon afterwards entire- ws 
1y diſappeared, W with the other N 
complaints. e 
Ox ſpecies of theſe early raſhes. , 
often takes place about the time of ? 
teething, and not unfrequently at the : 
decline of fevers or ſevere bowel com- 


plaints ; inſomuch that, vpon 4 ſudden 
appearance 


* 


1 
4 
. 
1,54 
Why! 
(2 
18 
3 
38 *3Þ 
| 4 
— 4 7 
[4 
4 . 
P 2 
£ 
1 
$6748 
7 
nn. 
1 % 
[ a 
. 1 
9 
! 1 
1 
1 
f | * 
| — 
N 7 
N 
yt 
if 
ns + 
1 
en 
113 
1 
ns 
tus 
_y 
3 
1 a 
1 
1 5 
3 Ls 
N f 
1 
* 
{ * 
oy 
? U 
il f 
it 
= 
" i 
Wein 


Ekurrioxs on the Skin, 95 


appearance of it during a ſerious ill- 
neſs, I have often ventured to prog- 
noſticate the recovery. This raſh very 
much reſembles the itch, both in regard 


to the little watery heads and foul 


blotches; and is confined to no particular 
part of the body, though it appears 
more frequently about the face and neck. 


Indeed, I have ſeen the whole body ſo 
covered with it (and mixed with an 


eruption about the face, of a different 
appearance, and evidently red- gum) 
that in a conſultation, it has been by 
ſome taken to be the true itch. This 


eruption is certainly ſalutary, and even 


eritical, requires nothing but to avoid 
taking cold, and is mentioned only be- 
cauſe it is not an uncommon appear- 
ance, and parents who are unacquainted 
with it, are apt to be alarmed at it. 


Bur there is a very common raſh 


that calls for more attention, and to 
which 
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which medical writers hare given the 
name of Crufta laftea, { Laftumen, of milks 


blotches), which has a very unplea- 


ſant appearance, but is notwithſtanding 
equally innocent with the former, and 
even prevents other complaints. 1 
think I never ſaw an infant much load 


ed with it, but it has always been healthy, 


and cut its teeth remarkably well. In- 
deed, it falls to the lot of the fineſt chi 
dren, and ſuch .as are well nouriſhed; 
whence ſome have imagined it owing 
only to the richneſs of the milk. “ 
And it is remarkable in this eruption, 
that however thick and long - continued 
the ſcabs may be, the cruſta lactea nevet 


excoriates, nor leaves any ſcar on the 


Parts. 


Ir appears firſt on the foreticnd; and 


ſometimes on the os. efron: ra 


See As rERVUc. 
half 
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half-way over- the face, in the form 'of 
large looſe ſcabs, and appears not very 
unlike the ſmall pox after they are 
turned. Very little, I believe, is neceſ 
ſary to be done; but in bad caſes a per- 
petual bliſter may ſometimes be of ſer- 
vice. It uſually diſappears of itſelf 
when the child has cut three or four 


teeth, though it may ſometimes conti- 


nue for ſeveral months, and in a very 
few inſtances even for years: in ſuch 


caſes, the Harrowgate, or any other ſul- 


phureous water will have a good effect ; 
but the medicines commonly preſcribed 


do nothing. I have known teſtaceous 


powders and various alteratives admi- 


niſtered to no purpoſe, as people of rank 


are very anxious to have it removed if 
it be poſſible. I was lately conſulted 
for a child who had taken a grain of ca- 
lomel, at ſhort intervals, for ſeveral 
months without any benefit, and fortu- 

- nately 
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nately without any injury; which is 
rarely the caſe when powerful medicines 
are adminiſtered unneceſſarily. This 
raſh will now and then make its appear- 
ance very early, and has then been miſ- 
taken by thoſe who are not much accuſ- 
tomed to very young children, for the 
effects of the venereal diſeaſe. I not 
long ago ſaw ſuch a caſe, and adviſed 
only to keep the body open with a lit- 
tle magneſia; the complaint got no 
worſe, and upon cutting ſome teeth, 
diſappeared as uſual. I have known it, 

| however, diſappear ſuddenly, previouſly 
to any teeth being cut, and after ſome 
weeks become more violent than ever; 
the infant remaining all the while 1 in 

perfect health. | 
Ir were almoſt endleſs to enumerate 
the various kinds of raſh to which infants 
are liable, but I mean chiefly to confine 
my remarks to the more important, or 
. 
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rare ones, and ſuch as may not have 
been deſcribed by preceding writers. 
Among ſuch are the following, whoſe 
unuſual appearance are apt to alarm pa- 
rents and others, not accuſtomed to ſee 


them. 


TRE firſt I ſhall notice appears chief- 
ly in teething children, very much re- 
ſembles the meaſles, and has been ſome- 
times miſtaken for it. It is preceded 
by ſickneſs at the ſtomach, but is at- 
tended with very little fever, though 
the raſh continues very florid for three 
days, like the meaſles, but does not dry 
off in the manner of that diſeaſe, It re- 
quires nothing more than the ſhell-pow- 
ders, or ſometimes the addition of a lit- 
tle nitre and compound powder of con- 
trayerva, with a doſe or two of -rhu- 
barb, or other gentle laxative, on the 

going off of the raſh. — 8 
5 — 


100 Enxvrrioxs on the Skix. 


A eruption till leſs frequently met 
with, appears ſometimes after children 
have cut all their firſt teeth. I know 
not what name ought to be given to 
this kind of eruption, which breaks out 
in the form of round lumps, as large as 
midling- ſized peas, very hard, with a 
very ted baſe, and white at the top, as if 
they contained a little lymph. 

TAE come out ſuddenly without 
previous ſickneſs at the ſtomach, are not 
ſore, diſpoſed to itch, nor ever give any 
trouble, and are ſeldom ſeen but on 
parts that are uſually uncovered, and 
are ſometimes there in great numbers, 
reſembling the diſtin& ſmall-pox ; but 
are harder, more inflamed, and leſs pu- 
rulent. | 

ALARMING, as well as unuſual, as is 
this appearance, I believe the eruption 
is always perfectly harmleſs, if not re- 


pelled by cold, or improper treatment; 
and 
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and will dry away in three or four.days : 
nothing more being neceſſary than the 
little remedies, directed for the former, 
and to keep the child within doors, if 
the weather be cold. 

AN eruption of an appearance equally 


uncommon and analogous to the above, 


I have met with only in children of at 
leaſt three or four years of age, and ſuch 
as have alſo been affected with flight 
ſymptoms of ſcrofula; though I have 
not ſeen it frequently enough to aſcer- 
tain its being, in any degree, owing to 
that ſpecific virus. It breaks out ſud- 
denly, covering at once the greater part 
of the body, but occafioning neither 
pain nor itching, nor are children fick at 
the ſtomach nor otherwiſe ill with it, 
though it laſts for two or three weeks. 


Tais eruption, therefore, like ſome 


others, is taken notice of chiefly for its 
ſingular appearance, which, though ſome- 
G 3 what 
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what like the nettle-raſh, is of a different 
figure, but may be pretty exactly con- 
ceived of by the little red Jumps ſome- 
times left by the ſmall-pox, after they 


are turned, and alſo rubbed, or picked 


off; eſpecially after the chryſtalline or 
warty ſpecies, and where the puſtules 
have been pretty numerous. 

Ir the firſt-paſſages are at all diſturb- 


ed, my attention is principally directed 


to them, otherwiſe to the ſtate of the 
ſkin; and in this caſe, I have uſually 
directed ſmall doſes of Dr. James's 


| powder, to be taken for a few nights at 


going to bed, and the polyehreſt falt 
and rhubarb, occaſionally, in the courſe 
of the day, with or without the addi- 
tion of a little of the acitated water of 
ammonia. | 

In the courſe of a few days the erup- 


tion puts on a darker colour, is leſs pro- 
minent, and begins to ſcale off in a 


branny 
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branny ſcurf, ſomewhat like the mea- 
les: but ſhould no ſuch change take 
place, the vinum antimonii ſhould be 
taken two or three times a day; to 
which, if no amendment ſhould ſoon be 
perceived, a few drops of the tinctura 
cantharidis may be added ; a remedy 
often very efficacious in diſorders of the 
kin; but ſhould be miniſtered with 
caution. 

ANOTHER raſh, or rather eruption, 
takes place both in bowel complaints 
and in teething, and always appears to 
be beneficial. It confiſts of veſications 
or bliſters of different fizes, reſembling 
little ſcalds or burns, and continues for 
ſeveral days. They come out in differ- 
ent parts, but chiefly on the belly, ribs, 
and thighs ; and contain a ſharp lymph, 
which it may be prudent to let out by a 
puncture with a needle, eſpecially from 
the larger ones. No medicine is ne- 

6 4 Cceeſſary 
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ceſſary but ſuch as the particular ſtate of 
the bowels may call for, which uſually 
abound with acidity whenever there is 
much eruption on the kin. 
Ax eruption, vulgarly termed ſcor- 
butic, infeſting the face and neck, and 
diſcharging a ſharp ichor that excori- 
ates wherever it runs, and difficult of 
cure by chemical alteratives, will often 
yield in a ſhort time to the expreſſed 
juice of the ſium aquaticum. From one, 
to four or five table ſpoonsful may be 
given, mixed with one or more ſpoonsful 
of new milk, three times a day, accord- 
ing to the child's age, and the ſtate of 
its ſtomach ; taking care, at the ſame. 
time, to keep the bowels open by ſenna- 
tea or other common laxative. | 
I SHALL cloſe this account with a de- 
ſcription of an eruption that is fingular 
enough, reſembling very much the her- 
pes or broadring worm, or the aduſt-co- 
loured 
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| loured ſpots left on the face after an at- 


tack of St. Anthony's fire. I have ſeen 
it in various parts, but I think only on 
ſuch as are more or leſs liable to be fret- 
ted by ſome part of the infant's dreſs, 
eſpecially on the nates and contiguous 


parts covered by the cloths ; where the 
blotches are always the broadeſt and 


moſt rank. Were it to appear no where 
elſe, it would ſeem to be occaſioned by 
ſome ſharpneſs of the urine and ſtools, 
as the ſkin has a very heated appearance, 
though the eruption, I believe, is not at 
all painful. It frequently breaks out 
before the period of teething, but the 
bowels are generally ſomewhat diſorder- 
ed, and the ſtools voided very green, or 
elſe become ſo very ſoon afterwards. 


This I take to be one of thoſe eruptions 
occaſioned by ſome bad quality of the 
breaſt-milk, as I have never met with it. 
but in young infants whoſe nurſes milk 

has 
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has been old, and has alſo contracted. 
a very diſagreable taſte, If that ſhould 
not be the caſe, the raſh will probably 
require nothing but the light abſorbent 
medicines before mentioned, and to 
guard againſt conſtipation. But if theſe 
means ſhould not ſucceed in a ſhort 
time, the nurſe ought to be changed. 
IN all the eruptive complaints of in- 
fants, taking cold ought to be carefully 
_ avoided, and great caution be uſed in 
regard to all externalapplications, as well 
as keeping the belly open. If the childis 
fick at the ſtomach, a little magneſia, 
teſtaceons powders, or the compound 
powder of contrayerva joined with | 
them, may be given now and then ; of 
ſhould the raſh be baſtily ſtruck in, and 
the child be ill, it ſhould be immediate- 
ly put into a warm-bath and afterwards 
take five or fix grains of the aromatic 
„„ confection, 
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confection, with, or without a few drops 
of the wine of n, in * mint 
water. 

Solrp any ſcabs become very dry 
and hard, which the cruſta lactea will 
ſometimes be, eſpecially when they ex- 


tend to the crown of the head, and ſeem 
to give pain, they may be touched with 


2 little cream, or with oil of almonds 
mixed with a few drops of the water of 
kali; but not a large furface at a time. 
Or ſhould they be very moiſt, and cauſe 
pain by ſticking to the cap, they may be 
duſted with a little common powder, or 
with flowers of ſulphur, and covered 
with a ſinged rag, but I ſhould be very 
cautious of doing much more; as the 
ſuppreſſion of any conſiderable eruption 
on the ſkin may occaſion the worſt ef- 


ing. 


SORE. 


fects, eſpecially during the time of teeth- 
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8 LI H T bliſters and a 


behind the ears of infants are ſo very 
common, that almoſt every parent is 
wel] acquainted with them, and in gene- 
ral require only to be waſhed with cold 
water, or covered with a ſinged rag, to 


keep the cap from ſticking to them, and 


thereby giving the child pain. They 


are, moreover, often very uſeful, eſpeci- 
ally during bowel complaints, or the 
eruption of the teeth. But there is in 


ſome children of a groſs habit of body, 


and eſpecially about the time of teeth- 


ing, a ſpecies of ulcer that often requires 
attention, on account of its extending 
low down in the neck, occaſioning great 


pain, and ſpreading into large and deep 


lores, inſomuch that a mortification has 


ſometimes 
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ſometimes come on, and even the pro- 
ceſſus maſtaideus has become carious. Here 


fomentations will be neceſſary, eſpecial- 
ly thoſe of bark, and its powder ſhould 
be adminiſtered internally. Such caſes, 
however, do not often occur ; but when- 
ever the ſores are large the cure ſhould 
be begun by a bliſter on the back, in 


order to dra off the heated ſerum that 


flows to the parts. I have uſually given 
an opening powder of teſtacea and rhu- 
barb, with a little nutmeg, and ſome- 
times nitre, to which 1s added-either ca-. 
lomel, cinnabar of antimony, or hydrar- 


Orus cum ſulphure ; the latter of which, I 


think I have found more ſerviceable in 
ſome eruptive complaints in-young chil- 
dren, than ſeems to be. generally ima- 


gined. But above all, ſome mercurial, 


ſhould be made uſe of to the ſores, which, 


though they. are often apparently dar 


flamed, never offends them, A very 
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clean and elegant preparation of ws a] 
kind 1 is the following, 8 
R. Calomelan. 3j ad 3ij. 
VUng. Sambuci 3j m. ft. linimentum. 
A little of this liniment ſpread on 


each fide of a piece of doubled linen - 
cloth, and applied twice a day, will do 
more than all the fomentations, or heal. 
ing ointments, that I have ever ſeen 


uſed ; and indeed has always ſucceeded 


with me, though I have often been told 


the ſores had ſpread deeper from day to 


day under various other applications. 
From ſuch treatment I have never found 
the leaſt ill effects, but children have 
preſerved their health as well as if the 


ſores had kept open, which, when be- 
nign, are certainly defigned by nature as 
a preſervative from ſome other com- 


plaints, eſpecially thoſe of the ſtomach 


and bowels, of which I now proceed tc to 


take notice. 
| vo 
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common complaint of infants, I mean 
when confidered as a diſeaſe, unleſs it be 
attendant upon ſome other, of which it 


is then rather a ſymptom, or the conſe- 
quence of ſuch diſeaſe improperly treat- 


ed. Neither are infants in health diſ- 
poſed to vomit frequently, unleſs the 


ſtomach is overloaded, the milk is then 
uſually ejected as ſoon as it it taken, and 


comes up unchanged. Nor is this to 


be conſidered as a diſeaſe, or as calling 


for the diſcipline recommended by ſome 
writers, Wherefore ſhould the reſidue 
of the aliment be forced off the ſtomach 
by an emetic, when it has already part- 
ed with all the oppreſſive abundance ? 
| This kind of puking is not attended 


with any violence to the ſtomach : the 


milk, 
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milk, or other food ſeems to come up 


without any ſenfible action of the ſto- 


mach, or the child being fick. Nay, it 


is at once fo common to ſome of the 


fineſt children, that it is a ſaying with 
ſome old nurſes, (though I am not very 


partial to many of their proverbs) that 
a puking child is a thriving child ; and 
when ſuch ejection comes only ſoon af- 
ter ſucking or feeding, and the aliment 
is caſt up ſcarcely changed, matter of 
fact verifies the obſervation. * But if 
the food remains ſome time on the ſto· 


mach, it will then be thrown up in a 


curdled ſtate, which is an indication to 
attend to it, if it happens frequently. 
Not that the milk ought not to curdle 
on the ſtomach, which it always muſt 
do, in order to a due ſeparation of its 


component parts, and is the chief, if not 


* See PRIMEROs 3 De Morbis Infant. 


the 
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the only digeſtion, it undergoes in the 
ſtomach. The whey and the rich oil 
are there ſeparated from the curd and 
earthy particles, the former being taken 
up by the lacteal, or milky-veſſels in 
the bowels, * is converted into blood; 
whilſt the bulk of the latter is carried 
down and expelled with the other ex- 
crementitious parts of the food, and gaſ- 
trie juices, for which nature has no uſe. 
This curdling of the milk, therefore, is 


* It is not intended in this place to ſpeak with 
phyſiological accuracy, but merely to afford com- 
mon readers ſome idea of the nature of the firſt 
digeſtion ; in the ſecond, indeed, it is probable, 
that ſome portion of every conſtituent part of our 
food may be farther prepared to become nutritious z 
the thinner ſerving to renew the finer parts of our 
lyltem, and the groſſer, ſuch as the earthy parti- 
cles, &c. more adapted to the renovation of the 
muſcles, tendons, bones, &c. may be depoſited in 
theſe parts. : | 
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the natural courſe of digeſtion, though 
many writers have not been ſufficiently 
attentive to it, and Harris has aſſerted 
it is owing to a predominant acid. But 
when the milk comes up in a curdled 
ſtate, it proves that the ſtomach having. 
digeſted what it had received, hath not 

power to puſh-it forward into the bow- 


els, and therefore throws up a part of 
it. * If this be the caſe, the ſtomach 


may perhaps require to be emptied of its 


whole contents, which may be eaſily 
done. by giving a little warm water, or 
camomile tea. The cauſe of the indi- 


geſtion was an accidental repletion; that 


* I have known a child throw up a piece of 
curd full as large as the thumb of a grown perſon, 


and as firm as a piece of dough ;- and be perfectly 


well the next minute. When infants, not over-fed, 
throw up the milk uncurdled, after it has been 
ſome time in the ſtomach, it is always a worſe 
ſign. 
removed, 


Voxtrrzxo. 2 
removed, together witll the conſequent 
foulneſs, or bad juices of the ſtomach, 
the effect alſo will generally ceaſe, and 


unleſs the vomiting returns, from any 


farther injury the repletion may have 
occaſioned, it requires nothing more. 
To diſtreſs the child, on every ſuck 
occafion, with a fickening emetic, or 


drench it with rhubarb and magneſia, is 


as needleſs as it wquld be to awake a pa- 
tient out of a ſound ſleep to give him an 
opiate, Only let the child faſt a little 
after having emptied. the ſtomach of its 
load, and the nurſe. be careful not te 
overfil it for the, future, and it will 


rarely want any other aſſiſtance. 
Ir the vomiting, on the other hand, 


has ariſen from acrid diet, a little far- 


ther diſcipline may be requifite, becauſe 
ſome half-digeſted food has got into the 
bowels, perhaps for ſeveral days toge- 


ther. In this caſe, a gentle laxative, 
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and change of food for one of a milder 


kind, is all that is generally neceſſary; 
or if there be a prevailing acidity in the 
ſtomach, either the teſtaceous powders, 
or magneſia, (according to the ſtate of 
the bowels) may be mixed with the 
food, or be otherwiſe adminiſtered for 
two or three days, as the occaſion may 


require. Or a drop or two of the water 


of kali, or a little caſfile, or almond ſoap, 
are excellent remedies, eſpecially when 
the ſtools are unuſually green, or clayey; 
not only as they will tend to promote a 
ſecretion of the gall, but correct acidi- 
ty.* For which purpoſe alſo,-myrrhe, 
though an obſolete, ſeems to be an ex- 

* IT is well known, how ſmall a quantity of 
ſoap put into a churn will prevent a due ſepara- 
tion of the component parts of the milk, ſo as to 


allow very little, or no butter to be made; 


v/hereas, a little vinegar effects the ſeparation 


almoſt inſtantaneouſly, and ſaves a vaſt deal of 


4 


trouble. 
ceellent 
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cellent remedy, when infants are a few: 
months old. Should the vomiting. be 
a ſymptom attending ſome other diſeaſe, 
its remedy will turn on the proper treat- 
ment of its cauſe. If ſuch cauſe be the 
ſudden diſappearance of ſome eruption 
on the ſkin, the child may be put into a 
tepid bath, the limbs be well rubbed as: 
ſoon as it is taken out of the water, and 
the infant be then put to bed: and if 
the vomiting continues, an emetic ſhould 


be given, and afterwards a bliſter a pplied 
to the pit of the ſtomach. 


Having mentioned emetics, I ſhall 
take this occaſion to obſerve; that the 


choice of them will be always beſt de- 
termined by the nature of the complaints 
for which they are adminiſtered. In 
thoſe of the firſt-paſſages, ipecacuanha 
is generally the beſt, but if a fever 


ſhould attend, or it be wiſhed to pro- 


mote a gentle perſpiration, thoſe of an- 
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timony are preferable ; or laſtly, i in diſ- 
orders of the breaſt, the oxymel, con- 


ſerve, or tincture of ſquills. 


Bo r a more troubleſome vomiting will 


ſometimes ariſe in unhealthy children, 
from too great a ſenſibility, or too great 
an irritability of the nerves of the ſto- 
mach. Such medicines are then indi- 
cated as will brace, or ſtrengthen that 


organ, and abate its ſenſibility, For 
the former, a cold infuſion of the bark, 


or of camomile flowers, with orange 


peel, and ſometimes a little rhubarb. 


For the latter, a ſaline mixture with a 
drop or two of laudanum. -And the 
benefit of theſe may be increaſed by 
aromatic and ſpirituous fomentations to 
the pit of the ſtomach, or by the labda- 
num plaiſter, with a little theriaca added 


to it. 


GRIPES 


( ng 
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TAE Gripes is a very common term 
amongſt nurſes, and ſome writers on 
children's diſeaſes have treated of it un- 
der a diſtin&t head; but this ſerves to 
perplex matters, inſtead of explaining 
them. If a child be not hungry, or 
hurt by ſome parts of its dreſs, there are 
always ſymptoms attending, that will 
account for its crying, and other ex- 
preſſions of pain. The cauſe is, indeed, 
very commonly in its bowels, and may 
be increaſed by coſtiveneſs, which has 
already been treated of, but more com- 
monly manifeſts itſelf by a purging, 
which comes next in n to be con- 


ſidered, 
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UNDER the article of vomiting it 
was obſerved, that frequent puking is 
oftentimes an attendant upon ſome other 
complaint, and then demands a peculiar 
attention, and is to be treated agreeably 
to the nature of ſuch complaints; and 
there is, perhaps, none which it more 
frequently accompanies than a Diarrhea, 
or Purging. | 
VomiTiNG and Purging very often 
ariſe from unwholeſome milk or other 
food, from a moiſt cold air, or-from the 
ſudden diſappearance of ſome eruption 
on the ſkin, The purging is not then 
haſtily to be ſtopped, nor even abſorbent 
powders to be given, till the offenſive 
matter be firſt carried off; and if a vo- 
miting attend, the cure ſhould begin 
by adminiſtering an emetic. But though 
the 
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the purging ought not to be_ checked 
without previous evacuations, nor to be 
ſtopped haſtily, yet it is not to be treat- 
ed with a daily exhibition of rhubarb, 
which, though a common practice with 
many, ſerves to keep up a purging after 
the cauſe has been removed, by creating 
a continual irritation in the bowels. 
The diarrbæa, indeed, is a complaint 
often as difficult to treat as any in the 
infant ſtate, and is therefore worthy of 
particular attention. In a general way 
it may be ſaid, that a ſufficient doſe or 

two of rhubarb ſhould be adminiſtered 

in the beginning, and afterwards abſorb- 
ents. If the purging ſhould ſtill con- 
tinue, am emetic will be neceſſary, as 
purges do not always lie long enough 
in the ſtomach to carry off the offenſive 
matter it contains. After this, it is often 
neceſſary, the child ſhould be purged 
again, for it ſhould be always remem 

| bered, 
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bered, that many complaints of infants; | 


whether ſeated only in the firſt-paſſages, 
or attended with fever, will frequently 


ſeem to be giving way upon procur- | 
ing ſtools freely, but will ſoon return 


if the ſame means be not repeated, till 


the whole irritating matter be carried 


down. Should ſuch repetition fail of 
ſucceſs, though the diet has been cate- 
fully attended to, the uſe of them at pre- 
ſent ſhould be laid afide, and recourſe 
| ſhould again be had to abſorbents, and 
if there be no fever, to light cordials, 
and even to opiates, without the latter 
of which, many bowel complaints will 
not admit of a laſting cure, owing to the 
great irritability of infants. Such me- 
dicines are not indeed very often re- 
quired till children are ſome months 
old: but when they are found neceſſary, 
not only may ſyrup of white poppies, 
but even laudanum be given with the 
| moſt 
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moſt perfect ſafety ; * though from the 
time of GALEN, (who cautions againſt 
giving theriaca to children) till of later 
years, many phyficians have been fear- 
ful of directing them, (arguing from 
their abuſe againſt their uſe) and eſpe- 
cially HAxRIs, who in other reſpects, 

has written ſo well on their diſeaſes, I 
remember being called to ſee an infant 

of only two days old, who, through a 

miſtake, had taken ſome hours before, 
ſour drops of laudanum. The parents 
were greatly alarmed at the child's lying 
in a ſtupid, drowſy ſtate, without being 
able to take the breaſt or open its eyes. 
I encouraged them, however, to believe 
the laudanum would do no kind of harm, 

if they would frequently get a little 


* From the half of a drop, to two, or three 
drops, in the courſe of the day, will be a proper 
quantity for infants from a week old, to the age 
of ſix months. 


breaſt- 
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breaſt-milk down with a tea-ſpoon. 
Accordingly, though the child lay ſſeep- 
_ Ing above fix and thirty hours, it after. 
wards awoke perfectly well, —This: is 
mentioned, however, only by way of 
encouragement to ſuch as may be fear- 
ful of adminiſtering opiates even where 
they are neceſſary. They are, never- 


theleſs, very powerful medicines, and 


ſhould be preſcribed with. due caution 


for patients of every age, and eſpecially 
for infants. A like caution may be 


neceſſary in regard to cordials, which 
are, nevertheleſs, in many caſes equally 


proper, notwithſtanding a modern pre- 
judice againſt them. There is a certain 
coldneſs and languor in infants when 
they are ill, eſpecially under ſome bow- 
el complaints; and wheneve zthey may 
_be in that ſtate, that claſs of medicines 
will have a very haPPF effect 
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'PoRGING in children, it is to be ob- 
ſerved, is not always a diſeaſe. The 
bowels are the great natural, and criti- 
cal outlet in infants, as the pores of the 
kin, and the kidneys are in adults, 
Not the mere diſcharge, therefore, but 
the cauſe of it is, in the firſt inſtance, to 
be removed, and the ill effects are to be 


guarded againſt by keepiag the purging 


within bounds. For this purpoſe, the 
chalk julep, as it is an aſtringent only by 
abſorbing the acrid, or changing the 


acid, and irritating matter, is as ſafe as 


it is uſeful, becomes an excellent ano- 


dyne, or compoſing medicine, and after 


the bowels have been well cleanſed, will 
uſually accompliſh the cure. 

Dr. ARMSTRONG takes occaſion to 
ſpeak againſt the uſe of abſorbent pow- 
ders, and prefers wine of antimony, be- 


cauſe modern writers appear to depend 


o much on the former, from their 
known 
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known property of correcting acidity, 
previous to the exhibition of purges; 
and ſays, that in caſes of extreme dan- 
ger, a phyſician who is called in late, 
would, according to this practice, often 
find no opportunity for purging at all. 
But ſurely this is ſcarcely an argument 
to prove the ſuperiority of his method, 
ſince no writer that I know of, ever de- 
ſigned it as a rule without exception; 
and Harris, who has ſaid as much as 
any man in commendation of the abſorb- 
ent powders, does not deny the expe- 
diency of ſometimes beginning with 
purgative medicines. But had it been 
-otherwiſe, the argument goes no farther 
than to prove, that in-caſes of great dan- 
ger, the wine of antimony, being both 
an emetic and a purge, ought to precede 
the uſe of the teſtaceous powders. In- 
Nead of this, Dr ArmgTRONG flides into 
a general concluſion from premiſes evi- 

dently 
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dently limited; though he has advanced 
nothing againſt an eſtabliſhed, and ſuc- 
ceſsful method of treatment. And 1 
may add, that whilſt he is fearful, that 
the abſorbent powders, (which nobody 
preſcribes without ſome purging medi- 
cines) ſhould check the looſeneſs, and 
thereby increaſe the fever ; he ventures, 
after a repetition of the antimony, to 
adminiſter what he calls a gentle pare- 
goric, or opiate, to appeaſe the pain, 
conſiſting of a dram of ſyrup of white 
poppies, repeated every three or four 
hours, till that end be obtained. So that 
if the pain ſhould continue for nine hours, 
a Child will take half an ounce of the 
ſyrup; and this Dr. AxmsTRONG obſerves 
is the only medicine he gives, except 
wine of antimony,. which (notwithſtand- 
ing the opiate) he ſuppoſes to be the ef- 
ficient remedy. 


| Ir 
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IT is an improper exhibition of ab. 


ſorbents, I apprehend, rather than their 


doſe, that has made ſome practitioners 


ſo averſe to them; for they certainly 
ought, in many. caſes, to be given in 
large quantities : but if adminiſtered 
too carly, and long continued, the ſtools 
may become like plaiſter of Paris, and 
be with difficulty excreted. Such an 
inſtance is mentioned by Boztrnaave, 
who had, nevertheleſs, a very favorable 
opinion of them, as will be noticed here- 
after, There is, however, ſome fallacy 
in regard to the colour of the ſtools, as 
this kind is frequently obſerved in chil- 
dren who have never taken any of the 
teſtacea, if the ſecretion of the bile be 
obſtructed ; as in jaundiced adults. 

Ix his ſecond edition, Dr. ARM- 


STRONG mentions another method he has 


fallen upon for curing this diſorder, 


which, however, appears to be recurring 
to 


tic 


tio 
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to the ancient method of treating bowel 
complaints, and ſeems, indeed, to over- 
turn the idea he had entertained of the 
ſuperiority of wine of antimony over 
eyery other medicine. This method, 
he tells vs, is by cleanfing the bowels, 
by means of proper purgatives, joined 
with anodynes, or opiates, intermixed in 
ſuch a manner as to correct the griping 


quality of the medicines, and leſſen the 


ſtimulus occaſioned by the acrimony of 
the ſtools.—A plan worthy of imita- 
tion, it is apprehended, and though not 
likely to be proper in all caſes, muſt, as 
an occaſional practice, be ſafe and — 
neficial. 

To return, it is of ſome conſequence 
to learn what part of the bowels is par- 


ticularly affected, and the degree of pain 


children may endure; and ſome indica- 
tion may be had from undreſſing the 


child, and carefully examining the belly, 


I and 
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and gently preſſing in different parts, ag 
well as from the different expreſſions of 
pain the infant may manifeſt, either by 
à forcible contraction of one or both 
legs, or of the arms, according as the 
irritating matter may be higher or low- 
er, or on one, or both ſides of the bel- 
ly; alſo from the coldneſs of the feet. 
Regard is alſo to be paid to the kind of 
ſtools that come away, which in a diar- 
rhœa are ſeldom good, and are uſually 
diſtinguiſhed into the ſour and curdled, 
flimy, green, clayey, watery, and bloody, 
ſome of which are at times alſo fetid; 
and in this caſe, ſome powerful purga- 
tive, ſuch as ſenna-tea, is oftentimes ne- 
ceſſary, if the child is not very young. 
True bloody ſtools, however, are leſs 
common in infants than adults, and ſel- 
dom occur but in the laſt ſtage of the 
diſeaſe ; but a few ſtreaks of blood may 

des. be mixed with the feces, 
T LL: which 
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which arifing only from the hemorroidal 
veins, is of no conſequence. Should 
purgings return frequently, it will be 
very uſeful, (eſpecially in the time of 
teething, or upon the ſtriking in of ſome 
cutaneous eruption), to procure a little 
diſcharge behind the ears, or to apply a 
burgundy-pitch plaiſter to the back. 
For the former purpoſe, ſome finely 
pounded Spaniſb flies may be rubbed on 
the part, till a ſlight excoriation, or raw- 
neſs, is produced; or perhaps a better, 
though not a common method, is to 
draw a piece of courſe doubled worſted, 
or a bit of narrow tape, through a piece 


of common bliſtering-plaiſter, and lay it 


cloſe behind the ears where they riſe 
from the head, and repeating it occa- 
tionally, which will produce a diſcharge 
exactly from the ſpot where it is wont 
naturally to ariſe. | 


I 2 WHEN 
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WukEx the ſtools appear ſour or 
curdled, ot the child is much diſpoſed 
to hiccough, the magneſia, and other 
abſorbent powders are calculated to af. 
ford peculiar aſſiſtance, and may be | 


warmed by the addition of a little grated | 


nutmeg. When the ſtools are green, or | 


white and clayey, a drop or two of water | 


of kali may be occafionally put into the 
other medicines, or a little ſoap be diſ- 
ſolved in the clyſters, which are eſſen- 


tially neceſſary when much griping at- 
tends this complaint: the child's belly } 


may likewife be rubbed with a little 
warm brandy. The following prepara- 
tion is highly extolled by Bozzmaavs, * 
as an almoſt univerſal medicine in the 
diſeaſes of infants; and is certainly a | 
good remedy, eſpecially 1 in . bowel 
complaints : : 


* Epift, ima. —ad J. B. Bass Au: . 8. 
cian at Vienna. | 
TAKE 
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T ARE of Venice ſoap, two drams; © 


prepared pearls, one dram ; prepared 
crabs claws, one dram and a half ; 

ſyrup of marſhmallows, half an ounce; 

mint-water and fennel-water, of each 

three ounces; mix them.—A' deſert 

ſpoonful is directed to be taken once 
= eight hours. 


WHEN purgings have continued a 
long time without any amendment, a pe- 
culiar tightneſs. of the ſkin will ſome- 
times take place in the laſt ſtage of the 
diſeaſe, affording always an unfavour- 
able prognoſtic ; and of which farther 
notice will be taken under the article of 
di- bound. 
Tux true Watery-gripes, ſo called, is 
A the moſt dangerous of all purg- 
ings, and is uſually thought fatal, though 


= perhaps without reaſon ; ſince if proper- 
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Iy treated, children recover from it as 


well as from exceſſive purgings of any 


Other kind, unleſs it happen after ſome 


other illneſs, or to very ſmall and tender 


infants during the month. It is not the 
having a few very thin ſtools, however, 
that is an evidence of the true watery- 


gripes, for in almoſt every purging of a 
few days continuance, the ſtools are very 
thin as well as numerous. But in this 
caſe, they are thin very early in the dil 


eaſe; the child looks wretchedly, and 
every thing it takes runs almoſt imme- 


diately through i t, with very little 
change, as in the lientery of adults. 
TRE cure ſhould be begun by admi- 


niſtering one or more pukes, eſpecially 


when the ſtools are of a dark colour and 


fetid, as they frequently are in the earlier 
periods of the complaint. And to this 
end, a pretty ſtrong one ſhould be pre- 


Ai which ſhould be given in divided 
doſes, 


— ——  D oa, 
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_ doſes, at about a quarter of an hour's diſ- 
tance, till a proper effect is produced; 
and ſome hours afterwards a warm purge 
with rhubarb ſhould be adminiſtered, if 

the diſeaſe be not very far advanced, 
After the' firſt-paſſages have been clear- 

| ed, the eighth part of a grain, or leſs, of 
ipecacuanha, or a drop or two of wine 
of antimony, given every three or four 
hours, with a few grains of the teſtaceous 
powders, or the aromatic confection, ap- 
pear to me amongſt the beſt remedies 
in the earlier periods of the complaint. 
Indeed, very ſmall doſes of ipecacuanha, 
eſpecially if duly guarded by ſome gen- 
tle aromatic, is beth ſo uſeſul and ſafe a 


remedy, that it ſhould not be haſtily laid 


afide ; and when perſevered in the uſe 
of for ſome time, will effect wonders, 
not only in long purgings, but in other 
chronical complaints. 


"EP Is 
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In the more advanced ſtages of the 
watery-gripes, and where the child is 
not very young, the following old me- 
dicine is a very good one Of Locatellis 
balſam, one ounce, and conſerve of red 
roſes, two ounces: from the quantity of 
an horſe-bean to that of a nutmeg, may 
be given three or four times a day, ac- 
cording to the age of the child. The 
labdanum plaiſter likewiſe, as directed 
for vomitings, or the following, may be 
applied to the parts above the navel : 
Take of Venice treacle, one ounce ; ex- 
preſſed oil of mace, two drams ; and oil 
of nutmegs, three drops; mix. them into 
a plaiſter, to be ſpread on a Wee of 
ſoft leather. 

SHOULD theſe means fail, I have 
known the repetition of a vomit give an 
immediate check to the complaint, eſ- 
pecially where the ſtools continue to be- 
remarkably ſour, So long, as this is the 

| caſe, 
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eaſe, it would be both vain and hazard- 
ous to exhibit opiates, or powerful re- 
ſtringents: the acidity muſt be firſt car- 


ried off by warm purges, and be correct- 
ed by abſorbents ; the latter of which 
muſt be given in large, and repeated 


doſes, and frequently their powers be 


augmented by the addition of water of 
kali, or tincture of myrrhe. And an 


excellent remedy ſomctimes, as an anti- 
acid, is the ſpir. ſalis ammon. ſuccinat. of 
Barzs's diſpenſatory. The acidity once 
removed, a ſtarch clyſter may be thrown 

up, two or three times a day, with or 
without a few drops of laudanum, ac- 


cording to the number of the ſtools, and 
| weakneſs of the infant. A drop or two 


of laudanum may now likewiſe be gi- 


ven, once or more in the day, ( accor- 


ding to the age of the child) either join- 
ed with ſome purgative, or in any of the 


Hore-mentioned medicines, or in the 


chalk- 
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chalk-julep, made warm with tinQure 
of cinnamon, or of cardamoms ; and in 
caſes of extremity, in the decoction of 
log-wood, which agrees vary well with 
young children. 

Ix infants ill of watery-gripes, are 
brought up by hand, the ſtricteſt atten- 
tion muſt be paid to 'their food, which 
muſt be changed from one kind to ano- 
ther, and eſpecially trial be made of 
broths, (and to older children white 
meats ) as long as the food ſhall be diſ- 
poſed to turn very acid on the ſtomach, | 
In one caſe, I think I ſaved a child, by 
Bares's julepum vite, lowered with water, 
when. nothing elſe would ſtay on the ſto- 
mach. This ſerved both for food and 
medicine; for the former of which, it 
was ſtil] farther diluted, When the 
watery-gripes, or indeed any violent 
purging, attacks young children at the 


— no other food ought to be given, 
but 
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büt the wet Surf be changed, if the aci- 
dity and purging continue many days, 
and medicine does not ſeem to take a 
proper effect; which it cannot, if any 
offenfive matter be continually thrown 


into the ſtomach. 
IT has already been hinted, that when 


there i is no fever, purging medicines for 


; children ought to be made potentially 
warm, and in no caſe is it more neceſ- 
fary, than in long continued complaints 
of the bowels, which are ſo apt to give 
riſe to ſpaſmodic affections. I am not 
very fond of giving preſcriptions, bur it 
may not here be altogether amiſs for 
fome readers, fince the following, conſi- 
dered as a general medicine, has been 
found ſo frequently ufeful, and will keep 
for a great length of time, 

Tak E of rhubarb from fifteen to 
twenty grains; two ſcruples of mag- 
neſia alba; ſweet fennel, and dill-waters, 


of 
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of each one ounce ; half an ounce, or 
ſix drams of ſyrup of roſes, and fifteen 
or twenty drops of the compound ſpirit 
of ammonia, Of this, one, two, or 
three tea-ſpoonsful may be given two or 
three times a day, and being very plea- 
ſant, infants are never averſe to it. 
BowWEL complaints, it was ſaid, are 
frequently owing to improper food, 
which on this account, ſhould at all 
times be peculiarly attended to; and 
when a purging has taken place, ought 
to be ſuited to the nature of the ſtools. 
In the ſecond part of this work, ſome 
farther notice will be faken of the article 
of children's food; at preſent, I ſhall 
only obſerve, that cow's milk is often 
found to diſagree with them, when their 
bowels are diſpoſed to be too open, at 
which times, a little lean mutton broth, 
or beef-tea is abundantly preferable, On 
the 
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the fame account, ruſks, à and biſcuit- 
powder are more ſuitable than bread; 
but at other times, I believe, either 
the common, or the French roll, which 
is already half digeſted by a previous 
fermentation, is more eaſily diſſolved in 
the ſtomach, if there be not a predomi- 
nant acid in the firſt- paſſages. But 
where there is an habitual diſpoſition to 
a purging, I know of no diet ſo proper 
for infants who do not ſuck, or who can- 
not have enough of the breaſt, as flour 
baked a long time in the oven, till it 
breaks into a ſoft, greyiſn · coloured pow- 
der, + and afterwards mixed with boiled 


Tu are preferable to tops and bottoms, 
as they are called, which have a good deal of but - 
ter in them, 

+ To this end, the flour ſhould be put into a 
ſmall jar, properly covered, and be taken out of 
the oven ſeveral times, and ſtirred up from the 
bottom and ſides of the jar, that it may not form 
into hard A but the whole be equally baked. 


cow 3 
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cow's milk, the ſcum, being firſt taken 
off; the flour and milk ſhould then be 
boiled a little time together, till the 
whole appears like a thin cuſtard. This 
is a very light and ſoft food, and ſuffi- 
ciently reſtringent z and I have often 
known more good from it, than from all 
the abſorbent medicines ever deviſed, 
and have received more thanks for the 
preſcription, as it proves a permanent re- 
medy. When children who are weaned, 
are attacked with repeated purgings, 
and even broth is found to run through 
them, I have obſerved no food ſo ge- 
nerally uſeful as a bit'of the white of 
chicken, not over-boiled, and after- 
wards lightly bruiſed in a mortar with 
the chicken liquor, and a very little 
bread, into a kind of light jelly. But 
this ſhould not be given oftener than 
twice, or at moſt, three times a day. 


Is 
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In all bowel complaints, it has been 


already. remarked, that infants are diſ. 


poſed to eruptions on the ſkin ; by which 
they are ſo frequently benefited, that if 
any kind of raſh appears during long or 
ſevere purgings, a recovery may almoſt 
with certainty be prognoſticatee. 


Taar I may not multiply. diſtinct 


heads of complaint where little need to 
be ſaid, I ſhall briefly notice in this 


place, that many children who are accul- 


tomed at all times to have a very open 
belly, do not ſeem to have the faculty 
of properly retaining their ſtools, and 
need a ſervant continually to attend 
them, even at two or three years of age; 
ſo that ſome have been ſuſpected of be- 
ing culpable in the matter. I know of 
no particular remedy, indeed, on this 
occafion, but, perhaps, the aqua. calcis, 


and other abſorbents may have been of 


ſome uſe; I have, however, obſerved, 
W that 
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that the complaint wears off as ſuch 
ehildren grow up, though oftentimes not 


entirely for ſeveral yeais. 


Worms. 


n being a bowel det T 
have noticed it in this place, eſpecially 
as worms have ſometimes been voided 
by infants of only a few weeks old. It 
is even reported, * that LILLE Van Dx- 
 OVERIN has diſcovered them in the ſtill- 
born fetus. Worms, however, are much 
oftener ſuſpected to be the cauſe of 
children's complaints than poſitively aſ- 
certained; a mere foulneſs of the bowels 
often producing all the evils attributed 
to worms: nor are all children equally 
affected by them where they are actually 
met with. Some infants continue very 
healthy, though they are ſeldom free 


# Phileſoph, Tranſad. 


from 
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from them, whilſt others are very ill 


who have apparently very few. _ 
Worms become hurtful chiefly 
from their numbers; firſt, when they 
obſtruct the bowels, or compreſs the 
adjacent parts by their bulk. Secondly, 
by ſucking up the chyle. defigned for 


| the nouriſhment of the child. Thirdly, 
by irritation, _Fourthly, by actually de- 


ſtroying the parts; though this is cer- 
tainly a very rare occurence, and a far 


leſs frequent ſource of injury than thoſe 
before mentioned. Worms have, how- 


ever, been ſaid to eat their way through 
the inteſtines; and LIsTER relates, * 


that ſome reſembling the Teretes, but of 
a whiter colour, have been ſeen coming 


from an abſceſs on the ankle. They 


are likewiſe ſaid to have occaſioned ſud - 


den ſuffocation, by riſing up into the 
throat and lodging there, + 


* Philoſoph. Tranf. See alſo Hx 1s TER. 
+ Mr, Ls FSBZUxE DE VILLEBRUNEe 
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TE y are chiefly of four kinds, the 
large round worm; the very ſmall maw- 
worm, or aſcarides, reſembling bits of 
thread ® the ſhort, flat white worm, or 
cucurbitina, and the jointed, called the 
tape- worm, or 7inea, which is often ma- 
ny yards long. This is the moſt hurt- 


ful of all, and moſt difficult of cure, 


becauſe it will remain long in the bowels 
even after it is dead, and is then ſeldom. 
brought away but in pieces, and that 
vy very powerful medicines. But as 
this kind of worm is certainly not com- 
mon in children, though it may ſome- 
times have been met with, and as it 
generally occaſions a variety of ſymp- 
toms reſembling other complaints, for 
which many different medieines may 
be required, che bare mention of it here 
may ſufhce, * _— 
THE 
* THIs is ſo generally ſolitary, that it has 


even acquired the name; yet it is ſaid, there are 
| ſometimes 
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TRE Symptoms of worms are vari- 
ous, and many of them are very equi- 
vocal: I ſhall name only the more con- 
ſtant, and leſs uncertain ones. Such are 
fetid breath, eſpecially in the morning; 
bad gums; itching of the noſe, and of 
the anus, eſpecially from the aſcarides; 
a very irregular appetite, always in ex- 


tremes, whether of hunger or of loath- 


ing ; a large, hard belly ; pains at the 
ſtomach ; ſometimes vomiting, oftener 
coſtiveneſs or purging, with ſlimy ſtools ; 
irregular colicks ; thirſt ; dulneſs; pe- 
culiar unhealthy and bloated counte- 
' nance, with a dark, hollow circle round 
the eyes; ſtartings -in the ſleep, and 


ſometimes ſeveral of them, but, perhaps, atten- 
tion enough may not have been given in the ex- 
amination of them, it being well known, that this 
worm will live a long time after it has been broken 


into ſeveral parts. 
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grinding of the teeth. To theſe ſymp- 
toms are often added, ſlow fever, with 
a ſmall and irregular pulſe, pale, or 
whitiſh urine, a ſhort and dry cough, 
(which is an almoft conflant ſymptom 
where the complaint is of long ftanding, 
and has injured the health ;) ſometimes 


even convulſions, epilepfies, and partial 


palſies of the lower extremities. | Chil- 
dren, whofe digeſtion is weak, are moſt 
hable to be troubled with theſe vermin, 
which are ſometimes very eaſily remo- 


ved, and at other times very difficult of 
cure, and ſubject to return. 


TRHE Cavst of this troubleſome com- 
plaint is not perhaps certainly known; 
but the great moiſture of young perſons 
is thought to be an occaſion of their 


being more infeſted with them than old- 


er people. Since the doctrine of equi- 
vocal generation has been juſtly explo- 
ded, 


* 


Worms. 149 
ded, it has been generally imagined, 
that worms are engendered from the 
eggs of inſects, which float in the air, 
or are ſwallowed with ſome part of our 
food, ſuch as ſummer fruits, vegetables, 
cheeſe, and ſome kinds of fleſh meats. 
But perhaps this is not altogether ſo 
certain as it may appear at firſt fight, 
unleſs we are to imagine that theſe ſup- 
poſed eggs produce very different in- 
ſes, from being taken into the ſtomach 
and bowels, than they would otherwiſe 
do; ſince we do not meet with inſects 
of this kind, eſpecially the tape-worm, 
any where elſe. # It is, however, more 
than probable, that they were deſtined 
by nature to be generated, and to live 


* Linnzvs and others have thought th 
Teretes, or Lumbrici, to be the ſame with the 
common earth- worm; but Tyson has, by dif- 
ſections, demonſtrated the — Philoſophe 
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in the bodies of other animals, as obſerved 
by Dr. Buackx. + The like, however, 
are ſaid to be met with in running wa- 
ters, as well as in the bodies of different 
animals. But as the fact is not general- 
ly known, it were defirable to have it 
eſtabliſhed on the authority of ſeveral 
writers: I happen to remember none, 
indeed, but that of RoskEx, whoſe 
veracity, however, I do not, in the leaſt 
diſpute. | - 
Bor whatever be the cauſe, the x gene- 
ral intention of Cukx is obvious enough, 
which is to bring them away in the moſt | 
eaſy, and expeditious manner, whether 
alive, or dead; the difficulty chiefly 
conſiſting in diſlodging them from their 
firm attachment to the fides of the bow- 


+ Treatiſe on the Generation of inteſtinal Worms, 
and on the Means of deftroying them. 


See alſo, Diſſert. of F, Mathics — Men. 
Getting, an. 175 1. 
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els. To this end, a variety of medi- 


cines, pretty much of the ſame kind, has 


been deviſed, and has ſerved the cauſe of 


empiriciſm in every age. Moſt of them 
conſiſt either of the bitter purges, or 
mercurials, to which are ſometimes join- 
ed ſteel, and tin. 

Won us exiſting in the bowels can, 
indeed, only be carried away by purg- 


ing; and very active purges are indicated 


when the time of life and conſtitution 
do not forbid: on this principle, turn 
almoſt all the empyrical medicines pre- 
ſcribed for worms. But when the age 
and conſtitution are tender, gentle pur- 
ges given duly for ſome time, by the 
conſtancy of their operation produce, 
without harm, an effect equally, or per- 
haps more beneficial and laſting, than 
the active purges : hence have ariſen 
the family receipts, as worm-ſeed, tanſey, 
X 4 and 
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and ſuch like, (given in treacle or ho- 
ney) rhubarb, ſenna, &c. | 
It the child therefore be of a delicate 
habit, or the complaint not of long 
ſanding, a little ſenna-tea taken every 
other morning, may be a proper medi- 
dicine to begin with ; but ſhould this, 
in any inſtance, prove inſufficient, a 
few grains of the powder of ſcammony 
with calomel may be given the over- 
night, once or twice a week, according 
to the age and ſtrength of the child. 
Tf purging much ſhould, on any account, 
be found improper, the following is 
very ſafe, and often effectual. 
R. Limatur : Stanni 3 ij. Hydrargyr: 3 ĩi 
Miſce, fiant amalgama. 
ABovrT eight or ten grains of this 
powder, with three or four grains of rhu- 
barb, and as much unwaſhed calx of an- 
timony, may be taken every morning, in 
a little honey, for a week together; af- 
ter 
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ter which, a clyſter of ſuccotorine aloes; 
diſſolved in warm milk, ſhould be thrown 
up over night, and a proper doſe of rhu- 
barb, or ſenna-tea be taken the next 
morning : which courſe may be repeated, 
as the obſtinacy of the complaint, or 
the ſtrength of the child ſhall direct. — 
Volatile alkalies alſo, in ſome debilitated 
habits, will prove ſerviceable. 

AMoNGsT other means, eſpecially 
for ſuch as may be at a diſtance from 
medical aſſiſtance, is a mixture of pewter 
filings and treacle, of which children of 
four or five years old, may take ſeveral 
tea-ſpoonsful in a day, almoſt at plea- 
ſure ; which they will alſo readily do, 
for the ſake of the treacle. At the 
ſame time, from five to ten grains of 
jalap, with as much of the hydrargyrus 
cum ſulphure ſhould be given twice every 
week, to carry the worms down, as they 

die. To anſwer the laſt purpoſe, equal 
parts 
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parts of bullock's gall, and powdered 
aloes, may be mixed up with butter, 
and the parts below the navel be anoint- 
ed with it, two or three times a week; 
or ſuccotorine aloes and powder of 
dried rue, made into a plaiſter with 
Venice treacle, and applied round the 


_ navel, firſt covering that part with a 


little cotton.—I mention theſe things 
with a view to the country poor, whom 
the benevolence of their neighbours may 
incline them to aſſiſt, and who may, by 
theſe eaſy means, do it at ſo little ex- 
pence to themſelves. Amongſt ſuch 
likewiſe, the decoction of quickſilver, 
in the proportion of about two ounces 
to a pint of water, may be made trial of, 
and taken as common drink, of which 
ſome people have entertained a very high 


opinion. When this ſhall be drank, 


the like quantity of water may be added, 


.AS often as it may be wanted. 


Is 
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Ir the complaint, however, has been 
of long ſtanding, and the child not very 
young, mercurial purges are a more ex- 
peditious, and a ſafe remedy; though 
the hydrargyrus cum ſulphure taken for a 
length of time, and occaſionally purging 
with ſenna, has ſometimes ſucceeded, 
even where there have been the ſevereſt 
convulſions. For which likewiſe, - or 
obſtinate contractions of the limbs, the 
warm · bath is often effentially neceſſary. 
THROUGHOUT the cure, and in- 


deed afterwards, the diet ſhould be ſtrict- 


ly attended to, and all fat and greaſy 
aliments abſtained from. The child 
ſhould live upon milk, broths, and meats 
of eaſy digeſtion, with toaſted bread and 


honey, inſtead of butter, which is ex- 


ceedingly pernicious. —To prevent a re- 


turn of the complaint in older children, 
or grown people, chalybeate-waters and 


bitters may be made uſe of. 
Co R- 
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CONVULSIONS. 


orstens r 


kinds; the ſymptomatic, depending upon 
another diſeaſe, and the idiopathic, ſaid 


to be an original complaint, and ariſing 


from a morbid affection of the brain, 
though the diſtinction be not, perhaps, 
perfectly philoſophical, or accurate. 
It is for want of ſome ſuch diſcrimina» 
tion, however, that writers have had 
occaſion to obſerve, that children are 
much oftener ſuppoſed to die of con- 


vulſions than they really do; for though 


a convulſion frequently cloſes the ſcene, 
it has generally ariſen from the great 


irritability of their nerves, and violence 
of the diſeaſe under which they have 


laboured. 
Sv c original CAusk may be a raſh 
improperly repelled ; but is much of- 
tener 
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tener ſeated in the gums, in the time of 
teething ; or in the firſt-paſſages, where 
ſome undigeſted matter, or ſometimes 
pent-up wind, irritates the coats of the 
_ inteſtines, and produces irregular mo- 
tions throughout the whole nervous ſyſ- 


tem. Such a load, whether from too 


great a quantity, or bad quality of the 
food, by occaſioning a faulty ſecretion, 
muſt act like a poiſon; and that the 
convulſions are owing to this cauſe may 
often be known by the complaints that 
have preceded them, ſuch as loathings, 


coſtiveneſs, purging, pale countenance, 
large belly, and diſturbed fleep. If the 


child is two or three years old, any load 


at the ſtomach may be more readily diſ- 
covered; the tongue will be foul, the 
ſkin hot, and the pulſe quick and weak. 
But ſhould it be granted, that the con- 


vulſions of children are generally ſymp- 


tomatic, they may nevertheleſs be ſaid 
5 to 
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to die of them more frequently than 
ſome authors have allowed; for where 
a diſeaſe is diſpoſed to produce violent 
convulſions, the convulſion, though a 
mere ſymptom, may carry off the pa- 
tient : but as it may ſometimes be pre- 
vented or removed, by its peculiar re- 
medies, (the diſeaſe which occafioned it 
being at the ſame time properly treated) 
infants may often be recovered, who 
would otherwiſe expire in a convulſion 
St. - 
Any little matter capable of irrita- 
ting the nervous ſyſtem, will induce 
the ſymptomatic convulſions in ſome in- 
fants, whilſt others will withſtand a 
great deal. For ſuch habits as the for- 
mer, the cold-bath will be found the 
beſt preſervative. Every young infant 
is, however, more or leſs, pre-diſpoſed 
to this complaint; and the diſpoſition 
continues throughout childhood, in 2 

| Proportion 
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proportion to the age and delicacy of 


the habit. The younger and-more ir- 


ritable, therefore, an infant may be, it 
will be ſo much the more liable to the 
ſymptomatic convulſion, eſpecially from 
any conſiderable diſturbance in the firſt- 
paſſages, as was mentioned before, par- 
ticularly the bad quality, or over thick- 
neſs of the breaſt-milk, or other food; 


and from frights of the wet-nurſe, Of 
this I remember a remarkable inſtance in- 


a patient of my own, in whoſe houſe a 


viſiter dropped down ſuddenly dead. 


The mother of the child, which was ſix 


months old, was exceedingly alarmed, 


but her attention being for a moment 
called off by its crying, ſhe incautiouſly 
put it to her breaſt. It was not an hour 
afterwards that the- infant was ſeized 
with a fit, and lay either convulſed or 
drowſy, without ſo much as taking the 


breaſt, Kd the ſpace of fix and thirty 
hours; 
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hours ; though it was at length happdy: 
recovered. 
Taz Cunz of every os will 
conſiſt, principally, in removing the 
| exciting cauſes, which muſt, therefore, 
be inquired into. If from improper 
food and indigeſtion, -a gentle emetic 
ſhould be given. If the irritation be in 
the bowels, whatever will carry down 
their acrid contents will cure the con- 
vulſions, if adminiſtered in time; and 
we ought generally to begin with a clyſ- 
ter, If the ſtools appear very foul after 
common purges, (in which caſe there 
will frequently be a difficulty of breath- 
ing) a few grains of the powder of ſcam- 
mony with calomel may be given with 
great propriety. But if the diſpoſition 
to convulſions continues, after the bow- 
els have been properly cleanſed, and no 
new irritation of them may be appre- 
hended, 5 ſhould be admi- 
niſtered, * 
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niſtered, “ ſuch as tincture of ſoot or of 
caſtor, ſpirit of hartſhorn, a drop or two 
of laudanum, or, what I have found re- 
markably ſucceſsful, oil of rue ; which 


though an obſolete medicine, I think 1 


have never adminiſtered, when there was 
any chance of recovery, where it has 
not been ſerviceable. Rubbing the back- 


bone, palms of the hands, and foles of 


* I ſpeak from my own experience of the ef- 
ficacy of ſuch remedies, and it may not be amiſs 


to obſerve that Harms, who is extremely cau - 


tious of giving heating medicines to infants, ſpeaks 
favorably of ſome of theſe, —** Uſus horum (ſays 
he) haud prorſds improbandus eſt, vel in tenellis : 
nempe quia acidum abſorbendi facultate excellunt. 
Verum ſumma cautione”” &c,——Great caution 
is certainly neceſſary in regard to every medicine 
preſcribed for mfants, and eſpecially, it has been 
granted, for thoſe of a heating quality: neverthe- 
leſs, it may be repeated, that in proportion as the 


diſorders of infants ſhall become more attended to, 


I doubt not, it will appear that, in this country at 
leaſt, cordial and volatile medicines, are frequent- 


ly both more expedient and uſeful, than many | 


people have imagined, 


L the 
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the feet with oil of amber, or water of- 
ammonia, has likewiſe had a good effect. 
A very common cauſe, however, of re- 
curring convulſions is worms, and where 
no other probable one may appear, ought; | 
to be ſuſpected ; the cure will then de- 
pend on the proper treatment of that 
e IRA 
SHOULD the convulſions ariſe from 
the diſappearance of a raſh, or of a 
diſcharge behind the ears, the warm 
bath, bliſters, # gentle purges, or a 
few drops of the compound ſpirit of 
ammonia joined with the ſalt of amber, 
bid the faireſt for "adminiſtering relief. 
But when the cauſe is unknown, as the 
approach of ſmall-pox, meaſles, or other 
mae complaint, bathing | the ee | 


* Bliſters may be drefſed with the common 
white cerate, rubbed down till it becomes ſmooth; 
and ſpread upon a double linen cloth, inſtead 
of the hard drawing plaiſters commonly made 
uſe of, which are very harſh to the tender ex- 
coriated ſurface. 


in 


P 
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in warm water, and throwing up a cly[- 
ter, are the ſafeſt means; If from teeth- 
ing, after gentle evacuations, and other 
means directed under that head, bliſters, 
oil of rue, laudanum, or the compound 
ſpirit of  vitriolic- æther, and eſpecially 
lancing the gums, are the grand remedies, 
Wu repeated convulfions con- 
nected with ſome: diforder in the firſt. 
paſſages, and recurring for ſeveral months 
have withſtood all the above means of 
cure and been ſuſpected to ariſe from 
ſome fault in the brain, they will ſome» 
times diſappear of themſelves as the in- 
fant gets older. At other times, the 
appearance of ſome other complaint has 
put an end to the convulſions; and not 
unfrequently, changing the wet- nurſe; 
and ſometimes even weaning children, 
when fix or eight months old, has 
ſeemed to remove the complaint. 1 
lately ſaw a remarkable inſtance of the 
concurrence of two of theſe.' circime 
3 > ſtances j 
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ſtances ; the child being ſeized with the 
ſmall-pox, and weaned, at, or near the 
ſame time. The infant previous to this, 
for ſeveral months together as conſtant- 
ly fell into violent convulfions as it 
chaneed to chew a cruſt of bread, eat a 
bit of plain pudding, or even take bread 
and milk, and though when debarred 
from theſe, and nouriſhed only at the 
breaſt of a healthy nurſe, the fits re- 
curred every two or three weeks: but 
after going through the ſmall-pox in a 
favourable manner, and being taken 
wholly from the breaſt, the fits ſoon diſ- 
appeared, and the child. was able to take 
all the light food uſually given to infants. 
| I's convulfions come on without 
any of the preceding ſymptoms, they 
have generally been concluded to be a 
primary difeaſe, and to proceed imme- 
diately from the brain. Some deriva- 
tion is therefore to be made, by bleed- 
ing, if the child ſeems able to bear it, 
or 
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or by leeches behind the ears; by bliſ- 
ters ; purging ; bathing the feet in 
warm water; frictions of the legs, and 
rubbing the ſoles of the feet with the 
water of ammonia. If children of two 
or three years old are ſubject to ſlight. 
and frequent fits, iſſues or ſetons ſhould 
be made between the ſhoulders, or in 
the neck, and be kept open for a length 
of time: chalybeate waters may like- 
wife be uſeful. But when the idiopathic 
convulſion attacks very young children, 
it generally terminates very ſoon, ſome- 
times in ten minutes, and is, indeed, 
often fatal before any means can be 
made uſe of. Though, indeed, I have 
often imagined, that we are frequently 
miſtaken in regard to ſuch haſty deaths, 
and that when conyulfions prove fo ſud- 
denly fatal, they are more commonly 
ſymptomatic, and are occafioned much 
oftener than is ſuſpe&ed by over-feed- 

L 3 ing.— 
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ing.—T have known ſome of the largeſt 
and fineſt children I have ever ſeen, die 
preſently after the nurſe had boaſted of 
their having eaten three boats- full of 
victuals. | 

FROM this view of the diſeaſe, a few 
words more may not be wholly unneceſ- 
ſary, eſpecially as they will hold out 
much comfort in regard to this alarm- 
ing complaint; by which, I am how- 
ever aflured, many infants have periſhed 
merely from 1ts not being properly diſ- 
tinguiſned. For though, indeed, every 
convulſion-fit is to appearance exceed- 
ingly ſhocking, yet under proper treat- 
ment they are much ſeldomer fatal than 
is commonly imagined, however often 
they may recur ; neither is the fre- 
quency of their returns during infancy, 
nor the long continuance of ſuch a diſ- 
poſition an indication of future evils, if 
the fits themſelves be of the kind here 
| ſuppoſed. * 
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ſuppoſed. * But though experience 


warrants my ſpeaking with confidence 
on this head, and I ſhould account my+ 


ſelf exceedingly happy in preventing 


any unneceſſary diſtreſs that parents may 


endure, yet would I, by no means, put 
them off their guard ; ſince the recovery 


depends fo intirely upon an exped: tious 


uſe of the remedy, that even the time 
loſt in calling in aſſiſtance from abroad 
may be fatal to the infant. 


Firs of this kind are, indeed, pretty 


generally known to ariſe from irritating 
matter confined in the firſt-paſſages, as 


has been already explained, but I be- 


* Tus above obſervation is, I believe, ſtrictly 
true in regard to ſuch kind of fits; and though in 
ſome others, the intellects have appeared after- 
wards to be impaired, yet are the inſtances ſo very 
few, that there is uſually little room for parents 
to be alarmed in the apprehenſion of ſuch conle. 
Jenn | | 
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268 Convurstoxs. 
lieve it is not ſo generally underſtood, 
how often ſuch matters are lodged in 
the ſtomach, (perbaps the phylorus it- 
ſelf ); or very low down in the rectum. 
nſtances of the latter are not wanting, 
wherein the hardened feces have lain ſo 
low as to dilate the Hplineter ani, (or 
lower opening of the bowels) ſufficiently 
to expoſe them to view, and yet the in- 
fant been dead before a clyſter could be 
procured from a neighbouring apothe- 
cary's; whereas ſuch fits ceaſe immedi- 
ately after a plentiful evacuation from 
the bowels, artificially induced : and I 
have ſeen an infant in the month, lying 
torpid for an hour together, in a kind 
of fit, and apparently in the very article 
of death, brought out of it entirely after 
a large and ſpontaneous diſcharge of 
thick feces. In like manner ſudden 
death has taken place when the load has 
been in the ſtomach ; whilſt other chil- 

8 dren 
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dren have been ſaved by W 
throwing it up. 


AFTER what has been ſaid, it vid 


be ſcarcely neceſſary to point out the 
remedies in a formal way, but for the 
ſake of directing the moſt expeditious 
manner of applying them. In the firſt 
inſtance, doubtleſs, the obvious means 
are a ſoap clyſter with two or more tea- 
ſpoonsful of ſalt (ſuch articles being al- 


ways at hand) and afterwards adminiſ- 


tering one or other of the purges for- 
merly directed ; which it may. often be 
neceſſary to repeat for ſome days, per- 


haps with an interval between. But 


when an. infant falls ſuddenly into a 
convulſion very ſoon after ſucking, or 
feeding, whether on any thing actually 
improper, or not, and the bowels have 
been for ſome days in an orderly ſtate, 
it may reaſonably be preſumed, that the 


irritation is in the ſtomach, eſpecially 
if 
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10 -ConvurisoNs, 
if there be an unuſual paleneſs of the 
countenance, indicating fickneſs ; or on 
the contrary, any confiderable blackneſs, 
with ſymptoms of ſuffocation ; which 
I think do not come on ſo ſoon when 
the obſtruction is in the bowels. And 
it ſhould here be remarked, that it is 
not neceſſary, that the load in the ſto- 
mach ſhould be conſiderable in quantity 
in order to induce ſuch ſudden and 
alarming convulſions ; it is ſufficient 
that the ſtomach be really oppreſſed by 
it to a certain degree; nor does it al- 
ways appear to ariſe ſo much from an 
oppreſſive abundance, as from a ſmall 
piece of undigeſted food, irritating, and 
perhaps ſticking in the phylorys, or in- 
ferior aperture of the ſtomach. 

Ix the caſe here deſcribed + would 
be improper to think of a formal emetic, 
at leaſt without making trial of ſome 
more expeditious means, ſuch as irritat- 

ing 
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Ing the Phrainx, or upper part of the 
gullet, with the finger, or a feather, or 
forcing in the ſmoke of robacco, if that 
be at hand, which often inſtantly pro- 
duce vomiting, and put an end to the 
fit. To this end, the child ſhould be 
fonpledi by a hand placed under its 
ſtomach and belly, whilſt the feather or 
other means are made uſe of; in which 
poſture the infant will be made to vo- 
mit more readily, and with leſs ſtraining, 
than in any other poſition.— It is hoped 
that the importance of the ſubject, as 
well as the very frequent ſucceſs attend- 
ing the plans laſt recommended, under 
the moſt alarming appearances, may be 
thought an apology for the length of this 
chapter, as well as the ſort of bs ar: 
made uſe Gf. | W 
Ir is rat to be noted, that ſymp- 
tomatic convulſions are ſometimes the 
elect of a ſalutary efiort of nature, to 
43 gm 7 produce 
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produce a erifis | in ſome diſeaſe the child 
labours under; in which caſe, great cau- 
tion ſhould be uſed not to be over offici- 
ous : bathing the feet in warm water, 
however, as mentioned before, will be 
perfectly ſafe, and perhaps uſeful, — 
Having ſpoken of opiates, I ſhall juſt 
_ obſerve, that though they are often very 
ſerviceable, when judiciouſly preſcribed, 
they become very hurtful if improperly 
adminiſtered. They will, however, al- 
ways be ſafe, where convulſions continue 
after the firſt exciting cauſe has been re» 
moved; or where they are ſo violent as 
to become an obſtacle to adminiſtering 
proper remedies; or when the original 
complaint is of a ſpaſmodic nature, 
Warn convulſions occur many times 
in a day, it is of importance to attend 
to the diſtance of the paroxyſmns, or re- 
turns; from which a much better indi- 
cation may be had of their immediate 
* 
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danger, than from the forcible contrac- 


tion of the muſcles during the fit. For 
where the intervals are ſhort, though the 
fit itſelf be not long, nor violent, the diſ- 


eaſe is more dangerous, than where 


violent fits are attended with long inter- 
vue 
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I N the preceding edition, this diforder 
was confidered only in a tranfient way, 
under the article of Purging; both from 
its being conceived to appear chiefly in 


the form of a morbid ſymptom attend- = 


ing certain bowel complaints, and be- 
cauſe I had then neither ſeen, nor heard 
enough of the diſeaſe to enable me to 
offer to the public any very diſtin& ac- 
count of it, I could, indeed, wiſh, that 
this diforder were yet better underſtood, 
and that I were able to lay down a more 
ſucceſsful method of treatment than has 

yet 
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yet been made known: it is, however; 
in every view worthy of the moſt diſ- 

tinct conſideration, as well from the ob- 
ſervations made in this country, as from 
the late reſearches by ſeveral phyſicians 
in Paris, as J ſhall have occaſion to no- 
tice very ſoon. . 

Having met with no account of 

this diſorder either amongſt the ancients, 
nor very modern writers when J men- 
tioned it in a former edition, I preſumed 
I was announcing a diſeaſe, at that time 
ſcarcely known, or at leaſt was giving 
the firſt public account of it: and this, 
I believe, is no uncommon miſtake of 
authors. Perhaps, it may be the wiſe 


intention of providence, that in ſucceed- 


ing ages, many things relating to arts 
and ſciences ſhould be forgotten or over- 
looked, in order to. emulate.poſterity in 


the purſuit of knowledge; which men 
would, probably, be leſs inquiſitive after, 


if 
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if things once known were very rarely 
loſt fight of. However this may be, I 
continued to conſult the oldeſt writers, 
after having publiſhed my former edi- 
tion, and was once more led to conclude, 
that no account of this. diſorder had 

ever before been given to the public. 

At length, however, I met with a ſoli- 

tary caſe, which had occurred in the 
hoſpital at Stockholm, Anno 1718, accu- 
rately deſcribed by Menbeſius, and re- 
corded in Scuringii Embrologia (de fætu 

frigid o et rigid o), * but without advert- 
ing at all to its treatment. The caſe, 
as I fince find, is tranſcribed into the 
Ephemerid, Academ, Nature Carjajars Cent. 
ix. 


TE midwife is reported to have ſaid, that 
this infant though born alive, felt as intenſely cold 
and rigid when it came into the world as a piece 
of ice.—How this might be, I leave to the . 
of the Curious to determine. 2 7 
TEE 


? 
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Tk above is related in a manner 
importing it to be an uncommon occur- 
rence, and the diſeaſe at that time little, 
if at all known : and though recorded 
in two diſtinct works (the latter of 
which is rather conſulted than regularly 
peruſed) the caſe ſeems to have been 
univerſally overlooked, and conſequent- 
ly the true nature of the diſeaſe has re- 
mained nearly in its original obſcurity, 
It was, indeed, not till a twelve-month 
after my ſhort account of it appeared, 
that this diſorder began to engage the 
attention of the French phyſicians, in 
conſequence of Monfieur Andry being 
called upon to take the charge of the 
Hoſpice des Enfans trouves at Pariss The 
diſeaſe, indeed, had been for many years 
noticed both in that hoſpital and the 
hotel Dieu, but having always proved 
Fatal, little attention had been for a long 

time paid to it, till Dr, AxpRT was 
elected 
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elected phyſician to the firſt mentioned 5 
charity ; fince which time, no pains 
| ſeem to have been a in the © 
e of it. „ 
- Trar the preſent account t of the diſ- 
eds may therefore be clearly ſtated, I 
ſhall firſt conſider it as it has appeared 
in this country, and in the manner I had 
long ago intended, and had actually 
drawn up before I was favoured with 
ſome farther deſeription of 1 ho AE | 

Anpuzy,'of Raris, Ii. | 
Ir has, indeed, been much leſs kink 
mon in this kingdom than on the con- 
| tinent,. but'is equally an hoſpital diſeaſe, 
and is ſeldom met with but accompanied 
with ſome bowel complaint, and ſtill 
more rarely appearing at the birth. It 
was firſt ſpoken of in public, I believe, 
by my friend Dr. DExMAx (when phy- 
fician to the Midaleſer hoſpital, and a 
teacher i in midwifery), as I remarked 
_— in 
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in the former edition ; and it is to him 


1 was indebted for ſome account of it 
before I had at all noticed the diſorder 
my lelf. | 

Tx Britih Lying-in beſj RT has been 
very little infeſted. with it, and, poſſibly, 
by being ſolely appropriated to the re- 


geption. of pregnant women, which the 


Middleſex hoſpital was not. I ſhall there- 


| fore firſt of all lay down the ſymptoms 


exactly as they were noticed. in that in- 


firmary, by Dr. DEexnMan, whoſe un- 


wearied attention te it, though not with 
all the defired effect, does him more ho- 


nour, than could have been derived from 


the moſt ſucceſsful treatment of a diſeaſe 
leſs fatal than this has proved wherever 
it bas appeared. 

Tux following SYMeToMs may bs 


conſidered as pathognomonic,.or.charac- 


x * 
, — 7 TIES 


1ſt, The 


1 Sxix- o. 8 179 
Iſh, The ſkin is always of a yellowiſh 


white colour, giving the iden of ſoft 


Wax. | 
| 2d. The feel of the &in an fleſh * 
| Hard and refiſting, but not edematoſe. 
zd. The cellular membrane is fixed 


in ſuch a manner, that the ſkin will not 


| lide over the ſubjacent muſcles ; not 
even on the back of the hands, where it 
is uſually very looſe and pliable. 
4th. This ft ĩcture often extends over 
the whole body ; but the ſkin is pecu- 
- harly rigid in the parts about the 2th 
and on the extremities. 
sth. The child is always cold. 
6th, The infant makes a peculiar 
kind of moaning noiſe, which is often 
very feeble; and never ories like other 
children. 
7th. Whatever number of 4 fuch | 
children may ſurvive, they always have 
the appearance of being dying. 3 
Me "Ms TR is 
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in the former edition; and it is to him 
1 was indebted for ſome account of it 
before I had at all noticed the diſorder 
my ſelf. 

Tux Britiſb Lying-in heſ pital WO been 
very little infeſted. with. it, and, poſſibly, 
by being ſolely appropriated te the re- 
ception of pregnant women, which the 
Middleſex hoſpital was not. I ſhall there- 
fore firſt of all lay down the ſymptoms 

exactly as they were noticed in that in- 

firmary, by Dr. Dexman, whoſe un- 
wearied attention te it, though not with 
all the deſired effect, does him more ho- 
nour, than could have been derived from 
the moſt ſucceſsful treatment of a diſeaſe 
leſs fatal than this has proved wherever 
it has appeared. 5 

Tuz following $rMProMs. may bi 
8 conſidered as pathognomonic,.or. charac- 

teriſtic of the diſeaſe. n I 


1ſt. The 


414 
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' Iſt, The ſkin is always of a yellowiſh 


white colour, giving the idea * ſoft 
n 


bard and refiſting, but not edematoſe. 


zd. The cellular membrane is fixed 


in ſuch a manner, that the ſkin will not 
Aide over the ſubjacent muſcles ; not 


even on the back of the hands, where it 


is uſually very looſe and pliable. 
4th. This ſtr icture often extends over 
the whole body; but the Kin is pecu- 
- harly rigid in the parts about the Go 
and on the extremities. 

5th. The child is always cold. 
th. The infant makes a peculiar 
kind of moaning noiſe, which is often 
very feeble ; and never cries like * 


children. 


7th, Whatever 3 days ſuch 
children may ſurvive, they always have 


the 3 of being 9 
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Tuis diſeaſe appears at no regular 
N 3 but whenever it takes place 
it attacks ſeveral infants within a ſhort 

time; and chiefly thoſe, as I have juſt 
noticed, who may be in the laſt ſtage of 
iobſtinate bowel complaints, in which 
the ſtools are of a waxey or clayey con- 
:fiftence. It has been alfo remarked, 
that it ſometimes makes its uppearatice 
as an original diſeaſe, and even at the 
birth; in which caſe, the infant has 
never ſurvived many days. * 
I Bax ſeen the rigidity extending 
beyond the cellular membrane, ſo as to 
affect the muſcles, but only thoſe of the 
lower jaw, which became perfectly ri- 
gid: but this ſpaſm or ſetanus is, by no 
means, a frequent ſymptom, and does 
not ſeize the extremities, as it is found 
to do in France; nor has the diſeaſe, in 
zany inſtance that I have heard of, been 
e eee ee 
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anenfled with the eryfipelatous WO 
conſtantly noticed i in that count. 
The Cavsz of this dreadful com- 


plaint, when congenite, or evidently ſu r 
pervenient to. diſorders of the firſt-paſ< 


ſages, ſeems to me to be a ſpaſm de- 
pending very much upon a certain mor- 


bid ſtate of thoſe parts, and with which · 


| the ſkin is well known to have a peculiar 
ſympathy. But when, though an origi · 
nal diſeaſe, it does not take place till 
ſome days after birth, which, I believe, 
is rarely, if ever the caſe except in large: 


hoſpitals, and other crouded apartments; 


wherever the irritating cauſe, in ſuch in- 
ſtances, may be ſeated, the diſcaſe-ſeems: 
to be an exdemic of certain ſeaſons, ari- 
ſing from that unwholeſome air to which- 
ſuch places are peculiarly liable. 


TRE means of Cuxk in this country: 


have been very different from thoſe that 
have lately been found ſucceſsful in 
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France; but inftances of recovery have 
been very few in either. As Dr. Dzx- 
MAN did me the kindneſs of giving me 


the firſt intimation of ſuch a diſeaſe, I 


very naturally adopted his plan of treat- 
ment, which confiſted in a ſtrict atten- 
tion to the ſtate of the bowels ; and ren- 
dering the ſeveral medicines very warm 
by means of the compound ſpirit of am- 
monia, which was adminiſtered every 
four or fix hours; and was the only 
plan that he ever found attended with 
any ſucceſs. Together with this, I after 
ſome time directed the frequent uſe of a 
warm-bath, and chafing the whole body 
afterwards with ſoft flannel ; and I think 
myfelf happy in having fallen upon one 
part of the plan that has ſince appeared 
to have been attended with the firſt in- 
ſtances of ſucceſs in Frome, as will be 
noticed delow. 


ha 
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As the diſeaſe raging {6 much in 
France ſeems to differ in many reſpects 
from ours, it is very doubtful how far 


the plan of cure lately adopted there 
may be applicable in this country, and 


my own Experience has hitherto / not 


gone beyond the means I laſt mention- 
ed: but I would venture to ſuggeſt, that 
in many caſes, trial might be ſafely and 
properly made not only of carminative 


clyſters, but alſo of a grain of calomel 


proven to the infant being put into the 


warm-bath 5 # and after a ſufficient 
native of ſtools ſhalf have been pro- 


cured by theſe means, exhibiting other 
volatile and cordial remedies befide the 


ſpirit of ammonia ; as well as anti-ſpaſ- 


modics of different kinds. 
Ir was after I had made up my mind 
_ this complaint, in the manner 


COR 


1 To the warm water ould be dee gent 
UE of ſalt, and ſome Caſtile ſoap. 
M 4 


that 
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that has been juſt noticed, that an ts 
vertiſement appeared from the Royal 
Society of Medicine in Paris, propoſing 
this diſeaſe as the ſubject for their, next 
prize-medal. - About this time alſo, | 
Mr. Tzxon publiſhed his Memoires ſur 
tes Hopitaux de Paris, in which is a brief 
account of this diſeaſe ; and very ſoon 
after this, Dr. Anpay did me the ho- 
nor of ſending me his Tract, intitled, 
Recherches fur L endureiſſement du Ti fs. 4 cel; 
lulaire des Enfans noveaux-nes. \ 
Tove theſe works contain very 
accurate accounts of this diſeaſe, and to 
which Dr. Axpar eſpecially. has paid 
an attention that muſt do him great ho- 
nor, they at firſt ſerved only to perplex 
my own views of it. This obſcurity 
aroſe from the diſorder being combined, - 
or as I then rather conceived, intirely 
confounded with another complaint firſt | 
publickly noticed, I believe, in the for- 
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mer edidien of this work, under the 


term anomalous inflammation ; and from 


which Dr. Axpzx had, on this occa- 
ſion, . made two or three quotations. I 
therefore took the liberty of writing to 
that eminent phyſician, and was ſoon 


favoured. with a ſatisfactory anſwer, by 


which I hope the public as well as my- 
ſelf may be obliged ; as it muſt prevent 
any miſtakes ariſing from the accounts 
which the above mentioned works at- 
ford of this melancholy diſeaſe. 
AFTER the deſcription given of this 
diſorder as it appears in London, little 


more will be neceſſary, I apprehend, 


than to ſelect the circumſtances in which 
that in France is found to differ, as re- 


lated by Dr. AxpRx in his printed 
work, as well as the letters with which 


he was pleaſed to honor me. 


Ix has already been faid, that it is 


more frequently attended, with zetanus, 
1s | and 
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and never occurs without thoſe appear- 
ances mentioned under the article, ternned 
in this edition, Infantile Eryjipelas, eſpe- 
cially the redneſs and hardneſs about 
the pubes, accompanied - farther with 
tumor and redneſs of the ſoles of the 
feet. But theſe parts, it ſeems, though 
of a purple red, are intenſely cold, very 
rarely ſuppurate, but ſometimes morti- 
fy.* In one very late inſtance, how- 
ever, the infant was not cold, but on the 
contrary, exceedingly hot. The legs, 
thighs, and ſoles of the feet were red and 
hard ; but no mention being made of a 
general tightneſs of the ſkin, it is proba- 


* Turs is ſaid to be the caſe in four or five 
children out of twenty, all of whom certainly die 
in a few hours after the gangrene has taken 
Place ; and become ſo putrid, that by the next day, 
the ſkin ſeparates from every part of the body, fo 
as to adhere to the hands of thoſe who have occa- 
ſion ro touch them, « ; 

ble 
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ble this child was affected only with 
that infantile * which 1 | 


amongſt Us. 


BBSsIDESs the above variations, * 
infants are ſaid to ſwallow with extreme 
pain; the extremities, eſpecially the 


legs, are much enlarged, and attended 


with a ſerous effuſion in the cellular 


membrane, which we have not hitherto 


noticed: and the diſorder is likewiſe 
ſaid to rage moſt in the hotter months. 


— The infants are obſerved to die about 


the third or fourth day, or at fartheſt, on- 
the ſeventh from the birth. It is pro- 
bable, there is another and very material 


variation, in reſpect to the degree of 


ſtricture and immobility of the ſkin, 
which are not clearly expreffed to be 


either ſo confiderable or extenſive, as in 


the diſeaſe I have been deſcribing ; but 
are more confined td thoſe parts which 


become red and tumid. But in the in- 


ſtance 


. % :ü. ee OI — _ 
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ſtance recorded by Seb it WW 


clearly otherwiſe, the infant being ſaid; 
to feel, from head to foot, like a piece 
of fleſh dried in the ſmoke. - The child 
ſurvived a compleat day, during which 
time it took no ſort of nouriſhment ;- 
but neyer cried, nor made any kind of 
noiſe. 3 TIN 
Urox examining a great number of 
dead bodies at the Enfans Trouves, the 

ſerous extravaſation is conſtantly met 
with; is of a deep yellow colour and 
fluid, but coagulates with heat; the fat 15 
is peeuliarly ſolid; the glands and 
lIymphatics, F thoſe of the me- 
ſentery, are found ſtuffed, and the liver 
uncommonly large, with a great quan- 
tity of deep coloured bile in the gall - 
bladder; and the lungs are ſaid to be 
loaded with blopd, as well as to contain, 
an unuſual — of air. 1 85 


Tas 
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Tun ſuppoſed' Cavsz of this diſeafe 
Dvd them; ſeems to me but ill ac- 

counted for; being attributed to the im- 
proper diet of the mother or her infant, 
or to cold it has taken at the birth: where- 
as, the coldneſs and rigidity of the ſkin 
ſeem to be but mere ſymptoms, and not 
the diſeaſe; eſpecially as their children, 
like ours, are but rarely attacked from 
the birth. It ſhould rather ſeem to be a 
true endemic, arifing from foul air, eſ- 
pecially as it is found only to attack the 
poor, and particularly to infeſt the two 
large hoſpitals that are crouded above all 
others, and receive the loweſt and moſt 
wretched part of them; of whoſe new- 
born children, it is ſuppoſed, one out of 
twenty is viſited with this diſeaſe. 

Ir has been hinted, that for a long 
while, little attention was paid to this 
4 complaint, on account of its conſtant fa- 

ater fix hundred infants —_— under 
it 
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it every year, in a fingle hoſpital ; four 


hundred of which are born in the Hotel- 
Dieu. 

Bur fince Dr. Aung 8 ee Va- 
rious means have been attempted both by 
himſelf and his colleague, Mr. Avvery ; 


and amongſt other means, the warm-bath, 


which appears to have ſaved the firſt child 


that was known to recover. *“ Trial has 
ſince been made of bliſters to the extre- 

mities, which ſucceeded alſo in the very 

firſt inſtance, as well as ſince in ſeyeral 


others ; ſo that, in the laſt year, they are 


reported to have ſaved five infants out of 


” 


* Mons. Soxville, ſurgeon to the Military Hoſpi- 
tal at Calais, has alſo gifen ſome account of this 
diſeaſe, in the Journal de Medicine, under the 
name of A dematie Concrete, and obſerves, that it 
is a very common diſorder in the pravinces, as well 


as in Paris. Under his direction, likewiſe, a warm, 


or rather vapor · bath, ſucceeded in the only inner 
wherein he had made ttial of it. 


an 
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an hundred, more than in the preceding 
. 


form it puts on in Paris, is now, by the 


encouragement of the Royal Society of 


Medicine, likely to be fully inveſtigated, 
it may be hoped ſome farther light will 
be thrown on it: in the mean time, as it 
is evidently a complicated diſeaſe, the 


bark and cordials, with proper attention 


to the ſlate of the bowels, might n 
be n 


Tzranus. 


Tau E Canin. or Lockxp Jaws of | 
infants,. is an equally fatal complaint, and 


* Tn1s is the ſpecies which Noſologiſts have 
termed Tri/mus maxille inferioris Rigiditas ſpaſtica«: 


8 pecies 1. Triſmus Naſcenti um Infantes intra duas 


| primas @ nativitate ſe ptimanas e 8 85 
Currxx. G, LxIx. | | 
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As this diſeaſe, more eſpecially in the 
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as little known in this country, as the 
foregoing. In ſome inſtances, it has been 
confined to the jaw only, as in Jamaica; 
in others, it has been attended with con- 
traction and rigidity of other muſcles of 
the face, and a peculiar fixedneſs of its 
features. Sometimes, the rigidity has 
extended to the neck; and in one child 
I obſerved it to be ſpread ſo compleatly 
over the whole body, that the limbs could 
not be bent ſo as to place it conveniently 
in the veſſel appropriated to a warm-bath. 
It has already been obſerved, that it is 
ſometimes joined with the foregoing com- 
plaint, but rarely in- this country; and 
even then, the jaw partakes only of that 
kind of rigidity common to other parts. 
In ſuch inſtances of Tetanus as I have 
met with, the attack has not Heen earlier 
than the ſixth, nor later than the ninth”. 
day. from the birth; and as far as I could 


learn, che infants had not been coſtive (as 
mentioned 
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mentioned by Dr. Evans), nor apparent · 
ly unhealthy : one, I remember, was a 


remarkably ſtrong and luſty child. It 
ſeems ſomewhat to differ, therefore, from 


the diſeaſe termed Ja- fallen, in the Weſt 
Indies; and in one inſtance appeared to 


have ſome reſemblance to the catalzp/y. 


The rigidity has ſtolen on in a more 


_ gradual way in ſome inſtances than in 


others, but has always been very great 
as far as it extended, from the moment 
it has been diſcovered; ſo that in in- 
ſtances where the mouth has continued 
ſufficiently open to admit my finger, I 


could not thereby depreſs the jaw. In 


ſome, the eyes have been bloated, and 
the whole countenance much ſwollen. 


TRE Cavss of this complaint, which 


does not ſeem to arife from conſtipation, 
or neglect of purging off the meconi- 


um, may, probably, be a certain ſtate 


of the air, as hath alſo been ſuſpected 
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in the Vieſt-Indies; and the more ſo, as 


the diſeaſe has appeared only once in 
the Briti/h Lying-in hoſpital during a 
great number of years and then attacked 
ſeveral infants in a ſhort tige. 

TEE remedies made uſe of at the 
hoſpital were, the warm-bath ; fomen- 
tations to the rigid parts, frictions with 
oil and camphire, and BArEs's anodyne: 
balſam ; bliſters behind the ears, and to 


the nape of the neck; and opium, ca- 
lomel, the bark, and aromatic confection 
have been given internally. 


One infant, in whom the complaint 
was confined to the” jaw, and who had. 


| lefs rigidity than any of the others; 


never looked ill, and had no convulſions, 
in its limbs, died rather ſooner than the 
reſt, Only one ſurvived the third day : 
this child was not ſeized till the ninth, 


from its birth, and lived to go out of the 


hoſpital with its mother, at the end of 
* . = 


1 4 
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the third week, and we hoped was then 
recovering but it had never been able 
to take the breaſt after the attack, and 
died three weeks after it left the hoſpi- 
tal, though, poſſibly, not altogether from 


4 


this complaint. 9h e464 
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Tul Is and the fellowing contig 
as well as the two immediately preced- 
ing, which relate, ſome to the more 
early, and others to the later periods of 
childhood, are noticed together in this 
place on account of their falling under 
the general claſs of eonvulſions, and it 
is preſumed leſs. improperly, on the 
whole, than ranking them according to 
the different periods of time in A 
they might take place. ; 600 
VIX few words, however, on the 
nn or falling-fickneſs, may ſuf- 
N 2 fice, 


2906 FEpzeric-Frrs. 
fice, as it is either pretty eafily cured, or 
uſually continues through life ; and is 
too well known by this popular name 
to require a particular deſeri ption: an 
account of the various precurrent ſymp- 
toms would be equally uſeleſs in this 
work. —It may juſt be noticed, that the 
patient falls ſuddenly to the ground, 
and ſometimes without any perceptible 
warning, or at all ſufficient to ſecure 
him from injury ; and is uſually much 
convulſed, but frequently retains his 
ſenſes during the fit. ; 

I believe it ſometimes takes its rife 
merely from foul bowels, and certainly 
more commonly attacks children of a 
coſtive habit of body : it ſhould then be 
treated agreeably to the directions al- 
ready given in ſuch caſes, and eſpecially 
with active and mercurial purges : after 
which, the bark, chalybeates, and ſea- 
b may be ſerviceable. In other 

inſtances, 


jnſtances, efpecially in more advanced 
life, and towards the time of puberty, 
the epilepſy ſeems to be owing rather to 

a more ſenſible nervous irritation. | In 
ſuch cafes, bliſters to the back of the 
head may be uſeful z and I have expe» 


rienced much benefit from large doſes of | 


the powder of valerian, and opium; and 
in one inſtance, by an infufion of ſavine, 
fennel ſeeds, and juniper berries; but T 
could never entirely conquer the com- 
plaint by theſe means; but the olium ſuc- 


Cini has, in ſeveral inſlances, rs a 


cure in young ſubjects. 

In the worſt caſes I ever met with, in 
which the fits were very long and vio- 
lent, and to the number of twenty or 
thirty in a day, electricity has very ſoon 
rendered them weaker, reduced their 
number to three or four in a day, and 
gradually to one in a month; but did 
not entirely remove them. In ſuch ob- 
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ſtinate caſes it is generally ſuppoſed; 
that the brain i is affected by ſome local 
and permanent cauſe, and a perfe& cure 
is conſequently deſpaired of. 

Wu x this diſeaſe has attacked chil- 
dren of five or ſix years of age, and 
where no treatment has been ſerviceable, 
the complaint has very frequently diſ- 


+: appeared ſuddenly about the time of 
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puberty, and ſometimes a year or two 
ſooner. Where it does not, it will pro- 
bably continue through life, and now 
and then prove ſuddenly fatal. 

UroNn examining the brain after 
death, I have found a ſmall point of 
bone ſtanding out from the internal 
part of the os frontis, as ſharp as a nee- 
dle (of which BOERHAAVE has recorded 
| ſeveral inſtances) and was, doubtleſs, the 
true cauſe of the diſeaſe. 
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CHOREA SANCTI VIII, or SAINT 
Virus“ $ DANCE. 


1 SH ALL be equally brief on this 
untoward diſorder, which, though not 
often fatal, is like the former, I believe, 
rarely cured but in young ſubjects. 
.. Worms and other foulneſs of the 
bowels in children, are Jikewiſe frequent 
cauſes of this ſtrange convulſion ; in 
which different parts, and eſpecially the 
extremities are put into continual mo- 
tion, giving the patient a very awkward 
appearance, particularly in his walk. 

Ir the firſt-paſſages are the ſeat of ir- 
ritation, the complaint muſt be treated 
in the manner noticed under the preced- 
ing article ; and, indeed, in moſt caſes, 
the cure ſhould be begun by adminiſter- 
ing aloetic, or mercurial purges. But 

| ſhould: the diſorder appear to be owing 
rather to relaxation, as it ſometimes is, the 
N44 bark, 


200 TEETRIxG. 


bark, chalybeates, and other tonics, ef- 
pecially the vitriolum album, and ſea- 
bathing, are indicated, and are very fre- 

_ quently ſucceſsful; as I have ſeen in a 
late inſtance, in a child of eleven years 
of age. 5 


TEETHING. 


Tu E complaints ariſing during den- 
tition may next be conſidered, many of 
the foregoing being blended with it, 
the firſt-paſſages and the nervous ſyſtem 
being always more or leſs effected. The 
ſtate of dentition is likewiſe not unfre- 
quently an occaſion of many complaints 
afterwards to be mentioned, ſuch as 
cough, fever, the rickets, and even con- 
ſumption; under each of which heads 
therefore, occaſional references will be 
made to it. 5 
Tux time of teething is a moſt im- 
portant period of the infant ſtate, and 
ſubjects 
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ſubje&s it to manifold complaints and 
dangers. Some writers, indeed, and 
particularly Dr. Capocan®, and Dr. 
ARMSTRONG, ſeem to think otherwiſe ; 
and that teething is ſcarcely to be ranked 
amongſt the diſeaſes of infants, They 
have imagined that children, if other- 
wiſe healthy, would cut their teeth with 
no more danger than adults, who often 
cut their wiſe- teeth, ſo called, at an ad- 
vanced age, without any difficulty, and 
always without hazard: They likewiſe 

obſerve, that many children get their 
teeth eaſily. But this argument muſt 
ſuppoſe the healthieſt, and beſt - nur- 
tured children, to be, in all reſpects, 
in the ſame circumſtances with adults, 
which is, by no means the caſe ; as 
they are liable to fever, dangerous 
purgings, and even convulſions, from 


See his E/ay on Nurſing, e. 
| cauſes 
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cauſes that would, in no wiſe, affe& the 


latter: nor can they ſtand under ſome 


of thoſe complaints ſo long as adults; 
nor endure the neceſſary remedies. For 
the ſame reaſon, the meaſles and ſmall- 
| pox carry off ſuch. numbers of infants; 

when attacked by them a little more ſe- 
verely than common, whilſt young, and 
healthy people often ſtruggle through 


the moſt dangerous and complicated 


kinds, when properly treated from the 
beginning. . Not to mention, that very 
few infants who are unhappily affected 
with lues venerea, recover under any 
treatment, whilſt adults are cured in the 
moſt advanced ſtages of the complaint, 
notwithſtanding ſome parts may be ac- 
tually mortified. I have, therefore, no 
doubt, that the time of teething ought 
to be ranked amongſt the moſt danger- 
ous to infants, and that the greateſt at- 
tention ovght to be paid to it; though, 
Sans : it 
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it i probable, Dr. Axrurkxor greatly 
over- rates its fatality, when he ſays that 
one child in ten may be ſuppoſed to 
ſink under it. 7 
Sou late writers, His particularly 
Mr. Le FEBURE De ViLLEBRUNE, have 
conceived this to be a mere diſpute about 
words; but the difference, indeed, ex- 
tends much farther. For tho' I would, 
indeed, by no means aſſert dentition it- 
ſelf to be a diſeaſe, and have made uſe of 
any ſuch like expreſſion merely in a po- 
pular way, yet am I confident it induces 
_ diſeaſe in very many infants of every 
habit of body, and more eſpecially, 
however ſtrange it may ſeem, in the ap- 
parently healthy and robuſt, Indeed, 
weak and even rickety children, more 
commonly cut their teeth eaſily, thoꝰ often 
very late; or if they ſhould be harraſſed 
by a purging, and other complaints, they, 
neverthelels,clca pe with their lives oftener 
than 
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than luſty ſtrong children, who are fre- 
quently carried off ſuddenly at this pe- 
riod, unleſs the teeth happen to find a 
very eaſy paſſage through the gums. 
The ſyſtem, during dentition, being diſ- 
poſed to inflammation, ſuch children 
muſt oftener fall into fever than the ten- 
der and delicate; like athletic adults, 
who are more diſpoſed to inflammatory 
complaints, than thoſe who are of a 
colder, but leſs healthy temperament : 
and it is by acute fever, or convulſions, 
that infants are carried off, who are well 
known to ſurvive a thouſand lingering 
and vexatious complaints, if their viſcera 
be ſound. 

THr1s period uſually commences be- 
tween the fifth and tenth months, and the 
proceſs of the firſt teething continues to 
the eighteenth at the leaſt, and ſometimes 
much longer. The two front teeth in 
the lower jaw are uſually cut the firſt, 

and 
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and it is commonly a few weeks longer, 


before the correſponding ones in the up- 


per jaw make their appearance. After 
which, it is frequently a conſiderable 
time before the next under-teeth come 
out ; but ſometimes, though not often, 


fix or eight are cut in a haſty ſucceſſion. . 


Children ſometimes cut their teeth irre- 
gularly, or croſs, as it is called, both by 
the teeth appearing firſt in the upper 
Jaw, and alſo at a diſtance, inſtead of be- 
ing contiguous to each other: this. is 
accounted, and with ſome reaſon, an 


indication of difficult, or painful den- 


tition. 


accompanied with various ſymptoms : 


the child drivels, or ſlavers much; the 
gums ſwell, ſpread, and become hot; 


there 1s often a circumſcribed redneſs in 
the cheeks, and eruptions on the ſkin, 


eſpecially on the face and ſcalp; a 
looſenels,. 
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Iooſeneſs, gripings, green ſtools, watch⸗ 
ings, ſtartings in the ſleep, and ſpaſms 
of particular parts; a diminution, or 
increaſed ſecretion of the urine, and diſ- 
charge of matter, with pain in making 
water, (imitating exactly a virulent go- 
norrbea) which often mitigates the fever. 
A leſs common ſymptom, appearing 
only in certain habits, is a ſwelling of 
the tops of the feet and hands: it ſeems, 
however, of no importance, and goes 
away upon the appearance of the teeth. 
I never met with it but in infants who 
cut them painfully ; and being ſeldom 
accompanied with a purging, it is-likely 
may prevent that fever which is other- 
wiſe ſo apt to attend. In all caſes, the 
child ſhrieks often, and thruſts its fin- 
gers into its mouth: and theſe ſymp- 
roms are ſometimes followed by a-cough, 
difficult breathing, fits, fever, ſcrofula 
and maraſmus, or univerſal decay. 
; STRONG 
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_ :-STRONG and healthy children cut 
their teeth both earlier and more eaſily 
than the weak and tender. I have 
known a weak, and rickety child, with- 
out a tooth at twenty two months old, * 
though it lived to grow up; but at the 
age of five years became ſcrofulous. 
Therefore air, exerciſe, wholſome food, 
an open belly, and every thing that has 
a tendency to promote general health, 
will greatly contribute to > the ſafety of 
dentition. = | | 
Diricurr teething i is to be treated 
nearly as other acute diſeaſes with loca“ 
inflammation.” If the body is- at all 
bound, ſome opening medicine ſhould: 
be adminiſtered, and it is to be obſerved, 
that even a conſiderable degree of looſe-: 
neſs is uſeful ; few children cutting 
* PRIMEROSE ſpeaks of it being as late a8 
the third, or even fourth year. F 
7 | their 
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their teeth ſo well as thoſe whoſe: bellies 
are at this time much more than come 
monly open. Diluting drinks are alſo 
very neceſſary, eſpecially if the child 
does not ſuck ; with a light food, in 
ſmall quantities, and frequently taken. 
If much fever attends, the loſs of a little 
blood, in ſome way, will be neceſlary ; 
though children do not endure bleeding 
ſo well as they do other evacuations. 
If the propriety of bleedipg with the 
lancet be doubted, a leech or two, as 
Harxis adviſes, may be applied behind 
the ears, and 1s generally ſerviceable. 
Clyſters are alſo very vuſeful; eſpecially 
if there be retention of urine, which will 
likewiſe call for the uſe of the warm 
bath. Gentle diaphoretics are alſo ſer- 
viceable, particularly of wine of anti- 
mony, or the antimonium tartariſatum, 
which beſides opening the belly, often 
operate in this way : a bliſter ſhould like- 
_ wiſe 
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wiſe be applied between the ſhoulders, 
eſpecially if there is any diſpoſition ta 
fits. And, indeed, if ſtools do not af+ 
ford ſome conſiderable relief, there ſhould 
generally be ſome diſcharge from the 
ſkin ; ſince a purging, and eruptions 

on the ſkin, when ſpontaneous, are the 
grand means of eaſy. dentition. A lit» 

tle diſcharge ſhould, therefore, be kept 
up behind the ears, by rubbing the 
parts with Spaniſh flies, applying a thread 
as before directed, or putting on a 
ſmall bliſter; which may be kept open. 


A burgundy- pitch plaiſter laid on the 


back will ſometimes ſuffice, which ſhould 
be renewed every ten days, till the 
ſymptoms diſappear, or the teeth come 
into fight. Even before this period, 
light ſcarifications of the gums are 
very uſeful, by taking off the tenſion; 
or if the teeth are at all to be felt, lan- 
eing mz as it is called; the proper 
Oo method 
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method of doing which will be noticed 


below. 


- I sHALL cloſe whit 1 6 to offer 
on the general plan of treatment, by ob- 
ſerving, that the indications certainly are 


to aſſiſt the eruption of the teeth, and to 


moderate the inflammatory and other 
ſymptoms; which muſt be treated ac- 
cording to their kind: all parts of the 


body readily conſenting with the gums 


at the time of teething, but the nerves, 
the bowels, and the lungs, more parti- 


cularly and importantly than the reſt. It 


has been obſerved, that a purging is 


beneficial, and it is, indeed, ſurprizing 
how conſiderable a diarrhœa children 


will ſtand on this occaſion, and how 


very bad the ſtools will often be for 
many weeks together, and a child hap- 


pily ſtruggle through; though at ano- 
ther time, an equal degree of purging, 


with ſuch bad ſtools, and conſtant fover, 
* would | 


* 
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would prove infallibly fatal. The diar- 
rhœa is therefore, not only to be cauti - 
_ ouſly treated according to the directions 
already given under the article of purg- 
ing, but is oftentimes rather to be encou- 
raged than ſuppreſſed. Very pale ſtools 
are at this time not uncommon, and are 
ſometimes in vaſt quantity: 1 have 
known an infant have fifty in one night, 
at leaſt by the account of a careful and 
diſcreet nurfery maid ; and from the 
quantity of feces that I ſaw the next 
morning, I had no reaſon to m_—_ her 
calculation, | 
Fox the fever of dentition, beſides 
bleed ing, the abſorbent powders are 
eminently uſeful, and are, in various 
reſpects calculated to afford relief. To 
theſe, ſometimes a grain or two of Dr, 
Jamzs's powder may be added at bed- 
time, which if there ſhould be any thing 
amiſs in the ſtomach or bowels will 
0 2 either 
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either vomit or purge, but otherwiſe 


(it has been faid) will promote a kindly 
ſweat, which is always beneficial. Nitre 
is very often uſeful, joined with the 
teſtaceous powders, or a little of the 
compound powder of contrayerva.— 
SYDENHAM directs three or four drops 


of the compound ſpirit of ammonia in a 


ſpoonful of water every four hours, for 
four or five times, and I have thought 
it very ſerviceable after proper evacua- 
tions ; but this doſe may be confider- 
ably increaſed, according to the age of 
the child. Nor is a drop or two of 
laudanum to be feared, if the bowels 


| have been previouſly opened, the pain 
be very great, and the breathing not 


difficult. 
A PRINCIPAL FRE WA = it has 
been ſaid, is to affiſt the eruption of the 
teeth, This is attempted, by cooling, 
ſedative, and demulcent applications 
made 
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made to the gums; by rubbing them 
with ſome hard, poliſhed body, ſuch as 
the coral; of by dividing them with 
the lancet : which laſt is the only mean 
to be depended upon. When it is 
found neceſſary to lance the gums, 
(which is ever, at leaſt, a ſafe operation), 
it ſhould always be done effectually, with 
a proper gum-lancet, and not with a 
needle, a thin fix-pence, or ſuch like in- 
ſtrument, which will not ſufficently di- 
vide the gum, or the ſtrong membrane 
that covers the teeth. The Jancet ſhould 
always be carried quite down to them, 
and even be drawn acroſs the double 
teeth. It is certain, that this little ope- 
ration gives ſcarcely any pain, and the 
relief is at the fame time often. ſo con- 
fiderable that the child appears exceed- 
ingly pleaſed with it, and will immedi- 
ately ſqueeze the jaws and grind them 

O 3 together 
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together forcibly, which proves the n 
are not very ſenſible. 
Tux moſt painful part of dentition, 


and that in which children are moſt ex- 


poſed to convulſions, is uſually from 
the teeth cutting through the perioſteum 
(or nervous membrane mentioned above) 
that covers the jaw immediately under 
the gums, This, I apprehend; in dif- 


ficult dentition is often not cut through, 


but is forced up before the teeth, when 
they are even in fight under the thin 
gum ; hence it is, that cutting through 
the gum is © very often uſeful, and 

takes off fever and convulſions, which 
ſevere ſymptoms could not ariſe merely 
from piercing the gum, which it has 
been ſaid is not a very ſenſible part. At 


other times, the pain and fever ſeem 


to ariſe from almoſt the very firſt ſhoot- 
ing of the teeth within the jaw, and 
then they will very often not appear for 

ſome 
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ſome weeks after the gums have been 
properly lanced; and parents are theres 
fore apt to conclude, the lancing has 
been unneceflarily done. I am, hows 
ever, convinced from experience, that 
this little operation, though not in the 
general eſteem it ought to be, (and by 
the French phyſicians even dreaded, at 
this period), * is often inexpreſſibly uſe- 
ful, and appears to have ſaved many 
lives, after the moſt dangerous ſymp» 
toms had taken place, and every other 
mean of cure had been made uſe of. 
And I cannot here forbear expreſſing 
my ſurprize, at the fears ſome people 
entertain of lancing the gums, and their 
delaying it ſo long, if not altogether re- 
jecting it, though no evil can poſſibly 
ariſe from the operation. On the other 
hand, its advantages are ſo great, that 


| See Lieuntaud. LIES 
. 04 whenever 
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whenever con vulſions take place about 
the uſual period of dentition, recourſe 
dught always to be had to it, after an 
unſucceſsful uſe of other means; though 
by an examination of the gums there 
may be no certain evidence of the con- 
vulſions being owing to ſuch cauſe; the 
| Irritation from teething, it has been re- 
marked, often taking place in a very early 
| Nage of the buſineſs. At any rate, it 
has been ſaid, the operation can do no 
harm, even at any period, and ſhould 
the ſhooting of teeth be only an aggras 
vation to the true cauſe of the diſeaſe, 
lancing the gums muſt be attended with 
advantage. But ſhould teething be the 
proper and ſole cauſe, it is evident how 
_ fruitleſs any other mean of relief muſt 
frequently be : for ſhould convulfions, 
for inſtance, take place from a thorn run 
into the finger, or toe, the proper indi- 
cation of cure, by an immediate extrac- 
gs SO tion 
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tion of the thorn, and the probable fu- 
tility of other means, would be n 
obvious. 

TRE operation may alſo be ſafely re- 
peated, the ſcars doing no kind of harm. 
And indeed it will be frequently neceſ- 
ſary to lance the gums ſeveral times, on 
account of the extraordinary difficulty 
with which ſome infants cut their teeth, 
eſpecially the double ones, 'which are 
furniſhed with two or more knobs or 
points. Fever, purging, and even con- 
vulſions will ſometimes ariſe from only 
one point of a large tooth offending 
the perigſteum that covers it, and being 
nearer the ſurface than the other points, 
the lancet ſometimes does not compleatly 
divide the membrane that lies over the 
reſt; and this part not being injured by 
the tooth, the ſymptoms ſubſide on 
having divided that portion of mem - 
brane that was inflamed, Rut in a little 

| time, 
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time, another point of the ſame tooth is 
found to irritate. the perioſteum, and 
calls for the like aſſiſtance of the lancet, 
which again removes all the complaints. 
This, at leaſt, I have conceived to be 
the proceſs, when J have found lancing 
a large tooth immediately remove every 
terrible ſymptom, though the fever and 
other complaints have returned, and the 
tooth not appeared till the operation has 
been three or four times repeated. I 
have ſeen the like good effect from it, 
when children have been cutting a num- 
ber of teeth in ſucceſſion, and have bred 
them all with convulfions. Nothing 
having relieved or prevented theſe ter- 
rible ſymptoms but lancing the gums, 
which has removed them every time it 
has been . done, one or more teeth 
appearing a day or two after each ope- 
ration.— In ſuch caſes, it will often be 
Proper to draw the lancet along a great 
"part 
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part of one, or even both the Janes" 
the ſame operation. © 
SOME writers, "FO and Dr. Mir 
LAR particularly, have adviſed, not to 
cut quite down to the teeth, but only to 
ſcarify the gums, unleſs the teeth are 
very near. He ſuſpects that the inſtru- 
ment often injures them, and produces 
caries, which he thinks will be com- 
municated to the ſucceeding ſet of teeth. 
But this is a needleſs ſcruple, and I ap- 
prehend ariſes for want of duly attend- 
ing to the ſtate of the teeth, which are 
perfect bone, and covered with a ſtrong 
enamel, long before they get through 
the gums. The manner of the ſecond 
teething of children likewiſe forbids 
ſuch a fear; for though the firſt ſet, 
(which are defigned by. nature to be 
only of ſhort duration) ſhould actually 
be injured by the lancet, the ſucceeding 
ones are not at all likely to be affected 
11 by 
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by the carious ſtate of the former. For 
the firſt teeth of infants conſtantly be- 
come carious at the roots, and are 
looſened and expelled by that means, 
when left to nature alone ; and though 
the upper parts of the new teeth are in 
contact with the carious bottoms of the 
firſt ſet, they never ſuffer from this cir- 
cumſtance, I have dwelt the longer on 
this head, becauſe writers are not agreed 
on the ſubject, and it is a matter often- 
times of no ſmall importance. I have, 
however, written from experience, and am 
perfectly ſatisfied of the propriety and ſafety 
of what I have ventured to recommend. 
IT has been hinted to be a common 
practice to touch the gums with oils 
and mucilages, and to rub them with 
ſome hard and poliſhed body, To an- 


See Mr. Huxrzx's copious and accurate 
account of the teeth, and their diſeaſes. 
ſwer 
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ſwer the firſt intention, perhaps a little 
honey, or ſyrup of white poppeys is as 


proper as any thing, or the honey may be 
lightly acidulated with ſpirit of vitriol. 


Befides the coral, a cruſt of bread, or a 


piece of liquorice root, may be often 
carried to the mouth, aud may ſometimes 
be preferable, as they will yield 2 little 
to the preſſure of the g. 


Ir ſhould be a pretty general rule 


during the time of teething, to abate a 
little of the uſual quantity of the food, 
and to increaſe the quantity of drink; 
unleſs the child is very weakly, or every 
thing is going on perfectly well: or if 
the child be at the breaſt, a fimilar re- 


gard ought to be paid to the diet of the 


nurſe. - 
CnlLDREN will ſometimes have ul- 


cerated gums in teething, and more fre- 


quently where they have not been lanced, 


» which are eaſily cured by keeping the 
body 


" In) . Favzrs.. 


body open, and touching them with af: 


tringent applications. As much. white 
vitrio!, or roch alum as will give a mo- 


derate roughneſs to a little honey, is 


uſually ſufficient for this purpoſe; But 
ſhould this fail in any caſe, it muſt be 


treated as directed under the head FE 


Canker. 
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TEA OUGH ſome writers have ſup- 
poſed infants to be as liable to Fevers as 
adults, and from the ſame cauſes, I have, 
by no means, found it ſo, and I wiſh 
parents to take comfort from the con- 
fideration ; having obſerved for many 
years, as well in the hoſpital, as in pri- 


vate practice, that infants do not readily 


take common fevers, though expoſed 
for a long time to that contagion which 
bo appeared to affect adults around 
them 
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them. Their fevers are alſo of a ſhort 


duration if properly treated, unleſs the 


few that ariſe from ſome more perma- 
nent irritating cauſe. | 

| Yovune children, however, are 418. 
poſed to ſome febrile complaints pecu- 
liar to themſelves ; which, as I have en- 


larged this edition confiderably, with 


the defign of taking in all their com- 


plaints, I ſhall beſtow ſome pains in 
ſpecifying, as well as pointing out the 


treatment moſt adapted to each. 
Tx more frequent Cavses of fever, 


are teething, foul bowels, worms, glan- 


dular diſeaſes, fome eruptive and very 
contagious complaint, or taking cold, 
and are often attended with ſymptoms 
peculiar to children. If from the laſt 
mentioned cauſe, and the cold be ſevere, 


it will always be attended with a cough, 


hoarſeneſs, and ſome 1 of breath- 


ing 


= 
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ing, and often with running at the noſe 
or eyes, which will diſtinguiſh the fever 
from all others, except it be the mea- 
ſles; which will be attended likewiſe 
with violent ſneezing, and a peculiar 
appearance of the eyes not often met, 
with in a common cold. 

Ir a fever from cold be confldetable; 
the cough violent, and the difficulty of 
breathing very great, a bliſter will always 
be ſafe and expedient, and may be ap- 
plied at the pit of the ſtomach inſtead of 
the back, as being both leſs painful un- 
der any motion of the body, and more 
readily got at to be dreſſed, or for the 
application of freſh cloths, where the 
diſcharge happens to be conſiderable. 
But if the fever and difficulty of breathing 
ſhould not be very much abated by the 
bliſter, children though within the twelve- 
month, will bear and even be greatly bes 


nefited 
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cited by the Toſs of a little blood, * at - 


leaſt by the application of two or three 
leeches, as I have frequently ſeen ; and 
I mention this again, becauſe it has been 
thought ſo highly improper for infants, 
But J can venture to ſay, they will be 
much leſs reduced by it, than by the con- 
tinuance of the fever, which the loſs of 
a little blood will, in many caſes, ſhorten 
by two or three days; and which is ſome- 
times abſolutely neceſſary, and in perip- 

* In mittendo ſanguine, non tam annos medi- 
cus numerare, quam vires zgrotantis æſtimare des» 
bet. CELs us. Lib. ii. cap, 10. p. 78. 

GALEN indeed forbad bleeding till after four- 
teen years of age, but ſince the time of Cxłsus, 
that abſurd idea has been exploded. Ruazes 
permitted cupping after three or four months; 
AV1CENNA at a year old,—Some allowed of 
bleeding in the feet or legs, though not in the up- 
per parts; but this uſeful operation is now juſtly 
unconfined, and extended, occaſionally, to every 
period, | 


P neumonie 
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neumonic caſes, may even be repeated 
with ſafety and advantage“. Oily medi- 
cines, likewiſe, made into a neat emul- 


ſion, are often uſeful, eſpecially if the 


child be not at the breaſt ; but they 
ſhould be preceded by an emetic of wine 
of antimony, as there is uſually much 


phlegm on the ſtomach; children never 


coughing it up. In many caſes jt is 


alſo neceflary to repeat the emetic, as 
often as the phlegm in the throat is col- 


lected' in ſuch a quantity as ſeems to im- 


pede reſpiration. But if the cough be 
dry or convulſive, BarEs's ſpirit. ſal. am- 
moniac. ſuccinat. may be ſafely and uſe- 
fully adminiſtered, if there be not much 
fever. The body at the ſame time 


| ſhould be kept perfectly open, and this 


purpoſe is uſually well anſwered by 


ſmaller doſes of wine of antimony, or of 


* Multa in przcipiti periculo recte fiunt, alias 
amittenda. Id. Lib. iii. cap. 18. p. 180. 
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Dr. 1 9 powder; but if they ſhould 
fail to procure ſtools, as they ſometimes 
will, where there is much fever, they ra: 
ther do harm than good, unleſs a little 
manna, or rhubarb be joined with them. 

It is very neceſſary here to obſerve, 

that though preparations of antimony 
may perhaps be ſafely ad miniſtered un - 
der the eye of very attentive parents, 
they are very powerful medicines, and 
not to be preſcribed by nurſes and i 1gno- 
rant people, or without great caution, 

And I hope this may be admitted as an 
apology for the liberty J have taken in 
fayirg ſo much againft fome practices 
highly extolled by other writers, and ef- 
pecially the indiſcriminate uſe of anti- 
monial wine, * which has induced ſome 


n | people 


It may be proper once for all to remark, that, 
it is preſumed truth calls for an undiſguiſed ac- 
count of every writer's ſentiments, from whom- 
ſoevet 
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people to make free with niedicincs i 


this Claſs, who are in no wiſe competent 


judges. * But where ſuch medicines are 


found to agree, and keep the belly open, 


children frequently ſtand in need of no 


other; though where the fever has been 
very confiderable, J have given nitre to 
advantage to infants of only a few 
months old. In the little fevers arifing 
from raking cold, to which ſome chil- 


| 


weber he may differ; lg the more. » reſpeable 
their names and opinions may be, and the oftener 


their authority may be quored, by ſo much the 
more prejudicial any erroneous fentiments or 


practice muſt become, It is to method and mea- 
ſures, not men, that writers have to object : when 
compelled ſo to do, I wiſh always to expreſs my- 
ſelf in a manner equally reſpectful and intelligi- 
ble; after which an impartial public will judge 
on which ſide the faireſt * or ſafer line of 


| practice may lie, 


A nurſe very lately — giving half a 
grain of tartar emetic to an infant of a few yay 


old. 
dren 
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dren are very liable, T often join it with 
a little of Dr. JaMes's powder,-(proparz 
tioned to the age) and a few grains of 
the compound powder of contrayerva, 
lowered with teſtacea; which I find to 
be a medicine exceedingly uſeful, when 
given in time. — If the head is muchꝭ af- 
fected, putting the feet into warm water, 
or applying a milt to them juſt taken 
from the animal, are admirable reme- 
dies; and I think have ſometimes ſaved 

a life after all hope had been given up. 
Or a little freſh leaven, or dough, as 
adviſed by Mr. Le Febure de Villebrune, 
may be. ſpread thinly over the ſoles of 
the feet, If the fever be ACccompa» 
nied with much cough, and attended 
with difficulty of breathing, which comes 
on by fits, both may. be greatly relieved 
by ten or fifteen drops of the ſpirit of 
vitriolic æther, given three or four times 
a day, But in the abſence of fever, the 
= © 8 breaſt 
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breaſt-milk is often as good a bellamie 
as can be had; or if the child be dry- 
nurſed, a little ſyrup of balſam is both 
pleaſant and uſeful. 
Ix the fever be not owing to alis 
cold, to worms, teething, or ſome erup- 
tive complaint, it will generally be found 
to ariſe from ſome foulneſs in the firſt- 
paſſages, in which caſe, opening the bel- 
ty, and afterwards giving a puke and the 
teſtaceous powders, uſually remove it. 
But if otherwiſe, opening ' medicines 
| muſt be continued a while longer, ef- 
pecially caſtor-oil ; but if the ſtools are 
very fetid, the baſilic powder, or ſmall 
doſes of calomel are the fitteſt purge ; 
though they require to be adminiſtered 
with caution. I have known not only 
convulſions, but paralytic affections, at- 
tended with great pain and continual 
fever, induced merely, as I apprehend, 
1 85 a foul ſtate of che bowels; where, 
. atter 
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after the complaint has been unſucceſs- 
fully treated as a fever of another kind, 
all the ſymptoms have been removed at 
once by an active purge. Even infants 
of only three or four months old wilt 
often have very confiderable fever, and 
fits, with fo coſtive a ſtate of the bowels 
as to require ſtrong purgative medicines 
to be repeated for ſeveral ſucceſſive days, 
with clyſters and the warm-bath, before 
the obſtruction can be removed, or the 
fever will at all abate. And I doubt 
not, it may be matter of ſurpriſe to 
thoſe who may not frequently have met 
with ſuch caſes, to find what a quantity 
of purging medicines have been taken 
by a tender infant before one proper 
ſtool could be procured, and how cer- 
tainly a relapſe will take place, if the 
opening plan be not perſevered in in the 
manner recommended.—In leſs urgent 
caſes, and eſpecially in very young ſub- 

Fa: jects, 
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breaſt-milk is often as good a balſamie 
as can be had; or if the child be dry- 
nurſed, a little ſyrup of ban is both 
pleaſant and ue! 11 
I the fever be not owing to akg 
cold, to worms, teething, or ſome erup- 
tive complaint, it will generally be found 
to ariſe from ſome foulneſs in the firſt- 
paſſages, in which caſe, opening the bel- 
ty, and afterwards giving a puke and the 
teſtaceous powders, uſually remove it. 
But if - otherwiſe, opening ' medicines 
muſt be continued a while longer, eſ- 
pecially caſtor-oil ; but if the ſtools are 
very fetid, the baſilic powder, or ſmall 
doſes of calomel are the fitteſt purge; 
though they require to be adminiſtered 
with eaution. I have known not only 
convulſions, but paralytic affections, at- 
tended with great pain and continual 
fever, induced merely, as I apprehend, 
145 a foul late of the bowels; where, 
1 _— after 
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after the complaint has been unſucceſs- 
fully treated as a fever of another kind, 
all the ſymptoms have been removed at 
once by an active purge. Even infants 
of only three or four months old wilt 
often have very conſiderable fever, and 
fits, with fo coſtive a ſtate of the bowels 


as to require ſtrong purgative medicines = 


to be repeated for ſeveral ſucceſſive days, 
with elyſters and the warm-bath, before 
the obſtruction can be removed, or the 
fever will at all abate. And I doubt 
not, it may be matter of ſurpriſe to 
thoſe who may not frequently have met 
with ſuch caſes, to find what a quantity 
of purging medicines have been taken 
by a tender infant before one proper 
ſtool could be procured, and how cer- 
tainly a relapſe will take place, if the 
opening plan be not perſevered in in the 
manner recommended.—In leſs urgent 
caſes, and eſpecially in very young ſub- 
— Fu jiects, 


Fevers. 


jects, much gentler means will uſually 
ſucceed; and after the belly has been 
once or more well opened, many com- 
mon fevers will nearly fubſide; after 
which it will frequently be proper to re- 
turn to ſome of the abſorbent powders, 
in one form or other, and that recom- 
mended by BOERERRAA VEB * may be as 
proper as any; though the union of dif- 
ferent teſtacea is of very little impor- 
tance. Any one of them will form an 
admirable medicine for very young 
children, as well under little fevers, as 
for almoſt all their complaints not at- 
tended with much coſtiveneſs. This, 
the judicious HARRIS was ſo ſenſible of, 
that he thinks them alone ſufficient to 
effect almoſt every thing during the in- 
Fant ſtate, and has done unſpeakable ſer- 
vice by aboliſhing: that indiſcriminate re- 
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» See the preſcription under the article of 


- Purging, pag” 133. 
: 1 cours 
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courſe to cordial; and other heating and 
rough medicines, ſuch as mercury, aurum 
fulminaus, theriaca, &c. together with vas 
rious anile and ſuperſtitious remedies, 
which the ancient writers frequently re- 
commended on occaſions peculiarly im- 
proper. And though abſorbents will not 
do every thing he has imagined, yet are 
there very fe medicines. of ſuch general 
uſe. But ſhould the fever withſtand theſe 
common remedies, or be found to in- 
creaſe, it will be neceſſary to give ſome 
of thoſe before recommended, or, what is 
| ſometimes very uſeful, little draughts 
with lemon juice and ſalt of hartſhorn, in 
which the latter is left a little predomi- 
nant; or three or four drops of the 
compound ſpirit of ammonia, in, a little 

water, four or five times a day. I have, 
indeed, lately experienced very good ef- 
fects from perſevering 1 in the uſe of ſmall 
. doſes of wine of antimony, given in a 

ſaline 


I 
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ſaline draught, in the little obſcure fe- 
vers of infants, where the cauſe has not 
been ſo obvious as it commonly is. 
Ox the decline of ſome fevers, eſpe- 
cially thoſe ariſing from foul bowels, 
it is not uncommon to ſee an eruption 
on the ſkin, reſembling that called the 
red-gum, in the month, and ſometimes 
even the thruſh will make its appear- 
ance, though the infant may have had 
that complaint already; which are 
marks of the great diſturbance the firſt- 
paſſages have ſuffered, and of the con- 
ſent they have with the ſkin ; the for- 
mer, it has been ſaid, is always a favour- 
able indication; but the obſervation 
does not hold good in regard to the 
thruſh. | 3: 
FEE RVöõ in children of three or four 
years old, are ſometimes tedious of cure 
by any of the above means, and like 
thoſe of adults, require the bark; which 
e ſhould 
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ſhould be adminiſtered in a light decoe- 
tion three or four times a day, in ſuch 
doſes as the ſymptoms may require. 

„IHA ſometimes met with a fever, 
more remarkable for its being attended 
with inflamed and painful tumors, than 
for any other ſymptom 'peculiar to it. 
Theſe are ſeated chiefly on the legs, and 

particularly along the ſpine of the ibis; 
and riſe in a day or two to the ſize of a 
nutmeg, They are marked with all the 
appearances of abſceſſes, feeling as if 
they contained matter, and on this ac- 
count, they put on a formidable aſpect 
to ſuch as may not often have ſeen the 
diſeaſe; but what is remarkable, they 
never, I believe, come to ſuppuration, 
but diſappear again in a few days, 
though the fever ſometimes continues. 
The like appearances have been met 
with in adults, and eſpecially females, 
but n more 0 in children 
: 1 


5 
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from three to ten years of age; and a 
not peculiar to ſcrofulous habits. As 
far as my experience has gone, (for I 
believe it is not a very common com- 
plaint) they are conjoined more fre- 
quently with that fever which attends a 
foul ſtate of the, bowels, than with any 
other; which therefore requires repeated 
purging, eſpecially with calomel ; and 
on this account, the pulvis e ſcammqu. cum 
calomel. becomes a convenient prepara- 
tion. Saline draughts with the ſpir. ætheris 
vitriolici may be given on the interme- 
diate days, and in the end the bark is 
commonly uſeful. 


MzsENTERIC-FEVER. 


A NOTH ER cauſe of fever has been 
hinted at, which is obſtructed glands, eſ- 
pecially the eee and is often a 
fore- 


tOreariitnbr of the true hedtic fever, or 
fatal maraſmu ss. 4 

Ir, indeed, frequently ariſes from 
ſcrofula, which then diſcovers itſelf by 


other marks; and will require its pe- 


culiar treatment. But there is an early 


ſtage of glandular obſtruction in the 
meſentery, and of the fever here alluded 


to, that is often falſely attributed to 
worms; but will not yield to mere pur- 


gative medicines. It attacks children 
from the age of three or four years, the 


fever remitting, and ſometimes inter- 
mitting irregularly; is attended with 


loſs of appetite, ſwelled belly, and pain 


in the bowels; the latter more com- 
monly taking place, more or leſs, every 
day, or is generally more violent if the 
child be a day or two free from it. 


After opening the bowels, half a grain, 


or a grain of calomel may be given to 


advantage, two or three times a week, 
and 
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and on the intermediate days ſmall doſes 


of the natron ppt. either alone, or neu- 


tralized with the juice of lemons, or in 
ſome inſtances partially ſo. If the belly 
be very coſtive, as it often is, an infu- 
fion of the burnt ſponge and ſenna is 
more effectual than any thing; and 
when ſtrained through filtering paper, 
makes a neat preparation, and an jexcel- 
lent remedy for many little fevers, in 
older children, when the prime vie, or 
ficſt-paſlages are concerned. When the 


glandular fever, juſt now mentioned, 


has abated, ſome light bitter, as of ca- 
momile flowers, is uſeful to brace the 
ſtomach and bowels; and to prevent a 
relapſe, it will oſten be found neceſſary 


to adminiſter ſome chalybeate, of which 


the ſinct. flor. martialium is uſually the 
moſt proper for children. 14 
Bur as this fever, from its great fa- 
ls and * has lately very 
much 
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much engaged the attention of writers, 
it may be proper to conſider it a little 
more diſtinctly in ſome of its principal 
ſtages; in each of which its nature and 
treatment ſometimes materially differ, 
For before the meſenteric glands be- 
come much enlarged, or the fever con- 
tinual; whilſt the appetite continues, 
and the firſt digeſtion is but little im- 
paired, and no purging has taken place 
the opening mixture of ſponge and 
ſenna, with a few doſes of calomel, and 
afterwards bitters and chalybeates, are 
the only remedies very likely to be 
called for. In this ſtate, the diſorder 
may {till be conſidered as in its firſt 
ſtage, and of which an unuſual coſtive- 
neſs, the hardneſs and recurring pains in 
the belly, and an intermitting fever, are 
the principal ſymptoms. The limits of 
this work, however, will not allow of a 
particular detail of the many others that 

5 attend 
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attend this fever through its various 
ſtages; and it is preſumed, they are ſo 
well known to medical people as to ren- 
der it unneceſſary. But in general, it 
may be ſaid, that indigeſtion, coſtiveneſs 
or purging ; irregular appetite ; fluſhed 
cheeks, or a total loſs of colour ; im- 
paired ſtrength and ſpirits ; remitting 
fever; and a hard and tumid belly, 
with emaciated limbs, are amongſt the 
more conſtant ſymptoms attending, at 
one period or other of the diſeaſe. 
CHILDREN are liable to it from 
their infancy to ſix or eight years of age, 
it being often a conſequence of the long 
continuance of almoſt any of the pre- 
ceding complaints, eſpecially thoſe of 
the firſt-paſſages and dentition, as well 
as of the meaſles, and a few others ; | 
of which that from teething will be 
ſeparately conſidered. Among the poor, 
it is too frequently owing to a coarſe 
and 
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and unwholeſome diet; indigeſtion at 


the ſtomach, and a conſequent vitiated 


chyle, with infarction, or obſtructions in 
ſome of the internal glands or lympha- 
tics, being among the e remote 
cauſes of the diſeaſe, 
As prophylaQics, or preventives 


eng good air, exerciſe, gentle fric- 


tions, an eaſy dreſs, frequent waſhings 
of the body of young children with ſoap 
and warm water, * the cold-bath, in 
older children, and eſpecially a light 
and nutritious diet, with ſuch mild aro- 
matics as may aſſiſt digeſtion, are ſome 
of the en and nioſt efficacious 
means. 5 
Bor when this fever is actually form- 
Ne" it calls for the moſt powerful reme- 


* This idea is as ancient as the time of Hippo: 


n who ſtrongly adviſes it. 
| De Salubri Diæta. & IX» 
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dies; and ſuch have happily ſucceeded 
in ſeveral inſtances, wherein formerly 


little hope had been uſually entertained. 


As I am conſtrained to paſs over 
many leſs important ſymptoms occur- 
ring in the different ſtages of this long 
diſeaſe, eſpecially ſuch as ariſe from 


fome peculiarity of habit ; ſo will it be 


neceſſary to confine theſe obſervations 
to the more general plan of treatment, 
without particularly noticing a variety 
of occaſional remedies, which ſuch 
ſymptoms might at different periods 
require. "BY 

In a general way, the principal indi- 


cations are to remove the obſtructions 
in the lymphatic fyſtem, and effect a re- 


ſolution of the indurated glands of the 
meſentery ; to carry off this viſcid mat- 
ter; and laſtly, to ſtrengthen the ſyſtem, 


and eſtabliſh a good digeſtion, as well 


by means of proper diet as by medicine. 
To 


* 
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To accompliſh theſe intentions, attenu- 
ants and deobſtruents, purges and eme- 
tics, and tonic, or bracing remedies, 


muſt be had recourſe to, in their turns. 


AMoNGsT the firſt, and as general 
deobſtruents, are mercurial and antimo- 


nial remedies, neutral ſalts, ſoap, ſteel, 
and, according to ſome, the cicuta. 

In regard to the efficacy of mercury 
and ſteel in this diſeaſe, a vaſt croud 


of teſtimonies appears among writers, * 
in almoſt every part of Europe. Anda 


very rational idea has been ſuggeſted on 
this head, by Mr. Rovex, that of admi- 
niſtering mercury clyſter-wiſe ; inaſmuch 
as the/ reſolution of local and partial ob- 


ſtructions, does not ſo much require an 


exertion of the collected force of the 


ſyſtem, as deriving all the influence of 


* White, Hartmann, Worlhof, Theden, Burchard, 


Baumè, Baumes, Roſeen, Fouquet, &c. 
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proper remedies to the ſeat of the diſ- 


eaſe: an idea of late years pretty gene- 


rally received, and in ſome inſtances, 
ſucceſsfully adapted to the cure of ſcro- 
fula, as well as ſome other chronical 


diſorders. 


CaALoMEL is, perhaps, one of the 
fitteſt remedies of this claſs, and may be 
combined with ſome purgative medi- 


cine, and given for ſeveral weeks, till 


there ſhall be ſome favourable change 
in the feel and fize of the belly. 
Tux lighteſt preparations of feel are 


vials preferable, ſuch as its tinctures, 


or the ſalt, or merely ſome chaly beate 
water; which will act both as aperi- 
tives and tonics; and amongſt Antimo- 
nials, the kermes mineral is found by ex- 
perience to be more generally uſeful. 
than any other preparation, 
TRE Evacuants mentioned as proper 
in this diſcaſe, were emetics ans * 


8 & 


* 2 ! > + bs 2 
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to which may be added diaphoretics. 
The two former are more eſſentially 
neceſſary; but muſt be adapted and 
carefully doſed, agreeably to the ſtate of 

the bowels of the patient. As a purge, 
rhubarb and falt of tartar are generally 
the ſafeſt and moſt effectual, and may 


be perſevered in for the greateſt length 


of time; or the compoſition which, in 
regard to many caſes, has been deſerved- 
ly extolled by Sir WILLIAM Fox Dex, 
rhubarb and polychreſt falt ; which, 
whenever mercury may not be preferred, 
ſhould be exhibited daily for ſeveral 


weeks, and will ſometimes reſtore the 


patient without recourſe to any other 
means, when the diſorder is not of long 
ſtanding ; being at once both a purge 
and an efficacious deobſtruent. | 
As a Diaphoretic, farfaparilla, or a 
more re compound decoction of the woods; 


_—_ which 
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which may be taken together with any 
of the above mentioned remedies. 
TnzE laſt means recommended were 
tonic, or bracing medicines, which can 


very rarely be diſpenſed with; ſince al- 


though the obſtructions ſhould actually 


be removed, the emaciated ſtate to 
which the patient is generally re- 
duced, peculiarly calls for bracing re- 


medies, eſpecially with a view to frength- | 


ning the ſtomach and alimentary canal, 


and promoting a good digeſtion ; the 
only means of obtaining a bland and 


nutritious chyle, by which the body 


may be conſerved in good health. To 


this end, the bark, ſteel, the cold-bath, 


light bitters and aromatics, are the pria- 
cipal remedies; to one or more of 


which, recourſe may be had, as the de- 


gree of remaining fever, and the ſtate of 
the bowels may point out. To theſe 
may be joined daily frictions, eſpecially 

of 
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ol the belly and limbs ; or the common 
ſoap-plaiſter, or one compoſed of oint- 


ment of marſh-mallows, gum animoniac, 


and oil of chamomile, applied over the 
whole belly : or the body may be covered 
all over (as directed by Mr. BAuxESs) with 
ſea- ſalt, reduced to a very fine powder. 

Ir has been already hinted, that the 
diet ought to be of the lighteſt and moſt 
nutritious kind, and carefully adapted 
to the age and other circumſtances of 
the child; who, if at a due age, ought 
in many inſtances to partake of light 


white meats, as well as vegetables, and 


plain jellies ; but always avoiding fat 
and greaſy aliments, paſtry, and what- 


ever may not be duly, as well as quickly 


digeſted, or will not form a bland and 


nutritious chyle, however readily they 


may get out of the ſtomach. 
T roven in ſome inſtances, merely 


purging with calomel or rhubarb, for a 
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length of time, has been ſaid to ſacceed 


and in others, ſome one of the above 
remedies may be more adapted to the 


patient than the reſt; yet in general, 


each of them will be uſeful, at one pe- 
riod or other of the complaint, and ſome- 


times the union of ſeveral : but above 


nll, purging is always the moſt effential 


to the cure of this dangerous diſeaſe. 
And though it is oftentimes. attended 
with-. coſtiveneſs and a voracious ap- 


petite, it is, at others, accompanied 


with a loathing of all food, and fre- 
quent ſtools, which do not reduce the 
belly, but too often deter practitioners 


from the uſe of active, or repeated 


purges; without which, however, expe- 
rience Proves there can be no proſpect 


of ſucceſs, after the belly has once be- 


rome enlarged. I ſhall cloſe theſe obſer» 
vations with offering the following form, 
which in a general way may be as ſuit- 
1 „ able 


war 
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able as any. It ſhould be continued 
for a length of time, taking care that 
the bowels be kept properly open by it, 
or by other remedies occaſionally admi- 
niſtered. | | 


R. Calomelan. gr. j. ad. 1j. 
Pulv. Ipecac. grſs. ad. gr. j. 
Eingiber. gr. vj. | 


Miſce, ft. Pilulæ is, cum quantitat. 
ſufficient. vel. Conf. aromaticæ, vel 
Conf. opiatæ, ut alvi ſtatus poſtulet. 


WT 


Hecric Fever, and MARASus. 


: N OT a few both of the preceding 
and following complaints are ſometimes 
found to induce a confirmed hectic fe- 
ver, and maraſmus, or a waſting of the 
whole body, called by fome writers Atro- 
phia Laftantium ; though it often comes 
on too late properly to admit of the 
1 name. 


2 Hxeric Fvan, 


4 1 
* 5 


name. I have nothing new, indeed, to 
offer on this diſeaſe when it ſeems to be 
far advanced, unleſs it be by way of en- 
couragement to hope for a better iſſue 
in the hectic fever, under certain cir- 
cumſtances than we are wont to expect. 

Tuis fever, as it is apt to ariſe from 
other complaints, is very often owing to 
their having been imprudently treated, 
or imperfectly cured, eſpecially by ſup- 
preſſing ſome eruption or diſcharge from 
the ſkin, or incautiouſly ſtopping a 
purging during the time of teething. 
In ſuch eaſes, and indeed whenever the 
hectic fever is of ſome ſtanding, the 
meſenteric glands become indurated, 
greatly increaſed in fize, and often ſup- 
purate, the belly getting large, though 
the limbs and other parts become ema- 
ciated ; which ſtate has been treated in 


the former chapter, and has been ſhewn 


to be curable, or otherwiſe, according 


and Max azvmus. 21 


to the degree of induration, and the 


length of time it has exiſted. But there 
is ſometimes a threatning appearance of 
hectic fever, where nevertheleſs nature 


effects a ſalutary and wonderful change, 


and will reſtore the emaciated infant as 

from the very jaws of death. And this, 
indeed, is often the work only of na- 
ture, art doing no more than ſuperin- 
| tending it, and preventing her being 
counteracted by the uſe of improper 
medicines, or diet. 

Nature alone will, indeed, oftentimes 


effect wonders for infants, and far be- 


yond any thing to be expected in adults, 
if ſhe be not officiouſly counteracted, 
And the reaſon is obvious ; it being 
well obſerved by a great man, and a 
good phyfician,“ lately deceaſed, that 


* Dr. Ga ROA Comparative view of the 
State and Faculties of Man with thoſe * the animal 
World. 1785. 
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cc there is, in truth, a greater luxuriancy 


of life and health in infancy, than in 
any other period in life. Infants, it is 
acknowledged, are more delicately ſen- 


fible to injury, than thoſe advanced in 
life; but, to compenſate this, their 


fibres and veſſels are more capable of 


diſtenſion, their whole ſyſtem is more 
flexible, their fluids are leſs acrid, and 


leſs diſpoſed to putreſcence; they bear 


all evacuations more eaſily, except that 


of blood, and, which is an important 


circumſtance in their favor, they never 
ſuffer from the terrors of a diſtracted 
imagination. Their ſpirits are lively 
and equal; they quickly forget their 


paſt ſufferings, and never anticipate the 


future. In conſequence of theſe advan- 
tages, children recover from diſeaſes, 
under ſuch unfavourable ſymptoms as 


are never ſurvived by adults. If they 


waſte more quickly under ſickneſs, their 
| recovery 


and MARAsMus. 4363 
recovery from it is quick in proportion, 
and generally more compleat than in 
older people; as diſeaſes ſeldom leave 
thoſe baneful effects on their conſtitu- 
tions, ſo frequent in adults. In ſhort, 
a phyſician ought ſearce ever to deſpair 
of a child's life, while it continues to 
breathe.” — In farther ſupport of this 
ſentiment it may. be obſerved, that their 
complaints are-not often attended with 
fever like thoſe of adults, which is diſ- 
pPoſed rather to break up the 1 than 

to rectify the machine. 5 
TI above mentioned ſalutary turns 
in the true hectic fever, as far as I have 
obſeryed, are chiefly in that ſpecies of it 
arifing from worms, or teething ; and in 
which I have known recoveries after 
hope had long been given up, and all 
attempts been laid aſide. There is, in- 
deed, an atrophy, or univerſal decay in 
infants, for want of the breaſt, or from 

| the 
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the unſuitableneſs of it, or of Whatever: 2 
elſe may be the child's ordinary food, (as 


1 ſhall inſtance in another place :) but | 


his is not ufually attended with fever, 
and is to be cured merely by making 
that change, which the nature of the 
different occafions points out. Harris 
recounts ſome remarkable' recoveries in 


what he calls the Atrophia verminoſa, (or 
Worm-hectic) and attributes the cures 
to the free uſe of the hydrargyrus cum ſul- 


phure, carefully prepared; but I have 


ſeen none ſo marvellous as in the Atro- 


phia Dententium, or Tooth-atrophy. In 
this, I have known children after being 
reduced by purging, and other com- 
plaints, lying for three months together 
in the cradle, ſcarcely fit to be moved, 


with continual fever, fluſhed cheeks, 
_ emaciated countenance and limbs, 


large belly, inceffant cough, and almoſt 


without taking me nouriſhment, reco- . 


ver, 


and Marasnus. —_ 


ver, as it were in a few days, upon un- 
expectedly cutting half a dozen teeth. 


After what I have ſaid on this fever, 


it will not be expected I ſhould offer 
much on the head of medicines ; I ſhall 
therefore only obſerve, that after making 
trial of the mixture recommended by 
BOERHAAVE, * when acidity may pre- 
vail in the bowels, or preſcribing open- 


ing medicines, as directed under the 


heads of coſtiveneſs and purging, are 
the chief indications in this advanced 
ſtage of the complaint. With this view, 
SYDEYHAM's rhubarb-beer, + and purg- 

ing 


Page 133. 
+ Take of choice rhubarb ſliced, two drams ; 
let it be put into a glaſs bottle, well ſtopped, with 
a quart of ſmall-beer, or any other liquor the child 


may make uſe of. This medicated beer is to 


| be his ordinary drink. When this quantity is 
drank, a ſccond, and a third quart of beer may be 


poured 
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iog with mercury, if that has not already 


been done, ſhould even now be attempt- 


ed, fince children in this ſtate will often 
bear ſtronger doſes of purging medi- 
eines, and more frequently repeated, 
than under any other circumſtances. 


Some attention, however, ſhould be paid 


to the diet, which ought chiefly to be 


of milk, rice, ſemolina, and luch like, 


with light puddings ; but above all, 
plenty of freſh air, and as much exer- 
ciſe as the weak ſtate of the child will 
bear. 

In Dr. ArMSTRONG'S ſecond edition, 
is a pretty long chapter on the hectio 


poured on, as before; after which the rhubarb 
will commonly have loſt its virtue. Should the. 


beer firſt poured on be too much impregnated 
with rhubarb, and purge too much, another pint 


| may be added preſently after the firſt is drank, 


up. 
3 85 fever 


and MarasMus 2357 
fever of teething children, wherein ſeve- 
ral medicines are preſcribed, which the 
doctor apprehends may be very ſervice- 
able early in the diſeaſe, He ſpeaks of 
it as a very common complaint, begin- 
ning like other fevers, and gradually 
becoming . remitting ; then a ſlow con- 
tinual fever, ny in a fatal 
beck: 567 

It is very probable, that a 4 of 
this deſcription, may be common among 
paupers, relieved at diſpenſaries, and 
may deſerve ſuch a name, but, I believe, 
it will be rarely met with in higher 
ranks of life; and if ſo, perhaps, that 
ought to have been intimated in a po- 
pular work. It ſeems to me, (and Dr. 
ARMSTRONG, indeed, ſays as much) to 
ariſe from improper food and nurſing, 
Joined with a coſtive ſtate of the bowels, 
and is therefore, very much the offspring 
of neglect, When advice is ſought for 
R 10 
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258 SCARLET-FEVER, 


in Proper time, it, accordingly, appears 


to be nothing more than the common 
fever I have deſcribed, ariſing from a 


foul ſtate of the bowels, and is eaſily 
cured by ſuch medicines as are beſt cal- 
culated to clear the firſt-paſſages. Should 
this, however, be neglected, it may de- 
generate into a continual fever; but it 

is not even then peculiar to the age Dr. 
ARMSTRONG has ſpecified, nor, by any 
means, the common hectic fever of den- 
tition. | 


FEB RIS SCARLATEFNA—SCAR LET-FEVER, 
WITH, or WITHOUT ULCERATION 
of the Tunxoar. 


| W HEN EVER the Scarlet · fever 
becomes epidemic among adults, chil- 


dren rarely fail being attacked by it, in 
great numbers, and frequently ſink un- 
der it. This diſeaſe has, indeed, en- 


gaged | 


——— nn ern — — — — 


Scanter-Faven. | 259 
gaged the pen of the moſt able phyſi- 


cians, and has lately been accurately ar- 
ranged by Dr. PEK Ixs. It is therefore 
well underſtood in this day, at leaſt in 
the metropolis, and needs only on this 
occaſion, to be adverted to as one inci- 
dent to children, and its moſt approved 
method of treatment to be briefly point 
ed wm. 3 


0 ſcarlet- fever with ulcerated 
throat has, perhaps, been diſtinguithed 


in too refined a manner, by ſome wri- 


ters, into the ſcarlet- fever with malig- 


nant ulcerated throat, and the malignant 


ſore throat with effloreſcence, or redneſs, 


on the ſkin. But ſuch diſtinction, it is 
apprehended, is needleſs, ſince the ex- 
perienced practitioner will always be 


guided by the degree of tendency in the 
ſy ſtem either to an inflammatory or pu- 


trid diatheſis; and the leſs experienced 
Mu © 
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will only be perplexed. 'by miuldplied 


diſtinctions. 


TE mildeſt ſpecies of ſcarlatina angi- 


noſa ſhould, however, be carefully diſ- 


tinguiſhed from the true inflammatory 
affection of the tonfils, which the angina 


maligna will ſometimes reſemble in its 


firſt ſtages: but the genuine marks of the 
two diſeaſes, and the caſt of the epide- 
mics reigning at the time, will direct the 
attentive practitioner; who will in leſs 
certain caſes, take a middle courſe in 


his method of treatment, till the charac- 


teriſtic ſymptoms of either ſhall become 
more evident, 

THERE 1s, however, a ſcarlet-fever 
that is not attended with any affection 
of the throat, and was long ago deſcri- 
bed by Sypexnaam, * though not much 
inſiſted upon by later writers, which is 


See alſo WreuezinG RE CULLEN. 
attended 


R 
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attended with a harder pulſe, and other 
ſymptoms of an inflammatory diſpoſi- 

tion, but nevertheleſs, in every inſtance 
that I have met with, calls for the ſame 
general treatment, only more cautiouſly 
adapting the neceſſary cordials and tes 
nics to the degree of fever, eſpecially 
in the commencement of the complaint. 


TRE febris ſcarlatina of every ſpecies 


begins with the common ſymptoms of 
fever, often with languor and diſpoſition 
to fainting, ſickneſs, a quick pulſe, and 
pain in the head. The eyes are often 
inflamed, and where the throat is af+ 
' fected, there is frequently a ſtiffneſs of 
the muſcles of the neck very early in 


the diſeaſe, which is ſoon followed by 


ſome difficulty in ſwallowing. The fe- 
ver generally increaſes in the evening, 

and is often attended with tranfient fits 
of delirium ; but ſome remiſſion takes 
place towards morning, with ſweating z 
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and on the ſecond, or third day the 
effloreſcence appears on the ſkin, and 
generally firſt on the faces deck, and 


breaſt. 


TREE limits of this work allow me 


Weng obſerve, that the method of cure 


being directed to the two indications of 
the general diatheſis, and the affection 
of the throat, the nature and extent of 
theſe muſt ever be kept in view, and 
the ſyſtem be duly ſupported. The 
throat ſhould be often gargled, or rather 
ſyringed, with mucilaginous infuſions or 


decoctions, rendered more or leſs ſtimu- 


lant ; ſuch as the compound decoction 
of barley with honey of roſes, warmed 
with the compound ſpirit of ammonia, 


tincture of myrrhe, or a decoction of 


ſnake· root; ; or other ſuch like prepara- 
tions. 5 
TRIS fever, eſpecially hes epide - 
mic, being almoſt conſtantly of a low 


ty pe, | 
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type, the phyfician muſt not truſt to ſa- 
line draughts, or other medicines of 
that claſs, without the addition of the 
aromatic confection, ſnake-root, or the 
bark, in one form or other ; and befide 
theſe, ſhould direct a moderate quantity 
of wine to be given with the food, ac- 
cording to the age and other circum- 
ſtances of the patient. 

SHovLD the affection of the throat 
therefore be evidently inflammatory, or 
ſhould a caſe occur where the fever may 
ſeem to be of that kind, (which may 
be better aſcertained by the hardneſs of 
the pulſe than any other ſymptom) it 
will rarely, if ever, bear bleeding, even 
in the beginning of the diſeaſe, as ſymp- 
toms of debility generally attend in ſome 
period of the ſcarlet-fever, and will al» 
low only of that middle courſe of treat- 
ment, hinted above. 
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Ix a general way, a cordial plan is 
required throughout the diſeaſe, and 


where the throat is much affected, either 


with ſloughs, or total. blackneſs, the 
bark is indiſpenſably neceſſary, howſo- 
ever thick and florid the raſh, or how- 


ever hot and dry the ſkin may be; the 


bark, as it were, extinguiſhing the fever 
above every other remedy. Young 
children take it very well, eſpecially the 


oft extract, diflolved in a ſtrong des 


coction. Should it be diſpoſed to purge 
the child, a little of the ſpirit of cinna- 
mon, or a drop or two of tincture of 
opium ſhould be added to it; or if the 
child, on the other hand, ſhoud be two 
or three days without a ſtool, a laxative 
clyſter ſhould be injected.—If, there is 


much external ſwelling about the neck, 


bliſters to the part are frequently very 
uſeful.—Even after the effloreſcence has 
dried off kindly, a gangrene has ſome- 
times ſeized the whole palatum molle. 

N Car- 
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CarDIALGIA, or 7 ISFLAMMATION of the 
| STOMACH, | 


" 


Fai is a diſeaſe very :1dom met 
with, I believe, in this country, but 1s 
common in France, as it appears by a 
paper read lately before the Royal Society 
of Medicine, in Paris, by Mr. Sa1LLanT; 
and is ſaid to attack children of four or 
five years of age. 

THE pathognomonic, or charaftevifiſe 
SYMPTOMS of this diſeaſe are, violent 
pains in the region of the ſtomach, 
ſometimes recurring every quarter of an 
hour; violent contortions of the child 
and the application of a hand to the 
ſeat of the diſeaſe. Mr. SAiLLANT in 
the firſt inſtance, ſuſpected that theſe 
ſymptoms might be owing to worms, 
and preſcribed accordingly ; but that 
child dying in a few-days, the body 
FN * Was 
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In a general way, a cordial plan is 
required throughout the diſeaſe, and 
where the throat is much affected, either 
with floughs, or total blackneſs, the 
bark is indiſpenſably neceſſary, howſo- 
ever thick and florid the raſh, or hows 
ever hot and dry the ſkin may be; the 
bark, as it were, extinguiſhing the fever 
above every other remedy. Young 
children take it very well, eſpecially the 


ſoft extract, diſſolved in a ſtrong des 


coction. Should it be diſpoſed to purge 
the child, a little of the ſpirit of cinna- 
mon, or a drop or two of tincture of 
opium ſhould be added to it; or if the 
child, on the other hand, ſhoud be two 
or three days without a ſtool, a laxative 
_ elyſter ſhould be injected.—If, there is 
much external ſwelling about the neck, 
bliſters to the part are frequently very 
uſeful. Even after the effloreſcence has 
dried off kindly, a gangrene has ſome- 
times ſeized the whole palatum molle. 
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g is a diſeaſe very \idbak met 
with, I believe, in this country, but is 
common in France, as it appears by a 
paper read lately before the Royal Society 
of Medicine, in Paris, by Mr. SaiLLant; 
and is ſaid to attack children of four or 
five years of age. 4 

THE pathognomonic, or characteriſtic 
SYMPTOMS of this diſeaſe are, violent 
pains in the region of the ſtomach, 
ſometimes recurring every quarter of an 
hour; violent contortions of the child; 
and the application of a hand to the 
ſeat of the diſeaſe. Mr. SAILLANT 1n 
the firſt inſtance, ſuſpected that theſe 
ſymptoms might be owing to worms, 
and preſcribed accordingly ; but that 
child dying in a few. days, the body 
FOR Was 
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was afterwards opened, and the preſence 
of genuine inflammation of the ſtomach, 
and of a part of the inteſtinal canal was 
clearly demonſtrated. 

The TREATMENT of this dreadful dil 
eaſe is, however, repreſented as very 
ſimple, confiſting only in cooling and 
laxative remedies, which when admi- 
niſtered in good time, are ſaid to be 
uſually ſucceſsful. For this purpoſe, 
Mr. SAiLLANT has generally adminiſ- 
tered the juice of lettuce, b y ſpoonsful, 
every hour; an idea he took up from 
BacLtvi, who directed the juice of the 
ſow-thiſtle in the hemitritus, under ſymp- 
toms analogous to thoſe of the cardial- 
gia, The juice of lettuce was general- 

ly found to relieve the pains in a ſhort 
time, and ſome infants who had been 
judged to be in a hopeleſs ſtate, and 
even at the point of death, were per- 


fectly recovered. „ 
Me. 
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Mr. AnDR&yY has done me the kind- 
nefs of acquainting me, that he has 
ſometimes met with this complaint, in 


the hoſpice des enfans trouves, eſpecially 
during the ſummer, and at ſuch times 


as infants have been obliged to continue 
there withour the breaſt, for the want of 
wet nyrſes ; who are uſually otherwiſe 
engaged in the harveſt and vintage ſea- 
ſons, as well as during a hard froſt. In 
the inſtances Mr. AnxpRr has ſeen, the 
infants were found to vomit up every 


thing that was given them, which it is 
probable, muſt generally be the caſe 


where the ſtomach is actually inflamed, 
In ſuch inſtances, perhaps, fomentations 
to the ſtomach, and the uſe of a warm- 
bath 1 8 to be made trial of. 
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SMALL- -POX, Ixocvrarion) 1 
MEASs LES. 


1 T were very foreign to the preſent i in- 
tention to treat diſtinctly of theſe diſcaſes 
and their ſeveral varieties, being in no | 
reſpe& peculiar to childhood, and are | 
noticed only to point out a few principal 
indications, and to introduce ſome ob- 
ſervations in regard to the propereſt time 
for inoculation. | 35 
THouGH the SMALL-Pox is a com- 


. 
plaint ſo incident to the early part of | 
life, that comparatively few children 
living to the age of eight or ten years, : 

are found to eſcape it, yet it is not ſo 
readily communicated, in the ſtate of i 

infancy, as hath been generally imagined, ; 
unleſs by immediate infection «k 

5 The f 

| t. 

Some evidence of the propriety of this aſſer= _ n 

tion may be gathered from the conſideration of n 


there 
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The poor furniſh frequent inſtances of 
the truth of this obſervation. I have at- 

| 9 tended 


there always exiſting a far greater number of in- 
fants within the month, than of children of any 
other age; and for the like reaſon, a greater 
number of thoſe under a year old, than of ſuch as 
are two or three years of age. For, every infant 
that dies at the earlier periods, reduces the num- 
ber to which thoſe of the more advanced ages 
might otherwiſe have amounted; whereas, all the 
children who arrive to two or three years of age, 
having been firſt infants in the month, and of one 
year old, the number of the latter periods is not 
diminiſhed by the death of thoſe of a more ad- 
vanced age. Now, every one knows how very 
few infants he has heard of who have received the 
ſmall-pox, naturally, in the month, or even with- 
in the year; though fewer of theſe are inoculated 
than of children above a year old. And this ex- 
emprion from the natural ſmall-pox does not ſeem 
to ariſe from their not being expoſed to the ordi- 
nary means. of contagion, eſpecially among the 
middling and lower ranks of people who form the 
| bulk 
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tended where children born in an air, ſa- 
turated as it were, with the miaſma of this 
diſeaſe, (as well as of the meaſles) and 
even lying continually in a cradle in 
which another child has died a few days 
before, have nevertheleſs eſcaped the diſ- 
eaſe, and ſometimes when they have ſlept 
together in the ſame bed with one loaded 

with it. Hence it appears that highly 
tainted air, and even perſonal contact, 


bulk of mankind ; ſince the medical men wo 
uſually attend ſuch lying - in rooms, are very much 
in the habit both of viſiting the ſmall-pox, and of 
inoculating, all the year round: and even in the 
higher ranks of life, if gentlemen in the general 
practice of phyſic happen to be conſulted, the 
chance of their viſiting at the ſame time infected 
patients, is not ſo ſmall as may be imagined ; not 
to ſpeak of the probability there is, that ſome one 
of the numerous viſiters, during the month, may 
by accident or otherwiſe, have been in ſome in- 
fected houſe in the courſe of the day in which 
their viſits may be made, | 

are 


OE \ * 5 * 1 
© MY) - - Ds ” ? 9 2 
S ; q 
Li * * 
1 N ks 


and MxasSLEs. . 271 


are often inſufficient to communicate the 
virus. Vet we know that infants are 
very eaſily infected, receiving the ſmall- 
pox by inoculation as readily as adults; 
tho' neither are at all times equally ſuſ- 
ceptible of it. Perhaps this latter cir- 
cumſtance may not always be ſufficiently 
attended to; the mode of inoculation 
being often blamed, when its failure may 
be owing to the indiſpoſed habit of the 
child. Poſſibly, on this account, it may 
not be perfectly ſafe to urge it, at ſuch a 
time; at leaſt, inſtances are not wanting, 
where twice introducing the virus having 
failed, an infant has had the diſeaſe very 
ſeverely, and even fatally, upon its being 


repeated a third time. 


Bur in whatever way the ſmall-pox 
or meaſles may take place, they are to 
be treated as in adults, with but little 
other difference than what every practi- 
tioner is well acquainted with, that of 

greater 
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greater caution and tenderneſs; as ins 
fants cannot bear the powerful antiphlo- 
piſtic regimen and evacuations, oven 
proper for the other,* | 

IN the treatment of the Maxitizs; not 
only ought children's bellies to be kept 
open throughout the diſeaſe, but unleſs 
they are very young, they will bear and 
even require one or more bleedings, at 
any period of it-when the ſymproms in- 
dicate its propriety. And, indeed, the 
cure of the ſecondary fever, however long 

itt may continue, will turn upon repeated || 
5 bleedings, laxatives, and a total abſti- 
nence from wine, and all animal food. 

I have now only to drop a word or 
two on the ſubject of Inoculation, becauſe 
parents are very apt to fall into great 

' miſtakes reſpecting the age, and circum- 
ſtances moſt proper for this operation. 
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Ir is too common an opinion that a 
very young infant, ſucking at the breaàſt, 


is the fitteſt ſubject for inoculation, and 


medical people have ſome difficulty in 
perſuading parents to the contrary, Chil - 
dren are then faid to be clear from hu- 


mors, their blood mild and balſamic, 


their food innocent, and they are free: 
from all violent paſſions of the mind. 
But all theſe advantages may be counter- 
balanced by the delicacy of their frame, 
their diſpoſition to ſpaſm, and their in- 
ability to ſtruggle. with a ſevere attack of 


| the diſeaſe, if it ſhould chance to fall to 


their ſhare. And ſuch, indeed, are the 
facts; infants uſually have the ſmall-pox 
very lightly, whether taken naturally, or 
from inoculation; though in both there 


are inſtances of. their expiring in a fit at 


the time of the eruption; and they ſel- 
dom get through the diſeaſe, if they 
are full, or it Jon of the confluent, or 
85 =: malignant 
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malignant kind. And this furniſhes a 
peCuliar objection to inoculating-infants- 
at the. breaſt, which ariſes from their ne- 


ceſſarily lying ſo much on the arm of the: 


mother, or the wet-nurſe, eſpecially in 
the night; the heat expoſing them to a 
much more copious eruption, than chil - 
dren who are weaned, This I have ſeen 


clearly exemplified in the inſtance of a 


child whoſe mother could ſuckle only 
with the right breaſt; the conſequence 


was, that the left fide of the child was 


perfectly loaded with the eruption, 


(though the pock was of the diſtinct 


kind) whilſt the other had only a very 
moderate ſprinkling. The child, how- 
ever, ſunk under the ſecondary fever at 


the end of five or fix weeks, though turn- 
ed of two years old; the onhy child 1 


have known to die of inoculation at ſo 
p an age. 808 : e 
I am aware that many children! ung 


inoculated very young, and even in the 


month, 


. wv 
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month, and generally with very good 


ſucceſs; but the frequency of this prac+ 
tice, among eminent ſurgeons, is owing 
to the urgent ſolicitation of parents, and 
their fear of contagion. I cannot there- 
fore avoid ſaying, that however few may 
die under inoculation, under any cir- 
cumſtances, the fact is, that the far greater 
proportion that I happen to have had 
an account of, is amongſt infants under 
fix months old. 

FROM this view of the matter, it is 
pretty evident, I think, that this opera- 
tion ought, uſually, to-be poſtponed to 
a later period, which is pointed out by 
the child having cut all its firſt teeth. 
To which may be added the obſerva- 
tion juſt made, that infants are not 
much diſpoſed to take the ſmall-pox na- 
turally, and that fifty children die under 
the age of two years, of other complaints, 
to one that dies of the natural ſmall» 
pox, Should it, however, be in the 
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ſame houſe, or prevail in the neighbour- 
hood, and the parents find it difficult to 
remove the child out of the way, it may 


run a leſs riſk in being immediately 


inoculated, as that operation is now ſo 


well underſtood, and ſucceſsfully con- 
ducted, than by taking the chance of 


eſcaping the infection, or of recovering 


from the diſeaſe, if it ſould hpppen to 


take place. 


cniekENLPox. 
7 


1 


Ea the reaſor given in the forms 


chapter, I ſhall be very brief on this 


head. The complaint, nevertheleſs; 
merits a few words, not only becauſe. 
more incident, perhaps, to children than 


to adults, but alſo that parents are often 
at a loſs to diſtinguiſh it from the mild 
ſmall-pox ; which it ſometimes-exceeds 
in violence, and. is now and then even 


attended 


| 
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attended with danger. This is, indeed, 
not often the caſe, and the diſeaſe has 
therefore been very ſeldom noticed by 
medical writers; and even DR. H EBER 
DEN, who was among the firſt that ob- 
liged the public with a diſtin&t account 
of it, ſays he never ſaw any perſon with 
ſo many as three hundred puſtules over 


the whole body. Phyſicians, indeed, as 
he obſerves, are not often called to viſit 
patients under a complaint uſually ſo 
trifling, or a gentleman of his long and 
extenſive practice, wouJd have met with 
in ſtances in which it muſt have appeared 
of more e as will ung 
be noticed. 
Ir is from this diparity, I 4 

that this diſorder is ſometimes denomi- 


nated the feine por, which is only a 
ranker ſpecies of the diſeaſe, in which 
the ſymptoms may run higher, as well 


as the Puſtules become much larger. 
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In this caſe, I have known the head and 
face as much fwollen as I have ever ſeen; 
them in any diſtinct ſmall-pox, how- 
ever full, and the puſtules containing a 
yellow, and ſeemingly purulent matter, 
with highly inflamed baſes, and exceed- 
ingly fore; and theſe have formed a 
complete maſk on the face, after the 
turn, as is often ſeen in the ſmall-pox.: 
One ſuch patient whom I was called to 
viſit, was about fixteen years of age, of 
4 plethoric habit, but very healthy ; 
and what makes it very certain, that 
this complaint could not be the ſmall- 
pox, is, that the young gentleman died 
of that diſorder a twelvemonth after- 
wards, and poffibly owing to its being 
neglected in the beginning, from an 
idea that the former illneſs had really 
been the ſmall-pox. The latter miſ- 
take aroſe from an improper anſwer 
having been then made to my inquiry 
. after 
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after the day on which the eruption had 
firſt appeared (as 1 was not called in to 
vifſit him till the diſorder was at the 
height); a miſtake the young gentle- 
man's mother had a perfect recollection 
of after I was gone, and of which I re- 
minded her upon being called to viſit 
him in the n op = day be- 
fore his death, _ F 
T nrs caſe irongly ne the remark 
of DR. HERBERDRN, that this complaint 
can, in ſome inflances, be diſtinguiſhed 
from the ſmall-pox only by its quicker 
_ progreſs towards maturation, and the 
ſhorter duration of the puſtules; a 
_ watery veſicle always appearing on the 
ſecond or third day from the eruption; 
and the turn, at the — * 
place on the fiftbn. 
Tux Treatment of it differs nothing 
from that of the mild, diſtinct ſmall-pox ; 
but it more rarely calls for much atten- 
1 „ tion, 
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tion, and only when a patient may n 


AGUE. 


Te I'S is a complaint 0 _ 1 
that it ſeems unneceſſary here to enter 
minutely into a deſcription of it. It 
is ſufficient to ſay, that it conſiſts of re- 
peated cold and hot fits regularly ſue- 
ceeding each other, with one or more 
well days between them; in which in- 
terval the ſick paſſes a high- coloured 


urine, that depoſits a red ſediment. 


Ir, perhaps, partakes more of a ner- 
vous affection than other fevers may do, 


and is known to be endemic in ſome 
flat marſhy fituations, but is moſt fre- 


quent in the ſpring and fall of the year; 


in the former of which it is generally 
eaſily cured, and is even ſometimes ſa- 
lutary. Autumnal agues, on the other 


hand, 


. q 
4 


Acvt. : 281 


band/! eſpecially in the country, and 
amongſt very poor people who feed 
coarſely, will frequently continue a long 
time, and return again the next autumn; 


whereby the conſtitution becomes conſi- 
In ſuch inſtances 


derably impaired. 
the legs are apt to ſwell, and more eſ- 
pecially the belly, which becomes hard, 
particularly on the left ſide, and ls 
been termed the agve-cake. 


ſign, as might be ſuſpected a Priori, is a 
very favourable one, and indicates the 
recovery of the patient. This circum- 


ſtance is noticed by SYDENHAM, and 


like other obſervations of that attentive 
practitioner, is a very juſt one, and was, 
doubtleſs, the reſult of his experience. 
The hardneſs is probably owing to an 


infarction of the ſpleen, and uſually ſub- 


ſides in the courſe of a few months, 
ann upon the uſe of moderate ex- 
ereiſe, 


This tume- 
faction, however, inſtead of being a bad 
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tion, and only when a patient may have | 
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Tu Is is a complaint fo well 1 
that it ſeems unneceſſary here to enter 
minutely into a deſcription of it. It 
is ſufficient to ſay, that it conſiſts of re- 
peated cold and hot fits regularly ſuc- 
ceeding each other, with one or more 
well days between them; in which in- 
terval the fick paſſes a high - coloured 
urine, that depoſits a red ſediment. 
Ir, perhaps, partakes more of a ner- 
vous affection than other fevers may do, 
and is known to be endemic in ſome 
flat marſhy ſituations, but is moſt fre- 
quent in the ſpring and fall of the year; 
in the former of which it is generally 
eaſily cured, and is even ſometimes ſa- 


lutary. Autumnal agues, on the other 
hand, 


yy 


* 
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hand, 3 in "6: countty, 18 


amongſt very poor people who feed 
coarſely, will frequently continue a long 


time, and return again the next autumn; 


whereby the conſtitution becomes conſi- 
derably impaired. In ſuch inſtances 


the legs are apt to ſwell, and more ef- 


pecially the belly, which becomes hard, 


particularly on the left fide; and fs 
been termed: the ague-cate. This tume- 
faction, however, inſtead of being a bad 
ſign, as might be ſuſpected à priori, is a 
very favourable one, and indicates the 
recovery of the patient. This circum- 


ſtance is noticed by SYDENHAM, and 
like other obſervations of that attentive 
practitioner, is a very juſt one, and was, 
doubtleſs, the reſult of his experience. 
The hardneſs is probably owing to an 


infarction of the ſpleen, and uſually ſub- 


ſides in the courſe of a few months, 


eſpecially vo the uſe of moderate ex- 
1 erciſe, 
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erciſe, and 2 generous diet. It may be 
prudent, however, to adminiſter ſmall 
doſes of calomel, and afterwards light 
bitters, adding likewiſe chalybeates, if 
the habit of the patient ſeems to require 
them, and there are no ſymptoms of 
morbid affection of the viſcera. 
Ir were needleſs to enter more largely 
into the ſubject, and it is equally foreign 
from the preſent intention, to be more 
particular in regard to the cure of this 
oftentimes very troubleſome complaint, 
as it would lead me farther than would 
be compatible with the deſign of this 
work.. Some notice of it, however, is 


taken becauſe, though no more peculiar 


to children than the laſt mentioned diſ- 
caſes, yet it may be ſaid, that there are 
comparatively very few children who 
have. not ſuffered by it during the years 
as pared. at ſchool, 
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AGVUE: 


TE ague, indeed, attacks every age, 


ſo that infants even under a year old 
are very liable to it, whenever it rages 
among adults. It is with a peculiar 
view to patients of the former claſs that 


the following directions are given, the 
bark being uſually a ſpecific. for older 


children and grown people; to whom, 
however, it is generally proper. firſt to 
adminiſter a vomit, and one or more 
doſes of phyſic. 

In a ſtate of infancy, the ague is often 
owing to, or connected with a foul ſtate 
of the bowels and obſtruction of the 
gall-ducts, and is frequently accompa- 
nied with worms, or ſuch a ſtate of the 
alimentary canal as affords a proper 
nidus for them. | 

TE fertian, or more common ague, 
at this age generally yields to purges of 
the bafilic powder, or calomel and rhu- 
barb, given on the days between the 
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$55 Accu 
fits, and ſmall doſes of Dr; JAkiks's 
powder on the return of the fever. 
Should this fail, a vomit ſhould be ad- 
miniſtered an hour or two before the 
next cold fit is expected, if the powder 
ſhould not already have had that effect. 
In older children, the common ſaline 
draught, taken once in ſix or eight 
hours, will frequently ſucceed, as will 
warm bitters, and medicines that pro- 
mote and keep up perſpiration.—A linen 
waiſtcoat with fine powderof bark quilted _ 
within ir, may be worn by Infants next 
their ſkin. 
AMoNGsT popular remedies, - is a 
| tea-ſpoonful of white reſin in fine pow- 
der, mixed with the like quantity of 
pounded loaf-ſugar, taken a little before 
the cold- fit, and repeated afterwards 5 


* It is poped, that a deſire of enabling 3 
to aſſiſt their country poor, will be admitted as an 
apology for this and other ſimilar paſſages met 
with in this work, 


nigh t 


Ask. „ 
night and morning. Poor pt᷑ople, or 
ſuch as live in the country at a diſtance 
from medical help, may make trial of 
it with ſafety, and with as good proſ- 
pect of ſucceſs as any other remedy 1 
know of, having found it ſucceſsful 
even where large doſes. of the bark have 
failed. Such kind of remedies for this 
diſeaſe are numberleſs ; I ſhall, however, 
mention another, which, though as anile 
as. any, ſeems to have been very often 
ſucceſsful; and is nothing more than 
the ſpider's web, rolled looſely up to the 
ſize of a child's marble, and waſhed 
down with a little warm wine and water; 
or camomile tea, before the cold fit is 
expected : : the child ſhould then be put 
into a warm bed, and perſpiration be 
encourage. | ; 

Crude ſalt ammoniac, in the doſe of 
ten or twelve grains, for children of five 
or "fix years of age, has ſometimes cured 

| this 
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this troubleſome complaint; but max 
not be proper for delicate conſtitutions. 
Myrrhe is a better remedy for ſuch, gi- 
ven from four to eight grains, before, 
or during the cold-fit, and as much 
cream of tartar, every two or three hours, 
during the fever. Pepper, and like- 
wiſe alum, are frequently given with ſucs 
ceſs at this age, the former from five to 
ten grains; the latter from three to five; 
joined with the like quantity of nutmeg, 
three or four times a day in the abſence 
of the fever. Another good remedy is 
flowers of brimſtone, given in the quan- 
tity of a table ſpoonful in a glaſs of 
brandy, before or during the cold - fit; 
this is a proper doſe for adults, but 1 
have never adminiſtered this medicine 5 
to children. I ſhall cloſe this liſt of re- 

medies with the following from Dr. 
KIEE PATRICK, which is a very good 
one for patients no otherwiſe averſe from 
| | the 


{ A6vs. \ _ 
al bark, than that the ſtomach will not 
bear it in large doſes. - 

TAKE of freſh ſaſſafras bark, of Vir- 
ginia ſnake-root, of roch-allum, of nut- 
meg, of calcined” antimony, and falt 
of wormwood, of each one dram: to 
theſe, well rubbed together into a fine 
powder, add the weight of the whole of 

the beſt Peruvian bark, then add three 
or four drops of the chemical oil of 


mint; and with ſyrup of ſaffron make 


all into the conſiſtence of an electuary. 
This is to be divided into twenty four 


doſes, one of which may be taken by 


children of eight or ten years of age, 


every four or ſix hours, while the Pa- 


tient is awake. — To make this or any 
other preparation of the bark ſit better 
on the ſtomach, the patient ſhould firſt 
eat a bit of bread, or other light food, 
that the bark 1 not be received into 
an empty Romane 
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Taz Hooping-cough.. is a diſeaſe 
unknown, probably, to the old writers; 
the Greek and Arabian phyſicians make 
no mention of it, and indeed it has not. 
been well underſtood in any part of 
Europe, till of very late years. Even, 
WirIIs ſuppoſed its ſeat to be in the 
breaſt, but Harvey makes it a diſeaſe 
of the ſtomach, and AsTRuc an inflam- 
mation of the larinr and pharinx, pro- 
duced by an original affection of the 
former, from indigeſtion. He ſeems to 
| have been one of the firſt that diſcarded, 
the uſe of oily and pectoral medicines,, 
(which indeed ſome practitioners have 
fince been weak enough to revive) ;, 
though he naviieg Wera too ene 


minately.“ 
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T 1s diſorder furniſhes another proof 
of the obſervation made on the impro- 
priety of ſubmitting the complaints of 
children to improper hands —the care 
of. old women, and frequent change of 
air, being all that this diſorder is 
thought to require: but perhaps the 
maxim was never worſe applied. There 
is, indeed, a milder ſort of hooping- 
cough, as there is of every diſeaſe, that 
calls for very little medicinal aſſiſtance; 
and it is always in ſuch caſes, that ma- 
trons and nurſes acquire their credit, 
But there is no complaint of children 
with which I am at all acquainted, in 
which medicine is at, times more evi- 
dently ſerviceable, than a bad hooping- 
cough, . ot”. 
Tx1s diſeaſe is certainly highly in- 
fectious, and one of thoſe that never ap- 
pears a ſecond time. It often begins as 
a common covgh, and is attended with 
1 the 
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the ufual ſymptoms of having taken 
cold, but in its progreſs ſoon becomes 

more ſevere : the longer it may be be- 
fore it plainly diſcovers itſelf, by the 
hoop, the more favourable it is likely to 
be. The fits of coughing are attended 
with a peculiar noiſe, not ill-expreſſed 
by the term hoop, and 1s ſufficiently 
known to every parent who has ever 
had a child ſeverely attacked by it, and 
to whoſe feelings, it proves one of the 
moſt diſtreſſing complaints their chil- 
dren are liable to. A flux of rheum 
frequently comes from the mouth, noſe, 
and eyes, and the food is thrown up, to- 
gether with a viſcid phlegm, (often in 
great quantities) in the coughing fits; 
between which the child generally ap- 
| pears to be perfectly well, and eats its 
food very heartily, Theſe are the more 
common ſymptoms, but when the diſ- 
eaſe is violent, and has continued for 
| ſome 
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Hoopinc-Coven, 291 
ſome time, they become greatly aggra 
vated, eſpecially in the night, and the 
child will ſeem almoſt ſtrangled in each 
fit, the face and neck becoming perfect- 
ly livid, till by a violent effort, attended 
with a hoop, it recovers its breath; the 
blood will likewiſe ſometimes ruſh from 
the noſe and mouth. When taken in 
time, and properly treated, it is, however, 
rarely fatal, and ſcarcely ever but to 
young infants. 

Dr. ArxMSTRONG has ſtrongly recom- 
mended wine of antimony as the proper, 


and only remedy * for this, as well as for 


almoſt every other complaint of infants, 
which, however appoſite, in this caſe, 


the remedy may be, in a general way, 


is ſaying no- more than that emetics and 
gentle laxatives are uſeful, which all mo- 


In his ſecond edition, many other means are 
recommended, 3 
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292  Hoopinc-Coven. 
dern practitioners are agreed in; and in 
which view, DR. James had long before 
recommended his powder. But the fact 
is, that many other means are equally 
uſeful, and not unfrequently indiſpenſa- 
bly neceſſary, unleſs we ſhould ſuffer the 
patient to be ſtrangled in a fit of cough- 
ing, or fall into a decline, from the in- 
jury which the lungs muſt endure by a 
frequent repetition of ſuch violence. 
This muſt be exceedingly apparent 
from the above hiſtory of the diſeaſe, the 
various ſymptoms of which, certainly 
demand a conſiderable diverfity in the 
treatment. The möre important ones 
are, the ſtate of inflammation, ſome- 
times inducing peripneumony; the quan- 
tity and viſcidity of the phlegm; and the 
ſpaſmodic affection, and danger of ſuf- 

focation; together with the exhauſted 
Nate into which the patient may be re- 
duced by the long continuance of the 
diſeaſe. 
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| diſeaſe, If the breathing therefore be 
difficult, a bliſter is indicated, which, if 
the child is not very young, may be kept 
open for two or three weeks. If the 
face ſhould be very livid, and ſwollen, 
during the fits of coughing, if any veſſel 
give way, or the patient be plethoric, 
and more than two or three years old, 

or ſhould be hot between the paroxyſms, 


a little blood ought to be taken away, 


(which is ſometimes inexpreſſibly uſeful) 
and a ſaline draught be adminiſtered, 
every ſix or eight hours, till the fever 
ſhall diſappear. Otherwiſe, if none of 
theſe ſymptoms attend, bleeding does not 
ſeem, in general, to be indicated, but 
may rather have a tendency to protract 
the diſeaſe, by increaſing the ſpaſmodic 


diſpoſition, and by weakening the pa- 


tient. 


I there be an inclination to vomit, 


it ought to be encouraged, ynleſs the 
"> phlegm 
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phlegm be brought up with great eaſe 
in almoſt every fit of coughing, in which 
caſe, nature ſeems able to accompliſh the 
buſineſs herſelf, and it will then often- 
times be ſufficient to keep the body open 
by the mildeſt laxative medicines. But 
it very rarely happens, unleſs in infants 
at the breaſt, that ſome kind of emetic 
is not neceſſary in the firſt ſtage of the 
complaint. The diſeaſe, indeed, very 
frequently requires no other medicine; 
for ſuch uſually keep the body open at 
the ſame time, which it ought always to 
be, but not to ſuch a degree as to wea- 
ken the patient. For this purpoſe, per- 
haps, wine of antimony may be as pro- 
per as any thing when it anſwers the end, 
but it is leſs certain than tartariſated an- 
timony, and is not always, I think, of 
the ſame ſtrength. The latter is alſo 
rather more taſteleſs, and will therefore 
have an advantage over every other me- 

: dicine, 
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dicine, when we are preſcribing for chil- 
dren. Two grains of this in two ounces 


of water, with the addition of a little ſu- 
gar, is a medicine to which children will 
never make any objection. From one 
to two tea- ſpoonsful, given to a child of 
a year old, (varying the doſe according 


to the age) will in general act ſufficient- 


ly ; and may be given upon an empty 
ſtomach, every day, or every other morn- 
ing, according to the ſtrength of the 
child, and violence of the diſeaſe. If 
the cough ſhould happen to be more 
violent at any particular time, the eme- 
tic ſhould be given a little before the 


paroxyſm is expected. Or perhaps a 


ſtill better method, at leaſt in ſome caſes, 
and particularly in very young children, 


is, to give the tartariſated antimony in 
ſmaller doſes, together with a few grains 


of magneſia, or prepared oyſter- ſnell 
powder, (according to the tate of the 
N bowels) 
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bowels) three or four times a day, fo as 

to keep the ſtomach in ſuch an irritable. 
ſtate, as ſhall ſecure a gentle puking 
every time the fits of coughing come on. 
But in whatever way this medicine be 
directed, it will prove of no ſervice if it 
does not vomit, and muſt therefore be 
given in a doſe ſuitable to the ſtrength 


of the ſtomach, which is exceedin ly va- 
rious, not only at different ages, but in 


children of the ſame age, and of the 
ſame apparent habit of body. If the 
tartariſated antimony has any advantage 
of the wine, it has much more over eve- 

ry other emetic I have made uſe of, the 


Ipecacuanha, and oxymel of ſquills, be- 


ing exceedingly unpleaſant, and the lat- 

ter likewiſe uncertain, 58 
SUCH a plan is all that will be pecelh 

fary in the common hooping-cough ; but 


it has been ſaid, there are many caſes 


which will require other means, and de- 
mand 
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ST” all the ſkill of the experienced 


phyſician. The cough, for inſtance, 
will ſometimes increaſe not only for days, 
but for weeks together, and the ſtrangu- 
lation be exceedingly alarming. In this 
caſe, the milk of gum ammoniacum, 
but eſpecially aſa fœtida, frequently 
proves a ſovereign remedy, and though 
exceedingly nauſeous, many children 
will take it tolerably well for the ſhort 
time it appears to be abſolutely required; 
and when they will not, it may be ad- 
miniſtered by way of clyſter, diſſolved 
in two or three ſpoonsful of penny- royal, 
or common water. Theſe medicines, 
however, will be improper in the very 
advanced ſtage of the diſeaſe, when at- 
tended with hectic heat, hemorrhage, or 
other pthyfical ſymptoms; a caution 
equally neceſſary in regard to the bark, 
which. in the abſence of theſe ſymptoms, 


and after the ſtomach and bowels have 


been 
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been well cleanſed, is frequently very uſe- 
fu! at the latter ſtage of the diſeaſe, when 
the patient has been exhauſted by its 
long continuance. Upon the ſame plan 
with the aſa fœtida, camphor and caſtor 
are frequently beneficial, and have the 
advantage of being leſs nauſeous, but T 
think are proportionably leſs powerful. 
I take no notice of tincture of cantha- 
rides, though ſtrongly eue by 
ſome writers, becauſe I have had no ex- 
perience of it myſelf, and indeed have 
never found any neceſſity for trying it. 
Ir will ſometimes be of no ſmall ſer- 
vice, to rub the hands, and the ſoles of 
the feet, with the compound ſpirit of 
ammonia, ſeveral times in the day; or the 
ſpine of the back, and the pit of the ſto- 
mach, with oil of mace, (ſo called) or 
oil of amber; but as the ſmell of the 
latter is very unpleaſant, it may be diſ- 
1 with, where the ſpaſms are not 
Exceed» 


exceedingly urgent. But when they are 
ſo, this oil is ſometimes very uſeful, par- 
ticularly when adminiſtered internally, 
and children of three or four years old 
will often take a few drops of it very 
well, mixed in a ſpoon with a little brown 
ſugar; from which T have ſeen as evi- 
dent advantages, as from any medicine 
whatever. In a little child of my own, 
it immediately gave a turn to the com- 
plaint in the moſt violent hooping-cough 
I ever met with, and after almoſt every 
other medicine had been tried to no pur- 
poſe ; ſo that from the hour ſhe took it, 
the complaint was no longer alarming, 
nor tedious of cure. But frequently, 
no anti-ſpaſmodic is equal to opium, in 
this, as well as in other diſeaſes. With 
this view, two or three drops of lauda- 
num, and, to younger children a ſmall 
tea - ſpoonful of ſyrup of white poppies, 
or to grown people from five to ten 
grains 
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grains of the pilula è ſtyrace, taken at 
bed - time, will not only quiet the cough, 
and remove the ſtrangulation during its 


operation, and procure the patient ſome 
reſt, by which the ſtrength will be re- 


cruited, but in many caſes, ſeems to have 


a kindly operation on the diſeaſe itſelf. 


It is in this way, I doubt not, that the 
cicuta once ſeemed to gain ſome reputa- 
tion, but I believe, it is no otherwiſe a a 
remedy for it than as an anodyne, 
From a miſtake, however, in this reſpec, 


the ſtrong manner in which this medi- 
cine has been recommended by Dr. 


BuTTER, has certainly done harm; as I 
have known many people depend ſolely 
upon it in very bad caſes, to the ex- 
clufion of other remedies evidently in- 
dicated, which would, at leaſt, have 
ſhortened the diſeaſe. 

Ir obſtructions in the lungs be ſuſ- 


pected, bliſters ſhould be applied, and 


recourſe | 


recourſe had to gently deobſtruent me- 
dicines; but at this period, the cure is 
chiefly to be accompliſhed by a vegeta- | 
ble and milk diet, (eſpecially aſſes in! 
pure air, and gentle exerciſe. 

TRE cough after baving anppemed 
for a week or more, is ſometimes found 
to return with great violence, eſpecially 
upon taking cold; but a gentle purge or 
two, a vomit, and abſtainipg from hea- 
vy food, generally remove it in a very 
ſhort time. If theſe cautions ſhould be 
neglected, the cough will often er 
extremely tedious. 
Tux only thing that remains to be 
ſpoken of, is the proper diet, which for 
children even of five or ſix years of age, 
ought to be little more than milk and 
broths. Theſe are eaſily digeſted, and 
will afford them much more good nou- 
riſhment than any kind of meats, and 
will fit much lighter on the ſtomach than 
PR 
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puddings, or paſtry, the latter of which 
is exceedingly injurious. The objec- 


tion made by old nurſes againſt milk, 
that it breeds phlegm, is utterly founded 
in a groſs miſtake that cannot be too fre- 
quently controverted. It has, indeed, 


been ſometimes mentioned by a certain 


claſs of medical people, but the objec- 
tion 1s ſo truly unphiloſophical, and un- 


like the objections of thinking men, 


that it ſcarcely deſerves a reply. Should 
the milk, however, be found to curdle 
remarkably ſoon on the ſtomach, a lit- 
tle common ſalt, Cafiile ſoap, or teſta- 


ceous powder, may be added to it occa- 


ſionally; or where it can be afforded, 


aſſes milk may be ſubſtituted for cow's. - 


Theſe light nouriſhments ſoon paſs out 


of the ſtomach, or if brought up by 


coughing fifty times in the day, (as I 
have known them to be) a child of four, 
or five years old, will immediately take 

more 


Or wy 


% & 
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more of them with avidity, and will be 


better ſupplied in this way, I mean by 
taking a tea -· cupful at a time, than by 


making ſet meals, or taking a large 
quantity at once. If the child ſhould 
be thirſty, a little apple-water, toaſt and 
water, and other thin drinks, will be 
pleaſant and uſeful. Patients treated in 
this way, will get through the com- 
plaint, if not ſevere, in a very ſhort 
time; and where it proves violent, a 


child will ſtruggle through this long diſ- 
eaſe without any conſiderable loſs of 


ſtrength, or will be very ſoon recruited 


by a decoction, or cold infuſion of the 


bark, together with gentle exerciſe, and 
a little country air, the beſt reſtoratives 


after every kind of diſeaſe. Such at 


leaſt has been my own experience in 
this tireſome complaint, by which J 


know parents are uſually as much 


alarmed as by any incident to childhood. 
| But 
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204 Sraxmonrc-Coven. | 
But unleſs it has been long neglected, | 
or taken place in the month, I have 
never experienced it to be fatal, and 
then only in one inſtance, though I have 
known eight or nine children. in a fa- 
mily labouring under it at a time; and 
I wiſh to mention this as an occafion 

of conſolation to thoſe who may have ; 
been led to n more n l of it. 


SPASMODIC-CoOUGH. 


VER much a kin to the former 
complaint, is a troubleſome cough, pro- 
perly enough denominated ſpaſmodic, or 
convulſive. In a certain ſtate of the air 
it is ſometimes epidemic, and young 
children, and-even infants in the month, 
are then attacked by it, as well as adults. 
The irritation ſeems to be about the 
larinx, (or ſuperior parts of the throat) 
or only a ny little lower down, and is 

very 


r 
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very diſtreſſing, at the time of coughing; 


but the patient, though an infant, ſeems 
immediately afterwards to be quiet and 
comfortable. This cough is not uſually 
attended with fever, nor other ordinary 


ſymptoms of a common cold, nor is it 
to be relieved by the like means; the 
cough remaining dry and hoarſe ynder 
the uſe of pectoral remedies. 2 
Children of four or five years old 
may be cured by the cicuta, and gentle 
laxative remedies ; but the former being 
leſs adapted to infants in the month, 
ſuch may take a few drops of the ſyrup 
of white poppies, three or four times 
a day, and their bowels be carefully 
kept open ; which means ſeldom fail of 
removing the complaint in three or four 
days. Should the ſyrup conſtipate the 
bowels, or otherwiſe diſagree, BATEs's 
Sp. Sal, ammon. ſuceinat. may be tried 
* 1 in 
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in its ſtead; which is a good medicine 
in other dry convulſive coughs, Where 
there is no fever. 


„ FTE CRovr. 


Tre Croup, or acute aſthma, is a 
complaint ſomewhat ſimilar to the two 
former, to which, perhaps, children only 
are liable, called therefore afthma'infan- 
tum ſpaſmodicum ; alſo ſuffocatio ſtridula. * 
It rarely attacks thoſe who have arrived 
to the age of ten or twelve years, and 
chiefly ſeizes infants newly weaned ; at 
which period it is the moſt ſevere. Dr. 
MiLLa is, perhaps, the firſt perſon in 
this country who has written particularly 
on this complaint; but it has been 
mentioned by ſome German writers, 
and well deſcribed by them long before 
Ut was noticed in Britain. 
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REMOTE cauſes of this diſeaſe may 
poſſibly be the lax fibre of children, the 


abundance of moiſt humors natural to 
them, and the vaſt ſecretion from the 
bronchial, or air veſſels; and perhaps 
the change of food from milk, which is 


eaſily aſſimulated, to one requiring more 


digeſtion, 
TRE e or mean of pre- 
vention, is the ſame as in moſt other 


diſeaſes peculiar to children. If this 
complaint ariſe from the laxity of their 


ſolids, the quality of their food, and the 
natural weakneſs of their organs of di- 


geſtion, the general means of preven- 


tion, as well as of cure, will be readily 
indicated, Their food ſhould, be ſuch 
as may be eaſily digeſted, and may 


prove nouriſhing. A due proportion of 
milk and broth, * taken ſeparately, 


* Adiet of milk only, even in adults, when 
long perſiſted in, though otherwiſe proper, will 
create flatulencies. Barzy, On Digeſtion, | 
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whilſt children are very young, or light 
mears when they become older; good 
air and exerciſe, and a careful attention 
to the ſtate of their bowels. 9 

TRE proximate Cauſe of this com- 
plaint is a morbid ſecretion of a viſcid 
mucus in the zrachea, adhering ſo firmly 
to its fides as to impede reſpiration. 
The quantity and viſcidity increaſing, 
gradually leſſens the diameter of the 
wind- pipe, and if it effect this to a con- 
ſiderable degree, the diſeaſe muſt neceſ⸗ 
ſarily prove fatal. * 

Tux Symptoms of this complaint are 
ſpaſmodic, being ſuch as would be pro- 
duced by any other matter conſtantly 
irritating the trachea, and diminiſhing 
its diameter. They will therefore very 
much reſemble thoſe of the nervous 
aſthma, but the complaint differs ma- 
terially from the common ſpaſmodie 


aſthma of adults, in the peculiar croaking | 
noiſe 


1 
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noiſe made in reſpiration, (from whence 
it has its name) and in the violence 
of the paroxyſms; which, however, leave 
no apparent indiſpoſition, ſave a certain 
dulneſs, and a ſenſe of fear, i in children 
capable of expreſſing it. The fits fre- 
quently terminate by ſneezing, cough- 
ing, or vomiting, and return without 
any regularity, It is attended with a 
quick pulſe, laborious breathing, a 
ſharp, and ſhrill voice, and a fluſhed 
countenance, which grows livid during 
the paroxyſms, or fits. 

TRE diſorder is probably inflammg- 
tory in the beginning ; and though this 
period ſeems to be very ſhort, yet ſhould 
the phyſician be conſulted as ſoon as the 
diſorder might be aſcertained, both 
emetics and bleeding might be uſeful ; 
but after the croup, as well as difficult 
reſpiration have thoroughly taken place, 
i 8 * 
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it would be improper to have recourſe 
to any debilitating means. 

I T does not always ſeem to be an ori- 
ginal diſeaſe ; being ſometimes a conſe- 
quence of bad fevers, and of ſome chro- 
nical diſorders that have reduced the pa- 
tient's ſtrength. It frequently appears 
to ariſe from the ſame cauſes as the ma- 
lignant ſore throat, only having its ſeat 

lower down, and is therefore more dan- 
gerous. And it has, in ſeveral inſtances, 
accompanied the malignant ſore-throat, 
as may be known in the early ſtages of 
that complaint, by the croaking noiſe pe- 
culiar to the croup; and, I believe, is in 
ſuch inſtances generally fatal. 

Ir is divided into two principal ſtages; 
in the latter of which no method of treat- 
ment has appeared to be effectual, but 


medicine is never more efficacious than 


in the firſt, if the diſorder be not com- 
| bined with ſome other, and it be taken 
in 
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in time, though the crouping may be 
very conſiderable. This I ſaw remark- 
ably exemplified in a little boy of my 
own, who was nearly cured in two days. 


TE ſovereign remedy ſeems to be 


aſa fœtida, which ought to be adminiſ- 
tered both by the mouth and in clyſters, 
according to the exigency of the com- 
plaint; and in the firſt inſtance, before 
any marked inflammation has taken 
place, may be given very freely. An- 
tecedently to this, however, it may often 


be prudent to apply a leech or two to the 
throat, eſpecially if there be any percep- 


tible fulneſs of that part, and a bliſter to 
the nape of the neck. At the cloſe of 
the complaint, and to prevent a relapſe, 
the bark proves highly ſerviceable, and 
will alfo reſtore the ſtrength of the pa- 


tient; returning, however, to the aſa 


fœtida, if there ſhould be any threatning 


ren of the aſthmatic affection, 
U 1 Which 
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312 Tur Cnovr. | | 
which is not uncommon. . Should 4 pa- 
tient ſuffer two or more relapſes, to which 


a moiſt air will peculiarly expoſe him, 
ſome diſcharge, by a bliſter, or iſſue, 


ought to be procured, . and continued at 


leaſt for ſome months. 1 is 
THE French writers depend mock ups 
onemetics, andafterwards lenient purges; 


and to prevent a return, adviſe aperitives, 
ſtomachics and tonics, particularly pre- 
Parations of ſteel, and natural chalybeate 


waters. 
I HAVE examined he a fo 


death in only one patient, in which I 


found the preciſe appearances deſcribed 
by Dr. MitLar; the wind-pipe being 
lined by a tough viſcid coat, ſo as me- 


chanically to cloſe up the paſſage. 


Rick Es. 


„„ 
RIcEkE TSV. 


Tu IS is a late diſorder in Europe: 
Asrxve obſerves that England is ſaid to 
be the part in which it firſt made its ap- 
pearance, and that it was then deſcribed 
by GL1sson and Mavyow ; but he thinks 
it probable, that it appeared at the ſame 
ſeaſon over all Europe, through the cold- 
neſs of the weather. It was named Ra- 
chitis, from the Greek, implying that the 
ſpina dorfi is particularly affected by it *; 

* From this circumſtance, it has been ſuppoſed 
to have been known inthe time Hippoerates; but his 
remark (Apbor. F 3. 26.) is certainly too conciſe 
to eſtabliſh the ſentiment ; as it is fimply obſerved, 
that among other complaints, infants after the 


period of dentition, are liable to ragsyuw, morltas 
'ToU XAT To wie ei Doug, In Monſ. Le Febure 
de Villebrune's Greek edition of the Aphoriſms, 
there are, however, ſome obſervations tending to 
evince, that this diſeaſe is of an older date, by 
ſome centuries, than it has been generally ima- 
gined. 


5 though 
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though 1 it rarely attacks the ſpine til the 
diſorder is far advanced. 
It was firſt noticed in the weſtern parts 
of England, x about the year 1628, and is 
ſaid to have taken place upon the increaſe 
of manufactures, when people left the 
villages and huſbandry, to ſettle in large 
manufacturing towns; where they want- 
ed that exerciſe, and pure air, which 
they had enjoyed in their former ſitua- 
tion, and employments. | 
Ir may therefore frequently ariſe from 
unhealthy parents, eſpecially from mo- 
thers who paſs too ſedentary a life in a 
bad air, and feed upon a weak and watery 
diet: from children's food being weak, 
watery, or too viſcid to be properly di- 
geſted; but above all, perhaps, from 
bad nurſing, and the child's being left 
vet, r, or expoſed to a cold moiſt 


* See GL1880N, 8 ParMEROSE, 
air, 
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air, à without ſufficient covering; from 
want of proper exerciſe, and from cloſe 
and crouded apartments. Or laſtly, 
from the habit of body being reduced 
by the long continuance of almoſt any 
of the complaints hitherto conſidered. 
Taz uſual ſymptoms of rickets are 
ſoft fleſh ; bloated, or very florid coun- 
tenance ; weakneſs; diſlike to motion; 
with enlargement of the belly, head, 
and joints. The wriſts and ankles en- 
large firſt, afterwards the back, and 
breaſt-bones; and indeed all the bones 
ſwell and become ſoft, eſpecially the 
more ſpongy ones. The pulſe is quick, 
and feeble, and the appetite and digeſ- 
tion uſually bad. Teething is common- 
ly late, though not frequently difficult, 
but the teeth often rot early, and fall 


* It is remarkable, that this complaint is 
ſcarcely known in very hot climates, 


_ out, 


Great acuteneſs of mind has been 
e in this, and ſome other chro- 
nical complaints. It ſeldom attacks 
children before they are fix months old, 
or above two years. N 
As it appears to ariſe from a 3 
weakneſs and relaxation, the indications 
of Cure are to brace and ſtrengthen the 
ſolids, and to promote digeſtion, and 
the formation of good chyle. Theſe 
ends will be promoted by wholeſome 
food, ſuited to the age; good bread, or 
biſcuit; dry food; and roaſted meats, 
rather than boiled; with a little red 
Port wine. Should the child be too 
young to eat fleſh meats, its diet ought 
to be chiefly of rice, millet, pearl-bar- 
ley, ſalep, and ſemolina, with ſpices, if 
it be not inclined to be feveriſn. It 
muſt alſo have good nurſing, and eſpe- 
_ cially exerciſe and air, without being 
kept too hot or too cold: without a 

=. 
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very ftri& attention to theſe, medicine 
can be of but little ſervice. If the child 
is of a groſs habit, the eighth part, or a 


quarter, of a grain, of ipecacuanha pow- 


der, taken once or twice a day; gentle 
pukes, and very briſk purges, eſpecially 
of the powder of ſcammony with calo- 
mel prove of uſe. In ſuch habits, all 
foundation of a cure muſt be laid in re- 
ducing the belly to its proper ſize, and 
in ſtrengthning the ſtomach. If rather 
delicate, the cold-bath is often of more 
ſervice than any thing elſe : but this 
ſhould not be entered upon in winter, 
nor without previous purging, Fric- 
tions afterwards with flannel and aroma- 
tic powders, or the fumes of frankin- 


cenſe, maſtic or amber, eſpecially on 
the back and belly, will farther tend to 
ſtrengthen the habit. Beſides theſe, may 
be given the cold infuſion of bark, and 


other bitters, or ſmall doſes of the mar- 


tial 
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318 ScroFuLA, or 
tial flowers, or the vinum ferri; but a 
good diet, air, and exerciſe, eſpecially 
riding on horſe-back, are of the utmoſt 
conſequence, and if duly perſevered in, 
will often effe&t wonders. This is one 
of thoſe chronical or lingering. com- 
plaints which ſeem to be gotten the bet- 
ter of by time, and like the following 
one, wears itſelf out, as it were, (if the 
vital parts do not happen to be affected) 
and to which the above mentioned means 
will greatly contribute — Spe Pertinacia 
Juvantis, Malum Corporis vincit. CELsus. 


SCROFULA, or KING's-E VII. 


Tarts is primarily a glandular diſ- 
eaſe, though in its progreſs it attacks 
the adipoſe membrane, the eyes, the 
muſcles, tendons, and even the bones 
themſelves, eſpecially the joints. It 
ſeldom makes its appearance before two 

| | years 
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years of age, nor later than ten or 
twelve, (except it be in regard to affec- 
tions of the eyes) though there are a 
few exceptions in regard to the latter pe- 
riod; and it then often proves fatal, by 
falling on the lungs, or other noble part. 
It is frequently obſerved to follow other 
diſorders, particularly the ſmall-pox, 
whether taken naturally or from inocu- 
lation, but more eſpecially the former; 
alſo the hooping-cough, meaſles, teeth- 
ing, rickets; and many other diſorders 
already mentioned. Hence, the nature 
of this diſeaſe is better underſtood, as it 
ſo often falls upon weak and tender ha- 
bits, either originally of a lax fibre, or 
worn out by previous diſeaſes; or is 
gradually brought on by a heavy, in- 
digeſtible, and bad diet, or a low, wet, 
and unhealthy ſituation. It is, however, 
ſometimes found to be hereditary, but 


will very frequently lie dormant to two 
or 
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# 


or three generations, and 3 ap- 
pear with redoubled violence. It is of- 
ten attended, or rather preceded, with 2 
peculiar look about the eyes, which are 
generally large, and a thickneſs of the 
upper lip; and ſometimes proves a 


ſource of ill-health through life, but is 


not uſually fatal in the firſt inſtance. 
Long before the external glands become 


affected, eſpecially in young ſubjects, 
the belly is obſerved to be hard and en- 
larged, and after death, the meſenteric 


glands, and even the pancreas have been | 


found diſeaſed. | 

THovucH this is a very unpleaſant 
complaint, and one that does not often 
admit of much relief, yet it frequently 
diſappears at the time of puberty (and 
ſometimes ſooner) eſpecially in females; 
but whether this be owing to the in- 
creaſed ſtrength of the ſolids, or to other 
changes in the habit, naturally happen- 


ing 
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ing at that period, is not an inquiry 
proper for this place 
ALTHOUGH I thought it neceſſary to 
mention this diſeaſe amongſt others to 
which the ſtate of childhood is liable, I 
am ſenfible how difficult it would be to 
point out any thing like an adequate 
remedy. At its firſt appearance, how- 
ever, bitter, or mercurial purges, are 
ſometimes of uſe, as are alſo antimonial 
vomits, and ſometimes ſaponaceous me- 
dicines, But when the diſeaſe is con- 
_ firmed, lime-water, and decoctions of 
the woods, together with crude antimo- 
ny, bark, and ſteel, with wine, and a 
generous diet, are, I believe, moſt to be 
depended upon as internal remedies z 
from ſome of which, I have ſeen no in- 
confiderable cures effected. But in 
this, as in other chronical complaints, 
good air and exerciſe are of the greateſt 
importance. Indeed, the advantage of 
* exerciſes. 


- 
_- 
o 
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exerciſe in this diſeaſe is ſo great, that 
I wiſh to lay a very great ſtreſs on it. 
But then it muſt be daily had recourſe 
to, and, by degrees, be ſo conſiderable, 
as to render the patient every night ſen- 
fibly fatigued. Thus, I have known. 
riding behind a carriage, (as I have no- 
| ticed in another work), almoſt without 
the aid of any medicine, e remove 
the complaint. 
WHEN there are xml tumors, I 
am ſatisfied that the opinion 1 have al- 
ready given to the public, in a larger 
tract on this complaint, is both rational 
and ſafe; and that whenever they are at 
all diſpoſed to come forward, they 11 
ought to be brought to as ſpeedy a ſup- h 
puration as is poſſible, and be treated 
as I have there recommended. The, b 
ſcrofulous virus when thrown. on the p 
n 
u- 


ſurface, ſo far reſembles the cancerous, 
according to the deſcription of the. in-, 
4d | genious 
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genious Mr. Hunran, that it is jnclingd 
to ſpread to a conſiderable extent; but 
as tumors of the former claſs will bear 


rougher treatment than the latter, I am 
eonfident that much benefit may ariſe 
from the uſe of external ſtimulants, by 


ſtopping the progreſs of the diſorder in 
the neighbouring parts, as well as by 
invigorating them, and thereby diſpoſing 
the ulcers to heal, Alſo light frictions 
with mercury, ſo as to make it paſs 
freely through the lymphatics of the 
diſtempered parts, without affecting the 
ſyſtem, have in a courſe of time been 
beneficial,” and. deſerve to be brought 
into more general practice than they 
have hitherto been, 
_ I Have lately had farther lis to 
be confirmed in the above opinion reſ- 
peCting ſtimuli, ſrom obſervations com- 
municated to me by Mr. PARTINGTONy 
who fince the hints I threw out in the 
X 2 afore- 
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afore-· mentioned work, has made uſe of | 
electricity with very good effects, in theſe, 
as well as other cold tumors and ulcers I 
had mentioned; which have all healed 
very kindly, in conſequence of this ſti- 
mulus to the parts. When ſerofulous ul- 
cers have been healed, and only ſome 
ſmall tumors remain, I have experienced 
very good effects from the external uſe of 
as ſtrong a ſolution of camphor in oil of 
almonds as can be made, which has diſ- 
perſed them very ſoon ; and I have found 
it the beſt remedy, and a very ſucceſsful 
one, in the cure of the incipient. bron- 
chocele, though enlarged to the ſize of 
a turkey's egg ; and requires only to be 
very well rubbed into the parts, three 
times a day. The patient ſhould at the 
| ſame time take a dram or two of the 
tartariſated natron every morning, —T ſhall 
only add, on the head of ſcrofula, what 
is very well known, that ſea-bathing, - 
alone, - 
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alone, ſometimes effects a perfect cure. 
Should the child therefore have ſeveral 
ſcrofulous tumors, or the habit be con- 
ceived to be much affected, trial ſnould 
be made of the ſea, in whatever manner 
it may be determined the tumors ſhall 


ing. 
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TN I'S complaint is diſtinguiſhed into 
the external, and internal; in the former, 
the water lies upon the ſurface of the 
brain, over the pia mater, but in the 
latter it is ſeated much deeper, within 


the ventricles. The external makes its 
appearance at, or it is faid, in ſome in- 
ſtances, ſoon after birth. But children 


with hydrocephalus externus are more com- 


monly ſtill-born, though I have known 


_— one 


be treated, if not diſperſed by ſea-bath- 


\ 


[ 
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one arrive to ten years of age, * who 
was then unable to walk, or even to fit 
upright in a chair. From a very recent 
inſtance, however, I have learned, that 


when no ſymptoms of hydrocephalus a p- 


peat at the birth, the water is ſometimes, 
at leaſt, contained within the ventricles 
of the brain : and from the circum- 
ſtance of no children living long with 
an internal Hydrocephalus, but ſuch whoſe 


heads enlarge within a few months after 
"birth, 1 ſhould ſuſpe& the diſorder has, 


in ſuch inſtances, taken place in the 


womb. The f1us, at this time, enjoy- 


ing only a kind of vegetative life, may 
arrive to maturity under ſuch a diſeaſe; 
various inſtances being met with, in 


* Sec Medical Communications, vol. t, in which 
there is mention of one attaining the age of 29, 
and another, 45 years, who were then both living 3 
the former did not appear to have any enlarge» 
ment of the head for three weeks after birth. . 


which 
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which full grown fetuſes have had nei- 
ther head, nor heart, nor lungs. Ac- 
cuſtomed to the above mentioned diſ- 
eaſe, we may preſume ſuch infants more 
likely to live for a certain time with 
water in the ventricles, than thoſe in 
whom the diſeaſe takes on ſuddenly, 
after birth. 5 

I's the inſtance alluded to, the child's 
head began to be ſenſibiy enlarged when 
the infant was about four months old, 
and the child lived to the fifth year, un- 
able to walk, or even to ſupport its 
head. Upon a careful examination of 
the parts after death, the water, to the 
quantity of three pints, as I am informed 
by the ſurgeon, was evidently contained 
within the ventricles : which were fo 
ſtretched as to compreſs the brain in 
ſuch a manner, that it appeared only 
like a ſmooth thick membrane within 
the dura mater ; and of all the ſolid con- 
| 2 4 tents 


326 _ HrpROGEPHALUS, or 


tents of the ſkull, ſcarce any wings but 
the cerebellum remained. 

THe external hydrocephalus, at what- 
ever period it may commence, has 
always been eſteemed a fatal, as well as 
moſt diſtreſſing complaint ; but I have 
been informed, that where the diſorder 
has not been very manifeſt at the birth, 

bliſters on the head have ſenfibly dimi- 
niſhed its ſize. Theſe ſhould be ap- 
plied, ſucceſſively, to different parts, eſ- 
pecially along the top of the head, in 
the courſe of the longitudinal ſinus, ſo as 
to keep up a conſtant diſcharge; which 
from the good effects in two or three 
caſes, when had recourſe to in good 
time, may poſſibly, in ſome inſtances, 
effect a perfect cure: at leaſt, the ad- 
vantages already obſerved are ſufficient 
to juſtify the attempt, in a diſorder 
hitherto eſteemed incurable. 


Or 
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Op the internal watery-head it may be 
proper to treat more largely, though I 
have nothing really new to offer in re- 
gard to the cure. It uſually takes place 
between the age of two and ten years; 
is a like melancholly complaint with 
the former, and the method of treat- 
ment not yet well eſtabliſned; and as it 
can hardly be aſcertained whether any 
have recovered from it, (the certainty 
of its exiſtence ſcarcely being known but 
by examination after death, ) it is not 
likely that a very determined, and ſuc- 
ceſsful treatment will ſhortly be ſettled. 
It may probably ariſe from falls and 
blows on the head, or from an original 
laxity of the brain; from ſkirrhous tu- 
mors and excreſcences within the {kull'; 
a watery ſtate of the blood, or a linger- 
ing illneſs. It appears, likewiſe, to be 
a family complaint in ſome inſtances ; 
for I have known fix children, born of 
| the 


J 
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the ſame parents, die ſucceſſively of it 
at the age of two years, five of whom 
were afterwards opened. 
Tas attack is ſometimes very ſud- 
den; but the complaint more. common- 

ly begins with the appearances of ſlow 
fever, eſpecially in older children, with 
debility of the arms, and pains in the 
limbs, eſpecially the upper part of the 
neck. After a while, the child is ſud- 
denly ſeized with pain in the fore part 

of the head, and retches : It becomes 
heavy and dull; can bear no poſture 
but that of lying horizontally ; the 
pulſe becomes irregular,” but uſually 
very ſlow; in the progreſs of the diſ- 
eaſe the faculties and ſenſes are im- 
paired, and the eyes are offended by the 
light; the patient ſees objects double, 
and becomes delirious. As the diſeaſe 

_ advances, the pulſe grows frequent, the 
cheeks become fluſhed, the pupils of 
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che eyes are dilated, the ſtools and urine 
come away involuntarily, and the pa- 
tient lies ſleeping, or is convulſed. 

In the . youngeſt ſubjects, I have 
known it begin with a cough, quick 
pulſe, and difficulty of breathing, at- 
tended with circumſcribed fluſhed cheeks 
as in teething, occurring on every little 
exertion, with continual fever and coſ- 
tiveneſs ; and ſometimes a diſcharge 
from the noſe and eyes. 

SYMPTOMS indicative of the diſeaſe 
at this age, are, a hand often put to the 
head, or lifted upwards, and waving 
about; vomitings ; coſtiveneſs q expreſ- 
ſion of anxiety, and diſlike to be moved: 

at other times, an unmeaning look, and 
marks of inſenſibility; the fingers often 
clinched, and hands tumid ; drowſi- 
neſs ; the eyes in ſome caſes impatient 
of light, in others, viſion is ſo imperfect, 
that the child does not regard any ob- 
Ject 
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ject however cloſe to them. The pupils. | 
are often not dilated till near the cloſe 
of the diſeaſe, and patients often hear 
and comprehend, and take food to the 
laſt,'and die ſuddenly upon the decline 
of the febrile ſymptoms, when they have 
been thought to be recovering. Theſe 
and other ſymptoms, however, laid down 
as indications of water in the brain, are, 
in ſome degree, common to other dif- 
eaſes of children, eſpecially the dilata- 
tion of the pupil, and ſleepineſs, in fe- 
vers ariſing from foul bowels. 

For theſe reaſons, it is difficult to 
ſay if medicines are ſo often ſucceſsful - 
as hath ſometimes been imagined ; for 
when a patient recovers, it may be ſuſ- 
pected he has not had the true diſeaſe. 
Practitioners ſeem chiefly to have de- 
pended upon repeated bleedings; pur- 
ges with jalap, or calomel ; bliſters to 
the neck, or head, and diuretic medi- 
cines. 
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cines. A large bleeding early in the 
diſeaſe I have thought very beneficial, 
eſpecially in children of a robuſt habit. 
The uſe of ſternutatories, as powder of 
aſarum, or white hellebore, and electri- 

city, have likewiſe been recommended 
by ſome experienced practitioners; to 
all which I would add the application 
of a narrow cauſtic, the whole length of 
the head, in the courſe of the Jongitudi- 
nal finus, inſtead of uin to a ſmall 
bliſter on the crown. 

THroven I have made mention of 
calomel, I cannot ſay I have ſeen any 
good effects from the uſe of mercury, 
either as a purge or an alterative ; and 

on that account ſhall not enlarge on the 
different manner of exhibiting it with 
either of theſe views. It has, however, 
been ſtrongly recommended by Drs. 
Dozsox, JohN HunTER, HATOGARTR, 


MoszLy, and Dr. ARMSTRONG ; but I 
am 
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am informed by other phyficians of 
eminence, that they have not been ſo 
ſucceſsful in the uſe of it ; and ſome 
good arguments have lately been ad- 
vanced againſt an indiſcriminate recourſe 


to it, by Dr. JohN WARREN ; who ad- 
viſes trial to be made of emetics. 


* 


INCcONTINENCE F URINE. 


T EIS is not a very common com- 
plaint, I believe, in children, unleſs. 
combined with the ſtone in the bladder, 


and then is not ſo conſtant, nor to the 


degree that is intended here. It is an 
involuntary flow of the urine, ſometimes 
by day as well as during the night; ari- 
ſing, I apprehend, from a relaxation or 
other affection of the Hhincter of the 
bladder, as in old people, but is not at- 
tended with manifeſt fever, nor ſymp- 
toms: of decay. An affection of this 
kind, 
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kind, in which the urine runs away in 


the ſleep only, is, perhaps, more com- 


mon ; and I have known it continue to 
the age of fifteen. or ſixteen years when 
not properly treated, and afterwards 


yield to ſea-bathing. The total incon- 


tinence generally comes on gradually, 
and is ſometimes attended with exceſ- 


five gonorrhea, even in very young 


children, 


Tincture of catechu, or of gum kino; 


the bark; balſam. copaibæ, and white vi- 


triol may be made trial of; but nothing 


is uſually ſo effectual as repeated bliſters 
applied over the os ſacrum, or lower part 
of the back; and proper doſes of the 


tinftura cantharidis. This may be gi- 


ven in doſes of ten or fifteen drops to 


children from five to ten years of age, 
and increaſed to two ſcruples and a. 
dram; which has generally removed 
the complaint if there has been no mor- 


bid 
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bid affection of the ſpine, as is ſome⸗ 


times the caſe. If theſe means ſhould 


fail, recourſe ſhould be had to ſea- 


bathing. 


THE SEeven-Days-DiSEASE , Sc. 


I SHALL cloſe this part of the work 


with a brief account of two very extra- 


ordinary diſorders, which ſhould have 


been noticed among the earlier com- 


plaints of infants, if they had been diſ- 
eaſes of this country, or even much 
known in other parts of Europe. As 
the /ſeven-days-diforder has, however, made 


its appearance in this quarter of the 


globe, and may, therefore, at ſome fu- 
ture period, become more common, it 
may be proper it ſhould be mentioned 
in a work of this kind. The following 
account is tranſlated from the French of 
Mr. Le Febure de Villebrune, who refers 
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to the Spaniſh work of D. Ulloa, (Diſc. 
XI. § $ 19 and 20) and Barrere's Voyage 
to Guinea, 
$ 19, TRE dijeaſe of ſeven 495 of 
new-born infants is common in both 
quarters of America, and equally dan- 
gerous in the high, as in the low parts. 
A great number of infants die of it, 
vithout any thing preceding that could 
occaſion it to be ſuſpected. They are, 
on the contrary, apparently healthy and 
robuſt, when the diſorder makes its at- 
tack in the form of epilepſy; and few 
of thoſe who are viſited with it are found 
to recover. Though this complaint is 
not altogether unknown in Europe, it is 
neither ſo common, nor ſo dangerous. 
It is conceived, that the beſt preventive 
were to guard infants from being ex- 
poſed to the wind, till the firſt ſeven 
days are over, 
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S 20. Bur infants at Guaneavelita 
are ſtill liable to another very extraordi- 
nary complaint. Having eſcaped the 
ſeven-days-diſeaſe, they thrive well until 
the third or fourth month; they are then 
ſeized with cough and pulmonic affec- 
tions, which they there call pecheguera. 
The complaint goes on increaſing with- 
out any ſenfible relief from the medicines 
made uſe of ; and a ſwelling taking 
place, they preſently die The diſorder 
attacks _ the zwhite Med or children 
grels 2 are not wbject to it. The way to 
eſcape it, is to remove the infants from 
the ſpot, before they are two months old, 
and to carry them to more favourable 
climates, into one of the Zuebrades, (or 
the low grounds between the mountains) 
that are at a little diſtance. It is ima- 
gined, that the cold and intemperature of | 
the climate is the occaſion of infants be- 
ing «fl: 
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ing ſo ſoon ſeized with this complaint. : : Fa 


This may be the caſe in ſome degree : 
but the vitiated habit of body of their 
parents, and the ſulphureous vapours 
continually iſſuing from the furnaces 
for the extraction of mercury, may like- 
wiſe contribute to it. In fact, theſe va- 
pours are ſo abundant, that when re- 
united by means of the cold, they form 
ſuch a thick cloud in the atmoſphere, 
during the ſeaſon there called ſummer, 
as to cover all the colony. Notic. Ame- 


rican. Diſc. II. p. 205. L. 
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